
WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

1420 West Moss Avenue 
Peoria, Illinois  61606 

 
THE TWENTY THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 
 

17 November 2019                                                                                                     Ten O’clock 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
GATHERING IN THE PRESENCE OF THE RISEN CHRIST 

 
THE PREPARATION                                                          Ralph Vaughan Williams 

Chorale Preludes on Bryn Calfaria and Rhosymedre 
 

WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                           Rev. Clark-Jones 
 

 One:  Come people of God; come and celebrate God’s gift of salvation. 
 All:  We come without fear. We come trusting in God. 
 One:  Come people of God; hear God’s promises and witness God’s mighty deeds. 
 All:  In hearing the promises, in witnessing the might deeds of God, we  
  are strengthened for all that lies ahead. 
 One:  Come and praise God by shouting aloud and singing for joy, 
 All:   God truly is in our midst, this day and in all the days to come! 
 
*THE HYMN IN PROCESSION   343                                                                   Beecher 

Called as Partners in Christ’s Service 
 

*CALL TO CONFESSION                                                                                 Bonnie Jackson, Liturgist  
 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (praying together) 
 

MERCIFUL GOD, we see wars, hatred, and violence everywhere, yet despair of 
ever stopping them. We see oppression and injustice and persecution, but fail to 
raise our voices in prophetic protest. We have become a pessimistic people. Help 
us believe—really believe—in Isaiah’s vision of the peaceable kingdom, in your 
promise of a new heaven and new earth. Let your cry be our cry: “They shall not 
hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain.”  

 
*TIME OF SILENCE AND PERSONAL CONFESSION 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 * indicates all who are able may stand 
 
 



*KYRIE 

          
 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 
*GLORIA PATRI 

            

 
HEARING THE WORD 

 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  
  
SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

OLD TESTAMENT:    Isaiah 65:17-25                    p. 696  NRSV 

 
 CANTICLE                               The First Song of Isaiah                                             Tallis’ Canon 
 
 1. Salvation comes from God alone 3. Exalt God’s Name, for he has done 
 And I will trust him without fear: Great things, and sing his praises well; 
 My stronghold and my sure defense, Zion, ring out your joy for him, 
 My Savior who is always near.  The Holy One of Israel. 
 
 2. Draw water from salvation’s springs, 4. All glory to the Father, Son, 
 And on that day your joy proclaim, And to the Holy Spirit be, 
 Give thanks to God, make known his deeds, As from the first it was, is now, 
 And call upon his holy Name.  And will be for eternity. 

 

                                       from:  A New Metrical Psalter, Christopher L. Webber 
 © 1986,  The Church Hymnal Corp., New York, (used and reprinted with permission 



 

 
  
 EPISTLE:   II Thessalonians 3:6-13                                                                              p. 207 NRSV 
                                                    
 GOSPEL:   Luke 21: 5-19                                                                                  p. 85  NRSV 

 
SERMON                    Rev. Denise Clark-Jones 

 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

 
*HYMN  415                                                                          Ora Labora 

Come, Labor On 

 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                        from Philippians 2 
  

Christ Jesus, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God 
as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, 
being born in human likeness. And being found in human form He humbled 
himself and became obedient to the point of death -- even death on a cross. 
Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every 
name, So that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess to the glory of God: 
Jesus Christ is Lord! 

 
*DEDICATION OF PLEDGES FOR 2020                 Rev. Clark-Jones 
 

One:  This is an important day in the life of Westminster church. 
All:  It is an important day in our lives as individuals, for it is an occasion for us to 

demonstrate our faithfulness to Christ. 
One:  Jesus said there are many who call him “Lord,” but do not follow his path of discipleship. 
All:  We would like to be true followers of Jesus, and not mere nominal Christians  

who hold back the treasures we have stored. 
One:  We know that the real blessings of God are for those who are truly committed to him  

and his kingdom. 
All: Therefore we want to offer him our hearts and minds and souls in all their 

fullness, and follow him with all we have. 
One:  If we do that, he has promised to bless us, and to make us prosper in all the ways that matter. 
All:  The Lord is our shepherd, and he shall lead us into the paths of righteousness for 

his name’s sake, and restore our souls all the days of our lives. 
  
