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4-WEEK ADVENT BIBLE STUDY 
Brooks McDaniel 

The popular and commercial presentation of the 
Christmas season has so eclipsed what the coming of 
the Messiah means to the Church and to our faith 
that it is helpful to re-examine and reflect on this sea-
son of expectation and the life of faith.  

To quote Evelyn Underhill, “God is always coming to 
us in the sacrament of the present moment. Meet 
and receive Him there with gratitude in that sacra-
ment.: Yes, God is always coming to us in the present, 
but we are not always present, awake, or expectant.  

God has “come into the neighborhood in Jesus the 
Messiah” (Peterson translation) and lives among us.  

Advent is the time we set aside to pay attention, 
waiting expectantly and awake to receive our Lord.  

Please join the discussion as we reflect on the mean-

ing of “The Wonderful Counselor,” “The Mighty 
God,” “Everlasting Father,” and “Prince of Peace” in 
an adult study by Walter Brueggemann. Most im-
portant will be your insights and reflections. “Let us 
reason together!” 

This four-week Bible study, 
“Names of the Messiah,” 
will begin on November 
27. It will be led by Brooks 
McDaniel at 9 a.m. in the 
Parlor.  

Sign up in the Narthex if 
you plan to attend this 
study. Please check the 
box if you would like to 
purchase ($10) the book 
for the class. (Each person 
will receive a copy of the 
downloaded handbook if 
book is not purchased.) 

MAKE-IT, BAKE-IT, TAKE-IT BAZAAR SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 11:00 AM 

NOVEMBER LUNCHEON - SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20 
Jill Bell, Church Life Elder 

Soup, salad and bread will be served at our last luncheon of the year. We will be holding the Westminster Infant 
Care Center (WICC) Make-It, Bake-It, and Take-It at the same time.  There will be signup sheets in the Narthex for 
those that want to attend the luncheon.  If you can volunteer that day for set up or to help put out baked items 
for the sale, please put an asterisk by your name.  I know Marilyn Luman will appreciate any help she can get and 
so will I. 

Come join in the fun, fellowship and food! 
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FUTURE IBEN SERIES EVENTS 
 
In this November issue of the Window, we are going to highlight 
the next two events of the series which happen in December!  
With so many wonderful treats in store for December, we decided 
we might take the month of November off so our musical forces 
can adequately prepare for the full-blown Christmas celebration 
we plan in December. 
 
The first of the December events is actually a regular church ser-
vice, with one difference, there will be no sermon!  Well, the ser-
mon will be musical instead of spoken.  Our Book of Order specifi-
cally allows and encourages that the Word be presented in various 
ways on occasion.  So we are diving in with enthusiasm.  
 
WELCOME ALL WONDERS  

On Sunday morning, December 4, at the ten 
o’clock service, a small Chamber Ensemble 
drawn from the full choir will present a lovely 
Christmas Cantata:  “Welcome All Wonders.”  
The composer, Richard Shephard, has had a 

long association with York Minster in northern England, serving as 
everything from composer in residence to Director of Develop-
ment for the Minster and many other jobs in between.  During the 
entire 40-year association, Shephard continues to create music for 
the Minster Choir.  This particular work was a commission from 
Pine Street Church in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, where Tom Clark-
Jones served for seventeen years. It was a major work commis-
sioned in honor of Tom’s predecessor at Pine Street, who served 
there for 43 years!  It was warmly received by all and in our work 
together with the score here in Peoria, we have also come to ap-
preciate this lovely work.  
     Just because it was written in 2005 does not mean it is disso-
nant and unlistenable!  To the contrary, Shephard builds on the 
wonderful nineteenth and early twentieth century tradition of ro-
manticism with great lyric lines setting magnificent poetry.  It is 
accompanied by a small instrumental ensemble and organ and has 
a major baritone solo role, which will be sung by Steve Williams, 
who has been a guest with the choir several times before.  Plan to 
come and bring your friends for this special work.  Our usual ser-
vice of Communion for the first Sunday of December will be ob-
served, and we have good plans to have everyone at coffee hour 
by eleven o’clock!   Come and start your Advent/Christmas season 
with us.  

