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THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
 
22 March 2020                                                                                                     Ten O’clock 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

GATHERING IN THE PRESENCE OF THE RISEN CHRIST 

 
ALMIGHTY God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid; Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that 
we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.                                 … The Prayer Book, 1928 

 

THE PREPARATION                     Partitas on the Passion Chorale                Johann Pachelbel 
 

WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY 

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                            Rev. Denise Clark-Jones 
 

 One: When the world is dark and full of hate and fear, when we cannot see Godwe will  
  turn on the light. 
All: When we cannot find our way back to love and peace we will turn on the light. 
One: When our vision dims due to the darkness within we will turn on the light. 
All: Christ opens our eyes with the gift of sight. 
One: The light of the world is Jesus Christ. 
All: Come and worship the one who brings sight to the blind. 

 
*THE HYMN 380                                   O Christ, the Healer                                 Erhalt uns, Herr 
 
 1. O Christ the healer, we have come  2. From every ailment flesh endures 
 To pray for health, to plead for friends,  Our bodies clamor to be freed; 
 How can we fail to be restored,   Yet in our hearts, we would confess 
 When reached by love that never ends.  That wholeness is our deepest need. 
 

3. Grant that we all, made one in faith, 
In your own community may find 

 The wholeness that enriching us, 
Shall reach the whole of humankind. 

                                                                                Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1969 

 
*CALL TO CONFESSION                                                                 Rev. Denise Clark-Jones, liturgist  
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 *in heart and spirit, please stand to worship 



 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (praying together) 
 

GOD OF WHOLENESS, we confess that we are fractured and scattered. We think 
we see in the mirror fully, but we still see through the glass darkly. We perceive 
others as less than ourselves. We look down on those whom we think do not work 
hard enough, and we compare others to ourselves. We do not see our neighbors as 
our brothers and sisters. Forgive us. Forgive us for not viewing others the way You 
view all of us, as Your children. Call us again to the commandment to love our 
neighbors as ourselves, and call us to seek their well-being and to see their full 
value.  

 
*TIME OF SILENCE AND PERSONAL CONFESSION 
 
*KYRIE 

          
 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 
*LENTEN RESPONSE  (singing together)                                                                      Westminster Abbey 
 
  To this temple where we call thee, Come O Lord of Hosts today, 
  With thy wonted loving kindness, Hear thy servants as they pray, 
  And thy fullest benediction, Shed within these walls alway.                                                                                            

                           
HEARING THE WORD 

 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  
  
SCRIPTURE READINGS 

 
OLD TESTAMENT: I Samuel 16:1-13                                                                      p. 259  NRSV 
 
The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him 
from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to 
Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his 
sons.” 2 Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And 
the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to 
the Lord.’ 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and 
you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” 4 Samuel did what 
the Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet 
him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5 He said, “Peaceably; I have 
come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” 
And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 



 

6 When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s 
anointed is now before the Lord.”[a] 7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on 
his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for 
the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but 
the Lord looks on the heart.” 8 Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass 
before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” 9 Then Jesse made 
Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” 10 Jesse 
made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, 
“The Lord has not chosen any of these.” 11 Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons 
here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” 
And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he 
comes here.” 12 He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful 
eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the 
one.” 13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his 
brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day 
forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 
 

 
 PSALTER                                                Psalm 23                                                                 Crimond 

 
 The Lord’s my Shepherd, I’ll not want My soul he doth restore again; 
 He makes me down to lie  And me to walk doth make 
 In pastures green He leadeth me,  Within the paths of righteousness 
 The quiet waters by.  E’en for his own name’s sake. 
 

Goodness and mercy all my life 
Shall surely follow me; 

And in God’s house forevermore 
My dwelling place shall be.                      

    Text: Scottish Psalter 1650 

 
  
 EPISTLE:   Ephesians 5:8-14                                                                                    p. 194 NRSV                                                    
 

8 For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children 
of light— 9 for  fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and 
true. 10 Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. 11 Take no part in the 
unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12 For it is shameful even 
to mention what such people do secretly; 13 but everything exposed by the light 
becomes visible, 14 for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 
 

“Sleeper, awake! 
 Rise from the dead, 
and Christ will shine on you.” 

 
GOSPEL:   John 9:1-41                              p. 102 NRSV 

 
As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, 
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+16%3A1-13&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-7602a


answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that 
God’s works might be revealed in him. 4 We[a] must work the works of him who 
sent me[b] while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 5 As long as I am 
in the world, I am the light of the world.” 6 When he had said this, he spat on the 
ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s 
eyes, 7 saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then 
he went and washed and came back able to see. 8 The neighbors and those who 
had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit 
and beg?” 9 Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is 
someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10 But they kept asking him, 
“Then how were your eyes opened?” 11 He answered, “The man called Jesus made 
mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went 
and washed and received my sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, 
“I do not know.” 
 