*PRAYER 
 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 



THE OFFERING OF TITHES AND GIFTS 

 
THE OFFERTORY                                                  

 
OFFERTORY MUSIC                              Ralph Vaughan Williams 

O How Amiable 
The Westminster Choir 

 
O how amiable are thy dwellings, thou Lord of hosts! My soul hath a desire and longing to 
enter into the courts of the Lord. My heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. Yea, the 
sparrow hath found her a house and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young: even 
thy altars, O Lord of hosts, my King, and my God. Blessed are they that dwell in thy house. 
They will be alway praising thee. The glorious majesty of the Lord our God be upon us; 
prosper thou the work of our hands upon us. O prosper thou our handiwork. O God, our help 
in ages past, our hope for years to come, our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal 
home. 

 
*DOXOLOGY               Old Hundredth 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise him all creatures here below, 
Praise him above ye heavenly host, 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (please be seated at the end of the prayer) 

 
PRAYERS AND INTERCESSIONS        (In your mercy … Lord hear our prayer)  
  
THE LORD’S PRAYER  [praying together] 
 

OUR FATHER, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 

 

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 
*HYMN  450                                                 O Day of Peace          Jerusalem 

 
*COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION 
 
*CHORAL BENEDICTION               May Christ Support Us                                     Norman Dello Joio 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

OPEN HANDS, OPEN HEARTS, OPEN MINDS 

 



 
 

LEADING IN WORSHIP 
 

The Rev. Denise M. Clark-Jones, Pastor 
Bonnie Jackson, Liturgist 

The Choir of Westminster Church 
Thomas Clark-Jones, Organist and Choirmaster 

 

 
 
THE PSALTER for the day is actually a CANTICLE.  Both terms refer to ‘songs’ which appear 
in scripture.  The Psalter, of course, are versifications of the individual Psalms found in the 
book of Psalms.  But there are other songs in the bible, including today’s Canticle, the First 
Song of Isaiah (there are three in case you wondered!).  We are familiar with other Canticles 
such as the Song of Mary (the Magnificat) and the Song of Simeon (‘Lord lettest thou thy 
servant depart in peace) as well a number of others including songs of Judith and Zechariah.  
All serve the same purpose … the praise of Almighty God for his acts of grace for 
humankind.   
 
NEXT SUNDAY, we celebrate the Feast of Christ the King.  This is the final Sunday of the 
Church Year and we celebrate the conclusion of our intense study of the Gospel of Luke 
during the year.  The following week, December 1 is the First Sunday of Advent, and the 
first Sunday of the new church year in which we will be reading and studying the Gospel of 
Matthew.  Both of these Sundays are celebrated with Communion and festive anthems and 
hymns in honor of the occasion.  Come to the big liturgical party! 
 
 
LOOKING FORWARD to December … 
 
December 8 at four in the afternoon … A FESTIVAL OF NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS is 
presented in the Sanctuary with the Choir and Hand Bells bringing celebrative music for the 
season. In addition, there is the singing of the favorite Christmas Carols and readings from 
the beautiful language of the King James Bible from which we read the story of redemption 
from the taking of the forbidden fruit in Eden to the redemption of the world in the life and 
sacrifice of our Lord Jesus.  Come to this always inspiring service.   
 
December 15 at four in the afternoon … A JAZZ CHRISTMAS … our fourth jazz celebration 
of the holy season.  David Hoffman our director of jazz events brings some of the best and 
brightest of the musicians in the Central Illinois community to swing in some of the great 
traditional carols and songs of the season.  In addition, there will be readings from 
contemporary translations of the scripture and contemporary poetry that marks the season.  
Both of these events are free … sponsored by the Gretchen R. Iben Arts Series at 
Westminster Church.   