The Window Newsletter is a monthly publication of 
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The next deadline for submission of articles to the  
December Window is Friday, November 16. 

                                     

If there is a need to submit an article later than 
this date, please contact the church office at  
673-8501 as soon as possible. Thank You. 
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THE FESTIVAL OF NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS will take place on the second Sun-
day of December, the eleventh, at four in the afternoon.  The Choir and Hand Bell 
Choir will present this historic service whose roots are deep in King’s College, Cam-
bridge, England, and whose celebration has spread across the English-speaking 
world.  There will be more details about this in the December issue of the Window. 
There will be a meal following this event at 5:30 p.m.  There will be a charge for the 

meal, but not the service, of course.  Watch the weekly bulletin for details of the meal and also next month’s edi-
tion of the Window.  
 
A JAZZ CHRISTMAS will again be celebrated on Advent III (December 18) at four. More about that next month!  

MAKE-IT, BAKE-IT, TAKE-IT BAZAAR 
   

Marilyn Luman 

 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20 at 11:00 a.m. 
WE NEED YOU to make this fundraiser for WICC  
(Westminster Infant Care Center) a SUCCESS.  This 
is your chance to "donate" your time by making 
something to sell.   
 
Drop off your items as you come to the 10 a.m. 
Worship Service and then stop by after the service 
to attend our lunch and to purchase items for the 
holidays.   
 
The Fellowship Hall will be open by 9 a.m. Items will 
be priced to sell while you attend Worship and you 
will be helping Westminster Infant Care Center 
(WICC) by purchasing items.  
  
This year, WICC has mostly toddlers who need ap-
propriate food and diapers and are "very active" so 
our needs are greater.  Your support is needed.  If 
you have any questions, call Marilyn Luman (691-
0607), Linda Kupper (243-1777), or Jerrie Ruck (682
-8535).  
 
 

BI-MONTHLY WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 
Marilyn Luman 

 
Our Class will continue our study of ISAIAH and will 
meet on Wednesday, November 9, at 6:30 p.m. at 
the home of Alice Nash (674-4308).  We will be 
reading Isaiah 8:19 -9:7 for Lesson 5, "To Us a Child 
Is Born," and we would welcome anyone to join us.   
Call Alice for more information or directions.   
We will meet once in November and December be-
cause of the holidays.  

CIRCLE OF FRIENDS  
Sally Fitch 

 
This month, the Circle of Friends will have a guest 
speaker: Stephanie Holmes, Interim Executive Direc-
tor of ICC Educational Foundation.  We will meet at 
9 a.m. on Tuesday, November 1 at the home of Sally 
Fitch. Please contact Sally with any questions or for 
directions.  
 
 

LECTIONARY BIBLE STUDY 
Tuesday, November 1 - All Saints’ Day  
Morning Psalms 63 & 149; Evening Psalms 90 & 125;  
Isaiah 26:1-4, 8-9, 12-13, 19-21; Revelation 21:9-11, 
22-27 (22:1-5) or Hebrews 11:32-12:2; Matthew 5:1-12  
 
Sunday, November 6  
Morning Psalms 19 & 150; Evening Psalms 81 & 113;  
Joel 1:1-13; 1 Corinthians 14:1-12; Matthew 20:1-16 
  
Sunday, November 13  
Morning Psalms 67 & 150; Evening Psalms 46 & 93; 
Habakkuk 1:1-4 (5-11) 12 - 2:1 Philippians 3:13–4:1; 
Matthew 23:13-24 
  
Sunday, November 20 Christ the King/Reign of Christ  
Morning Psalms 108 & 150; Evening Psalms 23 & 66; 
Zechariah 9:9-16; 1 Peter 3:13-22; Matthew 21:1-13 
  
Thursday, November 24  
Morning Psalms 116; 147:12-20; Evening Psalms 26 & 130 
Zechariah 13:1-9; Ephesians 1:15-23; Luke 19:11-27 
  
Sunday, November 27 - 1st Sunday of Advent  
Morning Psalms 24 & 150 Evening Psalms 25 & 110 
Isaiah 1:1-9; 2 Peter 3:1-10; Matthew 25:1-13  
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WESTMARK FOOD PANTRY UPDATES 
Elizabeth Richmond, Missions/Outreach Elder 
During the month of September we were only open three Mondays  
because of the Labor Day Holiday, but we still provided food to 1,127 
individuals. The partnership we have with St Mark's Church creates 
an amazing opportunity to help those that might otherwise be hun-
gry. This makes for lots of work for our volunteers but it is great to 
help hungry, grateful folks.   
 

