
DAILY READINGS FOR WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8  

Morning Psalms 5; 147:1-11 

First Reading Lamentations 2:1-9 

Second Reading 2 Corinthians 1:23-2:11 

Gospel Reading Mark 12:1-11 

Evening Psalms 27; 51 

 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 

Maundy Thursday. Because this service centers around the commu-
nal meal Christ shared with his disciples, we have decided to forgo 
this service due to the COVID-19 virus pandemic. 

Good Friday. The service can be viewed anytime after 12-noon on 
Friday.  During this service we will reflect on the ultimate sacrifice 
made by Christ for the forgiveness of our sins. The Passion narrative 
from Matthew will be read. You will be invited to sing hymns and 
pray. 

Easter Sunday. We will gather together for a virtual Easter morning 
celebration at 10 a.m. