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WINDOW 
LET FREEDOM RING 

t h e  w e s t m i n s t e r  

“You were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use 
your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love 
become servants of one another. For the whole law is summed up in a 
single commandment, 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.'" -  
Galatians 5:13-14 

As the U.S. Independence Day approaches, and the political campaign 
rhetoric surrounds us like thick, choking smog, the bible passages from 
the assigned lectionary texts in recent weeks give us insight into God’s 
freedom. 

In this passage, above, from a letter the Apostle Paul wrote to one of 
the churches he started, he explains the spirit of Christian discipleship. 
God has given us free will. God has given us freedom from sin in 
Christ Jesus. Sounds great, doesn’t it? God also created us in his or her 
own image – beings empowered for good purposes. Jesus summed up 
our reason for being with these words from Leviticus and Deuterono-
my:  ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and soul 
and mind, and love your neighbor as yourself.’ 

In Paul’s time, as today, people were eager to claim their freedom. But 
Paul warns the new Christians in Galatia that for them freedom is never 
an end in itself. The necessary next question is  "For what purpose is 
my freedom to serve?" 

Serve. That’s the important word.  

The freedom that God so graciously has given humanity is not freedom 
for one’s own benefit and enjoyment at the cost of taking from and 
hurting others. Paul explains that, like all of God’s good gifts, freedom 
is to be used with love for our neighbors and God’s saving purposes.  

So when angry individuals and factions jealously guard and demand 
their “freedoms,” as their entitlement, look at God’s Word concerning 
freedom. There is a Christian litmus test for freedom and how it is lived 
out, and it cannot be rigged by any human law for selfish or destructive 
purposes. 

Yes, God has given us free will; but, God's gift of freedom requires 
daily discernment in the face of the myriad of choices we encounter. 
We face decisions that involve choosing to improve the world or make 
"me" and my wants and desires the central focus. For example, the 
words we speak can be gracious or hurtful. We can choose to keep si-
lent or speak up in the face of wrong and injustice. How we choose to 
use our material wealth, time and gifts can bring healing or harm to the 
world.  

The choice is ours. Freedom is an awesome gift for the people of God. 
May your freedom also bring God’s peace to you: because without 
God’s peace, there is no real freedom. 

Pastor Denise 
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