How can you help?   
Come help unload deliveries.  
Every first and third Tuesday, November 1 and No-
vember 15;  December 6 and December 20, at 11:30 
a.m.  
  

Thursday, November 17 and December 15 at 1:00 p.m.  
  

For the Holiday months of November and December our nor-
mal fourth Thursday delivery is tentatively rescheduled for Tuesday, 
November 15 and Thursday, December 8 at 10:00 a.m. 
   

We also can use some help filling in for our regular volunteers 
on Monday morning. Questions? Call Elizabeth Richmond 309-697-
9720 or the Church office. 
 
 
A huge THANK YOU to United Presbyterian Church for their recent 
super sized donation to the WestMark Food Pantry.  Also a  thank 
you to Pat and Fred for going to United to pick up all of non-
perishable foods. The WestMark Food Pantry is a great example of 
how when we all work together, something much greater can come 
of our efforts.  

 
 

DIG DEEP.  PLANT A SEED. 

Some of us are or have been gardeners. We know 
when we plant a seed that somehow it sprouts roots 
and grows and flowers.  And depending on what kind 
of seed it is, it spreads.  Back in the days when I 
could still manage a shovel, I would have lots of 
plants to divide because they had spread so much.  

And I gave them away to others so they could have a pretty garden 
too.  Now I have to hire someone to help me divide the plants that 
have spread. 

So I understand completely Jesus’ parable of the mustard seed.  You 
plant a seed and it grows into something wonderful.  You probably 
have already received a great letter from Pastor Denise and two 
pledge cards.  If you look at your cards, you will see the mustard seed 
on one side of them that has grown into a beautiful tree. 

Think of your pledge as a mustard seed.  We don’t know what God 
might have in mind for it.  But we know it can flourish in the commu-
nity around Westminster.  We have such wonderful assets that need 

COFFEE HOUR 
It is time to begin thinking 
about 2017. If you haven’t 

signed up to host a Sunday Coffee 
Hour please consider a Sunday. Let’s 
keep the momentum going. Coffee 
hour lasts about an “hour” and then 
cleanup begins.  Don’t worry, Jill will 
help out with any questions you may 
have and there are directions on the 
wall on how to make the coffee.  Pat 
has done most of the coffee work, 
other than to turn on the pot for 
most Sundays.  
 
Please join us for fellowship on Sun-
day mornings after church.  You don’t 
know what you are missing!  
  
 

MEN’S COFFEE GROUP 
  

Come join us in building  friendships 
and some good conversation. We meet 
every Wednesday, at 6:30 a.m. at 
Panera on Knoxville.  
 
 

4TH SUNDAY LUNCHEON 
   

It will be held on the third Sunday, 
November 20, instead of our normal 
fourth Sunday. Make the change to 
your calendar now 
 
 

FALL GROUNDS CLEAN UP 
Janet Kelley 
  

On Saturday, November 5, at 9:00 
a.m., the Properties Committee is 
hosting a fall grounds clean-up day.  
If it rains, Saturday, November 12 will 
serve as the alternate date starting 
at 9:00 a.m. Fall clean-up day pro-
vides great exercise and fun fellow-
ship, so come join us and bring your 
gloves, rakes, shovels, clippers, weed-
ing tools, etc.  
Snacks and beverages will be provid-
ed. Hope to see you there! If you 
have any questions, please call Janet 
Kelley . 

tel:309-697-9720
tel:309-697-9720
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to be tended, and there are so many possibilities for using them 
to help bring the kind of world God intends into our community. 

Get out your shovel—dig deep.  Please return the card with the 
picture of the church on the back by November 13, 2016. You 
can put it in the offering plate that day or if you prefer, you can 
mail it to the church office.  Keep the other card with the pic-
tures of some of our church members on the back for your rec-
ords. Together we can make a difference. 

Happy Planting! 