13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been 
blind. 14 Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his 
eyes. 15 Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. 
He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” 16 Some 
of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the 
sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” 
And they were divided. 17 So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say 
about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 
 

18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight 
until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight 19 and asked 
them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now 
see?” 20 His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born 
blind; 21 but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who 
opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22 His parents 
said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that 
anyone who confessed Jesus[c] to be the Messiah[d] would be put out of the 
synagogue. 23 Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 
24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to 
him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25 He answered, “I 
do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, 
now I see.” 26 They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your 
eyes?” 27 He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. 
Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his 
disciples?” 28 Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are 
disciples of Moses. 29 We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, 
we do not know where he comes from.” 30 The man answered, “Here is an 
astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my 
eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who 
worships him and obeys his will. 32 Never since the world began has it been heard 
that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33 If this man were not from 
God, he could do nothing.” 34 They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, 
and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+9&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26434a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+9&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26434b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+9&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26452c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+9&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26452d


35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, 
“Do you believe in the Son of Man?”[e] 36 He answered, “And who is he, sir?[f] Tell 
me, so that I may believe in him.” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and 
the one speaking with you is he.” 38 He said, “Lord,[g] I believe.” And he worshiped 
him. 39 Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not 
see may see, and those who do see may become blind.” 40 Some of the Pharisees 
near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41 Jesus 
said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, 
‘We see,’ your sin remains. 

 
SERMON                    Rev. Denise Clark-Jones 

 
RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

 
*HYMN                                                                 St. Agnes 

Shepherd of Souls, Refresh and Bless 
 

1. Shepherd of souls, refresh and bless  2. We would not live by bread alone, 
Your chosen pilgrim flock    But by your word of grace, 
With manna in the wilderness,   In strength of which we travel on 
With water from the rock.    To our abiding place. 

 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (together)                                              from Philippians 2 
 

CHRIST JESUS, though he was in the form of God, Did not regard equality with God 
As something to be exploited, But emptied himself, Taking the form of a slave, Being 
born in human likeness. And being found in human form He humbled himself And 
became obedient to the point of death, Even death on a cross. Therefore God also 
highly exalted him And gave him the name that is above every name, So that at the 
name of Jesus Every knee should bend, In heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
And every tongue should confess To the glory of God: Jesus Christ is Lord!  
  

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

 

 One: The peace of Christ be with you.   All:  And also with you. 

 

(In that we are worshipping on line, exchange signs of Christ’s peace with your family 
and friends who might be worshipping with us. If you are along, you are part of our  
greater church family on line. God’s peace be with all of us!) 
 

THE OFFERING OF TITHES AND GIFTS 
 
PRAYERS AND INTERCESSIONS        (In your mercy … Lord hear our prayer)  
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  [praying together] 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+9&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26465e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+9&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26466f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+9&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26468g


OUR FATHER, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
 

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 
*HYMN  555                           Now Thank We All Our God                      Nun danket alle Gott 
 
 Now thank we all our God   O may this bounteous God 
 With heart and hands and voices,  Through all our life be near us, 
 Who wondrous things hath done,  With ever joyful hearts 
 In whom the world rejoices,   And blessed peace to cheer us. 
 Who from our mothers’ arms,   And keep us in God’s grace, 
 Hath blessed us on our way   And guard us when perplexed, 
 With countless gifts of love,   And free us from all ills,    
 And still is ours today.    In this world and the next. 
 

(This hymn was written by Lutheran pastor, Martin Rinkert in 1636, during the height of a severe 
plague.  Rinkart was the only surviving pastor in Eilenburg, Germany conducting as many as 50 
funerals in a day. He performed more than 4000 funerals in that year, including that of his wife. 
In the midst of this tragedy, beyond any of our knowing, he wrote this outpouring of praise to 
God the Creator for life … it’s joys, blessings and challenges. It seems only fitting to sing it as we 
are separated from one another to stem yet another plague.  We pray that God will bless our 
world, our nation and those working to find a vaccine for this deadly disease so that we might 
soon join together, face to face, in worship.) 

 
*COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION 

 
*POSTLUDE                                    Lord Have Mercy Upon Us                          Johann Sebastian Bach 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

LEADING IN WORSHIP 
 

Rev. Denise M. Clark-Jones, Pastor 
Thomas Clark-Jones, Organist-Choirmaster 

 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

OPEN HANDS, OPEN HEARTS, OPEN MINDS 


