
 



Essential Jazz 

 

3 May 2019           Seven-thirty O’clock 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Gretchen R. Iben Arts Series 

presents 

 

Zach Barnes, piano  and   Gus Martini, bass 
 

in a program of Jazz Standards 

 
Jazz is a unique art form.  Much of it depends on the creativity of each player in the 

ensemble. At the same time it depends on each of those players having a more than 

adequate understanding of both rhythm and harmony, which are the disciplines of 

Jazz.   

 

Jazz comes in all forms and formats.  From the blues to bebop and everything in 

between, the tremendous variety of the form is almost endless.   This evening, we 

consider jazz in its most essential form.  What does one need to play jazz … well, 

likely some rhythm, a creative bass line and a soloist creating the tunes and 

variations of the form.  For our purposes, the string bass is the rhythm section and 

foundational bass for the harmonies.  Add to this the piano with its endless 

possibilities of melody and harmony and you have the basic building blocks of jazz 

with just two players involved.  Of course, it helps if both players are really good!  

And this is true of Zach and Gus.   

 

For a bit of variety they have brought along vocalist, Lindsay Smith and 

Westminster’s own David Hoffman for some trumpet riffs.  We hope you will enjoy 

this very basic, yet very complete jazz group!  Zach and Gus will introduce the songs 

as the program proceeds.  Your applause is most gratefully received! 

 

 

 



about the musicians … 
 

Zachary Barnes, pianist, a native of Milpitas, California, is senior at Knox College, 

double majoring in music and computer science. He started learning piano in middle 

school, with a focus on classical music. By high school, he joined the jazz band. In 

2013, he attended the Stanford Jazz Institute, a week long program in the summer, 

where he heard and played with artists like Chris Potter, Harold Mabern, Julian 

Lage, and Taylor Eigsti. After this experience, jazz became his main focus and he 

continued to play in jazz groups outside of school. Coming to Knox in 2015, he took 

lessons in guitar, trumpet, saxophone, drums and organ to satisfy an ongoing 

curiosity with many instruments. Throughout his time at Knox he has performed on 

stage with Matt Wilson, Gretchen Parlato, Mark Guiliana, Steven Bernstein, and 

worked with Maria Schneider on an original composition. After Knox he will be 

pursuing a master’s degree in data science at the University of San Francisco. 
 

Augustus Martini, bassist, grew up in Marion, a small town in Southern Illinois. 

Part of a musical family, his mother forced him to sing in the church choir from a 

young age.  In the public-school band programs of Marion, Augustus played various 

woodwind instruments, a group of instruments which were obviously not his 

calling. However, in high school, he picked up the guitar to play in various rock and 

country outfits across Southern Illinois.  At Knox College, Augustus was (gratefully) 

converted to the string bass in his junior year by Andy Crawford, finding a particular 

affinity for it ever since. While at Knox, he has been grateful to have the opportunities 

to play, work, and take lessons with such artists as Maria Schneider, Peter Bernstein, 

Tony Scherr  and Joel Ross - not to mention the cadre of local artists and performers 

who continue to send him back to the woodshed in fits of rage. 
  

Lindsay Smith, vocalist, is also a student at Knox College.  She joins the guys to spice 

things up a bit this evening. 
   

David Hoffman, trumpet, is a well-known friend of Westminster Church, having 

been responsible for a Jazz Vesper Service running from September through May for 

the past three plus years.  David has been inspirational and an integral part of the 

worshipping community at Westminster.  His stellar credentials are known far and 

wide largely for having spent thirteen years with the Ray Charles band touring the 

world.  David is among the most generous of musicians, sharing his vast knowledge 

with a younger generation of players, including those featured this evening.   