Jeanie Olson, Finance Chair 

 
 

HUNGRY BULLETIN 

By Ashley Foster 

Loaves & Fishes Food Pantry was created in 1975 
in Charlotte, NC. In its first year of operation, 1000 
hungry people were fed. This number continued to 
grow each year, and as a result, more Loaves & 
Fishes locations were opened. By 1987, there were 
six different locations; 20,000 individuals a year 

were fed. For over thirty years, those who visited Loaves & Fish-
es could only come once every sixty days. When the recession 
was going on in 2008, the Loaves & Fishes Board of Directors 
voted to decrease the wait between visits from sixty days to 
thirty days. During a time of extreme economic hardship in this 
country, this was very beneficial for thousands of people.  In 
2012 during the “height of the recession,” 125,000 hungry peo-
ple were fed. Over 70,000 people were fed in 2015. Almost half 
of these individuals were children. Currently, there are twenty 
different locations throughout Mecklenburg County, NC. Several 
of them are at Presbyterian Churches. Loaves & Fishes is one of 
the most successful food pantries in the United States.  

 

AUTUMN IS HERE AND SO  
IS THE TIME WE FALL BACK  - NOVEMBER 6 
  

Set your clocks back one hour and enjoy some extra sleep or use 
that time to do your semi-annual chores. It’s easy to forget regu-
lar home maintenance checks. But make them a part of your 
time-changing routine, and you can help protect your family and 
house from a host of preventable problems. Here are a few tips 
of things to check around your home while you’re switching 
your clocks and smoke alarm batteries.  

A SAFETY CHECKLIST FOR DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME 

 Replace batteries in smoke and carbon monoxide detec-
tors. Then test each detector according to the maker’s instruc-
tions. 

 Replace batteries in your flashlights. The last thing you want if 

the power goes out is a dead flashlight. 
Also, do this for any weather alert radios 
you may have. 

 Flip the mattresses in the Fall and 
Spin/Flip the mattresses in the Spring. 

 Give light fixtures some attention. Re-
move light globes and clean them to re-
move dust and bugs. Also consider re-
placing incandescent bulbs with more 
energy-efficient compact fluorescent 
lights (CFLs). 

 Close off unused rooms. It could help 
save money on heating costs during win-
ter and air conditioning costs in the sum-
mer. Energy.gov suggests keeping the 
rooms at least 55 degrees F, though, to 
prevent any pipes from freezing. 

 Check your meds. Get rid of expired 
medicines — but before you throw them 
in the trash, research safe, responsible 
disposal methods for each medication. 
Restock basic over-the-counter items like 
cough syrups, decongestants, antihista-
mines, and fever and pain reducers. 

 Whip appliances into shape. Get the 
best performance from your kitchen ap-
pliances by cleaning them according to 
the manufacturer’s directions. Spot prob-
lems by using inexpensive oven and 
fridge/freezer thermometers to check 
temps. 

 Check your pantry for any expired 
foods. 

 Clean out your dryer duct for any lint 
that has accumulated. 

 Change the baking soda in the refriger-
ator and freezer. 

 Change your water filters. 

 Check your furnace filter. Energy.gov 
states that a clogged air filter can restrict 
airflow and increase energy consumption 
between 5 and 15 percent. Depending on 
the type of filter your furnace uses, clean 
or replace it now — and at least one to 
three months thereafter. 

 Reprogram your thermostat. Be sure 
to change it from summer to winter 
settings before you turn the heat on, and 
vice versa. 

http://www.fda.gov/downloads/Drugs/ResourcesForYou/Consumers/BuyingUsingMedicineSafely/UnderstandingOver-the-CounterMedicines/ucm107163.pdf
http://www.fda.gov/downloads/Drugs/ResourcesForYou/Consumers/BuyingUsingMedicineSafely/UnderstandingOver-the-CounterMedicines/ucm107163.pdf
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And, since it is Fall, add these to your chores list: 

 Remove debris from gutters and downspouts. 

 Have your chimney inspected and cleaned. 

 Check for cracks in doors and windows. Use caulk 
or insulation stripping to seal any gaps you find. 

 Drain your garden hoses and store them away. 

 Check the expiration date on your fire extinguish-
ers. If it’s past its time, research the proper way to 
dispose of it and pick a new one up pronto. 

