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WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

1420 West Moss Avenue 
Peoria, Illinois  61606 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
 
26 February 2020                                                                                             Seven O’clock 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

GATHERING IN THE PRESENCE OF THE RISEN CHRIST 
 

THE PREPARATION                   Ich ruf zu dir, Herr Jesu Christ                                              J.S. Bach 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                            Rev. Denise Clark-Jones 
 

One:  Come, you who are toiling, you who are bound-up; 
All:    Come, Liberating God, hear our cries for mercy! 
One:    Come, you who are lost, you who are without hope; 
All:    Come, Redeeming Christ, turn us to your light! 
One:  Come, you who are angry, you who are hurting; 
All:   Come, Cleansing Spirit, enter in to our hearts! 
One:  Come, for confession, for forgiveness, for restoration! 
All:   Come, O Holy One, free us, heal us, bless us! 
 

*THE HYMN IN PROCESSION  542                             Tallis’ Canon 
All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night 

 
*CALL TO CONFESSION                                                                    Alan Willadsen, Liturgist                            
 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (praying together) 
 

 One:  Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your steadfast love. 

All:    You know our transgressions, Righteous God, as do we. We have done or allowed 
to be done what is evil in Your sight. We have not been as faithful as we could be, 
yet we do not know how to escape from our sin. 

One:  Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your steadfast love. 

            All:    We pass judgment on others and we forget that judgment is Your job, not ours. 
Do not cast us away from you; Do not take Your Holy Spirit from us. 

 One:  Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your steadfast love. 

All:    God of Love and Mercy, create in us a clean heart and put a new and right spirit 
           within us. 

 One:  Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your steadfast love. 
 All:    Sustain in us a willing spirit; and restore to us the joy of your salvation. 

 One:  Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your steadfast love. 



 
 
 All:    Let us hear joy and gladness; let us sing aloud of your deliverance! Our sacrifices 

will not appease you. It is our genuine selves that you desire. 

 One:  Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your steadfast love. 
 All:    Then we will become examples for faithfulness; and we will help others return to 

your ways. 

 One and All: Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your steadfast love. 

 
IMPOSITION OF ASHES  

 

(During the singing of the anthem, you are invited to come forward for the imposition of the ashes. 
approaching the front of the church via the center aisle and returning to your seat via the side aisles. 
If you are unable to come forward, the Pastor will come to you.) 

\   
Pastor: Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.  
Individual:  In life and in death, I belong to God. 

 
ANTHEM                                                      De Profundis                                Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 

 

From the deep have I called unto thee, Hear, O Lord my voice in supplication: Let thine ears be opem 
to consider my pleading: Hear the voice of my complaining. If thou, Lord, wilt be extreme to mark the 
things done amiss, O my Lord who may abide it For that there is mercy, even pity with thee; and for 
thy mercy shalt thou be feared much, O Lord our God.  I look for the Lord for in him is my hope and 
trusting. My sould doth wait for the Lord God, the God of truth, More than they that await the Morning 
long for its coming.  Hopeth Israel in God the Lord. For with the Almighty there are mercies manifold; 
indeed we know he redemption is plenteous. He shall redeem even Israel and from his sins and his 
iniquities save him.Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.  As it was in the 
beginning is now and ever shall be, World without end. Amen.  Amen. 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

 
LENTEN RESPONSE  (sung together, we repeat the song several times, as the Spirit leads) 
  

 



                      

HEARING THE WORD 

 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  
  
SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 
 OLD TESTAMENT:  Isaiah 58:1-12              p. 688 NRSV 
 

GOSPEL:  Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21                                                 p. 5 NRSV 
 
MEDITATION                   Rev. Denise Clark-Jones 

 
 RESPONDING TO THE WORD  
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   (affirming together)                                                       The Apostles’ Creed 
 
      I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. Amen  
  

SEALING THE WORD 

 
At the time of the DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS, worshipers may come forward, down the 
center aisle, to receive bread and then dip their bread in a chalice. Those who are unable to come down 

the aisle, or who prefer to receive in the pew, will be served bread and an individual cup by an elder who 
will be walking around the sanctuary to serve those who remain seated. Christians of any age or church 

affiliation are welcome at Christ’s table, where Christ himself is the host. 

