
WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

1420 West Moss Avenue 
Peoria, Illinois  61606 

 
THE FEAST OF THE TRANSFIGURATION 

 
23 February 2020                                                                                                      Ten O’clock 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
GATHERING IN THE PRESENCE OF THE RISEN CHRIST 

 
THE PREPARATION                                                   Jean Langlais 

Hymne de action de grace: Te Deum 
 

WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY 

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                            Rev. Denise Clark-Jones 
 

One:  We come together, a community of faith. We have gathered to talk and listen to our God. 
All:  May our faces shine in anticipation. Our God has invited us to this moment  

of meeting. 
One:  We come to share in this holy mystery, the sacred calling we hear in the life of Jesus, and  

the indescribable hope we feel when we gather in the Spirit. 
All:  May our experience of the Divine transform our doubts and fears and prepare  

us to love the world. 
 

*HYMN IN PROCESSION  74                                                   Mowsley 
Jesus on the Mountain Peak 

 
*CALL TO CONFESSION                                                                             Carole Willadsen, Liturgist  

 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (praying together) 

 
*TIME OF SILENCE AND PERSONAL CONFESSION 
 

MERCIFUL AND GRACIOUS GOD, we bow before Your unending compassion, 
the measure of our falling short. We have not loved as You command. We have not 
spoken truly. We have not cared for creation, including ourselves, according to Your 
will. What we intend, we have not pursued; what we mean to avoid, we embrace. 
Help us to know the mind of Christ, that in all thoughts, words, and deeds, our 
lives might come to honor You. 

_________________________________________________________ 
 *all who are able may stand. 



*KYRIE   

     
 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 
*GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 

                                    



HEARING THE WORD 

 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 
 Old Testament Lesson:   Exodus 24:12-18                         p. 70, NRSV 
    

The Psalter                                                Psalm 99             Nicaea 
 

God is King forever: let the nations tremble; 
Throned above the cherubim, by all the earth adored; 

He is great in Zion, high above all peoples; 
Praise Him with fear, for holy is the Lord. 

 
Merciful as mighty, He delights in justice, 

For He reigns in righteousness and rules in equity; 
Worship and exalt Him, bowing down before Him, 

Perfect in power and holiness is He. 
 

Holy men of old in Him alone confided; 
He forgave their sins, although they felt His chastening rod; 

In His holy temple worship and adore Him 
Faithful and holy is the Lord our God. 

        (from The Psalter, 1912) 

 
 
Epistle Lesson:  II Peter 1:16-21                                  p. 236,  NRSV  

 
 Gospel:  Matthew 17:1-9                                p. 18,  NRSV 

 
SERMON             The Rev. Denise Clark-Jones 

 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   (Reading together)                                                         The Apostles’ Creed 
 
      I BELIEVE IN GOD, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come 
to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. Amen 
  



*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 
THE OFFERING OF TITHES AND GIFTS 
   
THE OFFERTORY                                             Te Deum                        Everett Titcomb 

The Choir  
 

We praise thee, O God: we acknowledge Thee to be the Lord. All the earth doth worship 
Thee, the Father everlasting. To Thee all Angels cry aloud: the Heavens and all the powers 
therein. To Thee Cherubim and Seraphim continually do cry, Holy, Holy, Holy: Lord God 
of Sabaoth; Heaven and earth are full of the Majesty of Thy Glory. The glorious company 
of the Apostles praise Thee. The godly fellowship of the Prophets praise Thee. The noble 
army of Martyrs praise Thee. The holy Church throughout all the world doth 
acknowledge Thee; The Father of an infinite Majesty; Thine honourable, true, and only 
Son; Also the Holy Ghost: the Comforter. Thou art the King of Glory, O Christ.  Thou art  
the everlasting  Son of the Father. When Thou tookest upon Thee to deliver man: Thou 
didst not abhor the Virgin's womb. When Thou hadst overcome the sharpness of death, 
Thou didst open the Kingdom of Heaven to all believers. Thou sittest at the right hand of 
God in the glory of the Father. We believe that Thou shalt come to be our Judge. We 
therefore pray Thee, help Thy servants whom Thou hast redeemed with Thy precious 
blood. Make them to be numbered with Thy Saints in glory everlasting. 