 If you have a programmable home security system 
(say, the motion detectors are only on while 
you’re at work) make sure you not only update 
the time, but check your programs to make sure 
they’re still applicable as we head towards warm-
er weather. 

 Lastly, double-check your door locks. The winter 
weather may have taken a toll on them, causing 
the locking mechanisms to jam up, handles to be-
come loose, or keys to corrode or rust. While 
you’re outside, check your exterior lights and re-
place any bulbs that are dimming or have burned 
out.  

Follow this list and you’ll not only make sure your 
home and family are safe and sound, but you’ll be 
just a few steps closer to being prepared for that long
-awaited spring and summer weather. And, don’t for-
get to turn your clocks back one hour before you go 
to bed Saturday night. 

 

 

VETERANS DAY 

The church office will be 
closed in observance of Vet-
erans Day.  

Did you know, World War I – known at the time as 
“The Great War” - officially ended when the Treaty of 
Versailles was signed on June 28, 1919, in the Palace 
of Versailles outside the town of Versailles, France? 
However, fighting ceased seven months earlier when 
an armistice, or temporary cessation of hostilities, 
between the Allied nations and Germany went into 
effect on the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the 
eleventh month. For that reason, November 11, 
1918, is generally regarded as the end of “the war to 
end all wars.” 

In November 1919, President Wilson proclaimed No-
vember 11 as the first commemoration of Armistice 
Day with the following words: "To us in America, the 

reflections of Armistice Day will be filled with 
solemn pride in the heroism of those who died 
in the country’s service and with gratitude for 
the victory, both because of the thing from 
which it has freed us and because of the oppor-
tunity it has given America to show her sympa-
thy with peace and justice in the councils of the 
nations…" 

An Act (52 Stat. 351; 5 U. S. Code, Sec. 87a) ap-
proved May 13, 1938, made the 11th of Novem-
ber in each year a legal holiday—a day to be 
dedicated to the cause of world peace and to be 
thereafter celebrated and known as "Armistice 
Day." Armistice Day was primarily a day set aside 
to honor veterans of World War I, but in 1954, 
after World War II had required the greatest mo-
bilization of soldiers, sailors, Marines and airmen 
in the Nation’s history; after American forces 
had fought aggression in Korea, the 83rd Con-
gress, at the urging of the veterans service or-
ganizations, amended the Act of 1938 by striking 
out the word "Armistice" and inserting in its 
place the word "Veterans." With the approval of 
this legislation (Public Law 380) on June 1, 1954, 
November 11th became a day to honor Ameri-
can veterans of all wars.  

So on this day, November 11, be sure to thank a 
veteran for the freedom they fight and defend  
and also their family, for the sacrifices they have 
made.  

 

 

REMEMBER TO EXERCISE YOUR 
RIGHT TO VOTE ON NOVEMBER 8 

The polls are open from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. Each 
voter must vote at his/her precinct polling place. 
Check your polling place location with the elec-
tion authority (country clerk or board of election 
commissioners) for your jurisdiction.  

Prior to Election Day, voters should familiarize 
themselves with their voting rights and related 
voter information.  

Each jurisdiction selects a voting system from 
among the systems that have been tested and 
certified for use in Illinois by the State Board of 
Elections. Each voter is entitled to receive in-
struction on the use of the voting equipment. 
Disabled voters may receive assistance in voting 
either from the election judges or from a person 
of the voter’s choice.  
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Voters whose registrations are ac-
tive at their residence will receive 
a full ballot which includes all 
offices and public requests appli-
cable to that address. Voters who 
have moved and not updated 
their registration record should 
check with their election authority 
(county clerk or board of election 
commissioners) to determine 
what ballot they may receive on 
Election Day.  

If a voter’s name doesn’t appear 
on the official voter list or if his/
her vote is successfully chal-
lenged, he/she may cast a provi-
sional ballot. A voter who casts a 
provisional ballot may check the 
status of that ballot to determine 

whether it was tabulated.  

Candidates, political parties and 
civic organizations are entitled to 
appoint pollwatchers to observe 
the conduct of procedures in the 
polling place. Voters also play a 
key role in helping guarantee fair 
elections by reporting fraudulent 
activities in or near the polling 
place. 