THE INVITATION 
 
SURSUM CORDA 
 
 Pastor:  The Lord be with you.  
 People: And also with you.  
 Pastor:  Lift up your hearts.  
 People: We lift them to the Lord.  
 Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
 People: It is right to give God thanks and praise.  



 
COMMUNION PRAYER (continues) 
 
SANCTUS  
 

                           
 

COMMUNION PRAYER AND MEMORIAL ACCLAMATIONS  

 

                           
 
 
INTERCESSIONS AND SUPPLICATIONS 
 ( … In your mercy … Lord hear our prayer) 
 
THE CONSECRATION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER [praying together] 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy  
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and  
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,  
forever. Amen. 

  
           These are holy things, to keep us holy. Gifts of God for the people of God. 

            Let us keep the feast.     

 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS 



 

COMMUNION ANTHEM                                                                                                             Leo Nestor 

Strengthen for Service Lord 
 

Strengthen for service, Lord, the hands  That holy things have taken; Let ears that now 
have heard thy songs To clamor never waken.  Lord, may the tongues which Holy sang 
Keep free from all deceiving;  The eyes which saw Thy love be bright  Thy blessèd hope 
perceiving. The feet that tread Thy holy courts  From light do Thou not banish; The 
bodies by Thy body fed With Thy new life replenish.      

          …  5th century liturgy of Malabar 

         

 POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

 
BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 

 
*HYMN  81                                                                                                                                        St. Flavian 

Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days 
 
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 
*CHORAL BENEDICTION        Graduale  from Requiem in C minor                         Luigi Cherubini 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
LEADING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

 

Rev. Denise M. Clark-Jones, Pastor 
Alan Willadsen, Liturgist 

Thomas Clark-Jones, Organist-Choirmaster 
The Westminster Choir 

 
 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

This evening we begin the season of Lent, a time of preparation for Holy Week and Easter.  As 
we enter upon this time of special devotion and prayer, we encourage all to be faithful and be 
present at worship throughout this time.  You may desire to embark upon a Lenten Discipline. 
Although we usually think of this as ‘giving up something for Lent’, you may, instead, decide to 
do something special during this time, such as engaging in additional prayer or study for this 
season, or devoting yourself to some special service.  Whatever you decide, we encourage you to 
find a way to observe this time that is unique and special for you. If the members of the church 
staff can be of any help in doing this, just let us know and we will do our best to assist.  
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

OPEN HANDS, OPEN HEARTS, OPEN MINDS 



 

 

Marked by Ashes 
 
 
 

Ruler of the Night, Guarantor of the day… 

This day — a gift from you. 
This day — like none other you have ever given, or we have ever received. 
This Wednesday dazzles us with gift and newness and possibility. 
This Wednesday burdens us with the tasks of the day, for we are already halfway 
home 
     halfway back to committees and memos, 
     halfway back to calls and appointments, 
     halfway on to next Sunday, 
     halfway back, half frazzled, half expectant, 
     half turned toward you, half rather not. 
This Wednesday is a long way from Ash Wednesday, 
   but all our Wednesdays are marked by ashes — 
    we begin this day with that taste of ash in our mouth: 
    of failed hope and broken promises, 
    of forgotten children and frightened women, 
    we ourselves are ashes to ashes, dust to dust; 
    we can taste our mortality as we roll the ash around on our tongues. 
We are able to ponder our ashness with 
   some confidence, only because our every Wednesday of ashes 
   anticipates your Easter victory over that dry, flaky taste of death. 
On this Wednesday, we submit our ashen way to you — 
   you Easter parade of newness. 
   Before the sun sets, take our Wednesday and Easter us, 
   Easter us to joy and energy and courage and freedom; 
   Easter us that we may be fearless for your truth. 
   Come here and Easter our Wednesday with 
    mercy and justice and peace and generosity. 
We pray as we wait for the Risen One who comes soon. 

 

 
Walter Brueggemann (b. 1933) 

 