            
*DOXOLOGY                                Lasst uns Erfreuen 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  
Praise him all creatures here below, Alleluia, Alleluia 

Praise him above ye heavenly host, 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (please be seated at the end of the prayer) 

 
SEALING THE WORD 

 
At the time of the DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS, worshipers may come forward, down the 
center aisle, to receive bread and then dip their bread in a chalice. Those who are unable to come down 

the aisle, or who prefer to receive in the pew, will be served bread and an individual cup by an elder who 
will be walking around the sanctuary to serve those who remain seated. Christians of any age or church 

affiliation are welcome at Christ’s table, where Christ himself is the host. 

 
*HYMN  143                                 All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!                                  Diadem 

 
INVITATION 
                       One:  The Lord be with you. 
                       All:    And also with you. 

                       One:  Lift up your hearts. 

                       All:    We lift them to the Lord. 

                       One:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

                       All:    It is right to give God thanks and praise. 



COMMUNION PRAYER 
 
SANCTUS  

                           
 

COMMUNION PRAYER and MEMORIAL ACCLAMATIONS 

   

 
THE CONSECRATION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER [praying together] 

OUR FATHER, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from  evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 

  
           These are holy things, to keep us holy. Gifts of God for the people of God. 

            Let us keep the feast.  Alleluia!    

 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS 

 

COMMUNION MUSIC                Strengthen for Service, Lord                                              Leo Nestor 
 

Strengthen for service, Lord, the hands  That holy things have taken; Let ears that now have heard 
thy songs To clamor never waken.  Lord, may the tongues which Holy sang Keep free from all 
deceiving;  The eyes which saw Thy love be bright  Thy blessèd hope perceiving. The feet that tread 
Thy holy courts  From light do Thou not banish; The bodies by Thy body fed With Thy new life 
replenish.      

       …  5th century liturgy of Malabar 



 
 
 POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
  
 

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 

 
*HYMN  73                                    Swiftly Pass the Clouds of Glory             Geneva 

 
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 
*CHORAL BENEDICTION                         A Blessing              Martin Shaw 
    
The service music is from Communion Service in E-flat by Thomas Clark-Jones, written in 2005 for the Ordination of 
the Rev. Denise Clark-Jones to the office of Minister of Word and Sacrament.  The work is copyright © 2005; all rights 
reserved. 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
LEADING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

 

The Rev. Denise Clark-Jones, Pastor 
Carole Willadsen, Liturgist 

Thomas Clark-Jones, Organist-Choirmaster 
The Choir of Westminster Church 

 
 
 
 

A REMINDER … this Wednesday is Ash Wednesday.  A service of solemn Eucharist and 
Imposition of Ashes will take place at 7:00 p.m.  It is a brief but beautiful service marking the 
beginning of our Lenten journey as a congregation. Please make every effort to be present.  The 
full choir will sing at this service. 
 
NEXT SUNDAY EVENING at six o’clock, the second concert of the 2019-2020 season of the  
chamber choir, “Lumiere” will take place here in the Sanctuary of Westminster Church.  This 
Choir has already distinguished itself as an outstanding choral group in Central Illinois.  Lumiere 
is a choir of professional singers who represent the very height of the choral art under the 
direction of Dr. John Jost, retired professor at Bradley University and Founder of the Peoria Bach 
Festival.  Take time to come and be a part of this evening of music brought to us by one of Peoria’s 
most respected and beloved musicians.  Entrance for adults is $10.00 with lesser charge for 
children and students.   
 
JAZZ VESPERS will take place on March 8 at four o’clock here in the sanctuary.  Come and join 
David Hoffman and the Westminster Jazz Ensemble in swinging a new song unto God. 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

OPEN HANDS, OPEN HEARTS, OPEN MINDS 