HANGING OF THE GREENS 

You may notice that Sunday, No-
vember 20, at Westminster is a 
busy day. We need you to stay 
after the luncheon and your 
shopping at the bazaar to help us 
decorate the sanctuary and cele-
brate the beginning of Advent.  

HELP WANTED : SANTA’S HELPERS 
This year we will again be providing gifts to the young ones and 

their moms in our WICC program in addition to some youth from 
Common Place. The Giving Tree  (Christmas tree) will be up in the 
Narthex by Sunday, November 27, for you to choose your young 
people to shop for. This year there will be a place for you to fill 
out the child's name you have chosen, and your name, just to 

help us keep track of each child.  If you would really like to help 
but can't shop for a young person, we have a solution for 

you. You can "adopt" a child from the tree and some of Santa's 
Elves will shop for you.  Just take an envelope off the tree and 

complete the information and enclose a check.  If you have    
questions call Elizabeth Richmond 697-9720  

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

8 Arthur Schlesinger 

11 Tippy Short 

14 Brion Kupper 

16 Rachel Seelye 

18 Laura Van Riper 

27 Rosemary McCurdy 

27 Betty Jean Oaks 

  

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

11 Linda & Brooks McDaniel 

15 Stacey & James Neubert 

20 Luanne & Donald Shay 

24 Joyce & Brian Hakes 

“I’m praying they 

opt for fast food 

… or that they 

pray and fast.” 
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DRESSING UP IS FUN TO DO 
Last Autumn, the Westminster Infant Care Center received                           
grant money from The Ruby K. Worner Charitable Trust.   

               
One of the items we were able to purchase was new dress  

up clothes for our children.  The children have a lot of  
fun pretending and playing “dress-up” with our new  
costumes.  Here are a few pictures of the children!  

PLAYGROUND GETS NEW MULCH 
The playground has a new look. The long-awaited upgrade 
to the grounds of the fenced-in play area is completed. 
Last week five bags of mulch, each weighing 2,000 lbs., 
arrived. Pat Flynn prepared the ground, grating the old 
mulch. The new mulch is much softer and meets the 
standards for a toddler/preschool playground. Pat and Ca-
den Richmond wrestled those heavy pallets of mulch and 
laid them down to make as smooth a surface as possible. 
A SUPER BIG thank you to them for all of this hard and 
heavy work!!!  

A’aliyah Nisa & A’marea A’marea Kori 

Meri 

Jatavia 

Meri 
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SESSION NOTES 

From the October Session Meeting 

 

 Received a thank you from Kemmerer Village for our $360 gift.  

 Three members have accepted the call as deacons.  

 In the Presbytery, one church was dismissed from the rolls. That was Summerville in Medora, 
Illinois. 

 The session received from Gary and Jan Leonard the list of suggestion other purposes and 
uses for the O'Neill Parish House.   

 Rev. Clark-Jones gave a tour of O'Neill Parish House to city Councilman Sid Ruckriegel. 

 Retired Presbyterian Ministers Gary Davis and John Nixon have prepared a lecture of Jesus 
and the Koran. This is scheduled for Saturday, October 29. 

 At the Saturday, October 29, Jesus and the Koran event there will be a Mediterranean lunch-
eon. 

 The session approved moving the balance sheet accounts for the food pantry to the Develop-
ment Fund as restricted accounts.  

 The food pantry served 1,127 in September. 

 Christmas gifts will include 8 children and their mothers from WICC and 15 children from 
Common Place.  

 Personnel evaluations are now in the Narthex. 

 Mulch has been ordered for the playground at a cost just over $2,500. 

 The fall clean-up is scheduled for November 5, and the rain date is November 12. 

 Bids are still being solicited for blinds in Fellowship Hall and for the noise abatement of the 
air conditioning units in Fellowship Hall. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Brian Hakes - Clerk of Session 

https://www.facebook.com/
westminsterpeoria 

https://www.facebook.com/IbenArtSeries/ 

https://twitter.com/westminsterpeo 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UC4gZycYIV9sxS_OZd6aN-mA 

https://plus.google.com/ 

107162326515167589405 
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