
WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

1420 West Moss Avenue 
Peoria, Illinois  61606 

 
THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 

16 September 2018                                                                                                     Ten O’clock 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

GATHERING IN THE PRESENCE OF THE RISEN CHRIST 
 

THE PREPARATION                                                                                       William Walond 
Introduction and Toccata 

 
WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY 

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                        Pastor Denise Clark-Jones 
 

One:  We gather to give thanks for all the blessings and hope of life. 
All:  We praise God; we rejoice and give thanks. 
One:  We join our voices in praise and thanksgiving. 
All:  In all things, may God be glorified! 
 

*THE HYMN IN PROCESSION  371                                                                                               Crucifer 
Lift High the Cross 

 
*CALL TO CONFESSION                                                                                    Kim Mitchell, Liturgist  

 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (praying together) 
 

Merciful God, we confess that we have not followed Your way. We protect what is 
dear to us and neglect what is dear to you. We preserve our own way of life and 
profit at the expense of others. Forgive us, God of grace. Show us the error of our 
ways, and guide us back to Your path of righteousness, justice, and peace. 

 
*TIME OF SILENCE AND PERSONAL CONFESSION 
 
*KYRIE 

          



 
 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 

*GLORIA PATRI 

            

                             
 

HEARING THE WORD 

 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  
       
SCRIPTURE READINGS 

 
OLD TESTAMENT:  Proverbs 1:20-33                                                    p. 584  NRSV 

 
 PSALTER  (Hymnal 166)                        Psalm 19                                                             Caithness 

  
 EPISTLE:  James 3:1-12                                                                                                   p. 230 NRSV                                                    

 
GOSPEL:  Mark 8: 27-38                             p. 43  NRSV 

 
SERMON                           Rev Clark-Jones 

 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

 
*THE SOLO                                                      My Tribute                     André Crouch 

Alencia Norris, alto soloist 
 
 



 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                                                                            from Philippians 2 
 

Christ Jesus, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God 
as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, 
being born in human likeness. And being found in human form He humbled 
himself and became obedient to the point of death -- even death on a cross. 
Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above 
every name, So that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and 
on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess to the glory of 
God: Jesus Christ is Lord! 

 
 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

 
THE OFFERING OF TITHES AND GIFTS 

           
THE OFFERTORY                              The Heavens Are Telling                            Ludwig van Beethoven 

The Choir 
 

 The heavens are telling the Lord’s endless glory, Through all the earth His praise is found. 
 The seas re-echo the marvelous story: O man, repeat that glorious sound!  The starry hosts 
 He doth order and number, He fills the morning’s golden springs, He wakes the sun from 
 His night-curtained slumber; O man, adore the King of Kings! O man, adore the King of  
 Kings.   The heavens are His and the earth knows His favor, His power in all things thou 
 dost see; The Lord of hosts who for ever and ever Thy God and Father still shall be.  He is 
 thy maker whose love shall not waver, A God of wisdom, ever kind; Praise Him and love 
 Him with all they endeavor, In Him salvation shalt thou find. 

 
*DOXOLOGY               Old Hundredth 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise him all creatures here below,  
Praise him above ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.   Amen 
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (please be seated at the end of the prayer) 

 
PRAYERS AND INTERCESSIONS        (In your mercy … Lord hear our prayer)  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  [praying together] 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
 

 



BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 

 
*HYMN  539                                                                                                            Ellers 

Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise 

 
*COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION 
 
*CHORAL BENEDICTION                                                                                              Norman Dello Joio 

May Christ Support Us All the Day Long 
 

*POSTLUDE 

 

 *indicates those who are able may stand. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

LEADING IN WORSHIP 
 

The Rev. Denise M. Clark-Jones, Pastor of Westminster Church 
Kim Mitchell, Liturgist 

 Alencia Norris, Alto Soloist 
The Westminster Choir  

Thomas Clark-Jones, Organist-Choirmaster 
 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

THIS MORNING WE WELCOME back to Peoria, Alencia Norris, who was our alto soloist for 
almost three years.  Since she couldn’t get away in the summer, we decided to find a Sunday 
when she could share her talents with us once again, and this is that Sunday.  Ms. Norris holds 
the B.Mus. degree from Bradley University and is currently residing in Chicago.   
 
LATER TODAY … The Jazz Vesper Services will resume this afternoon at four o’clock.  It is our 
hope that you will invite your friends and acquaintances to share with us in this endeavor.  The 
service does not yet have an overwhelmingly large attendance, but when we put together all those 
who have come to worship at Westminster in the past three years, it is a considerable number, 
and several have joined Westminster, or are planning to do so this fall.   We pray that God will 
bless this service and move a number of people to join our fellowship through this unique 
worship service. 
 
THE PASTOR’S LECTIONARY BIBLE STUDY resumes this Thursday at 1:30 p.m.  The class 
studies the lectionary readings for the coming two weeks.  In this format, much more detail can 
be covered and there is time for real interaction with other students and the pastor.  The depth of 
understanding available in these studies can make your worship much more meaningful.  Come, 
join us.  You are invited to come when you can.  The studies are complete unto themselves, thus 
you won’t miss out on anything if you cannot attend regularly. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

OPEN HANDS, OPEN HEARTS, OPEN MINDS 


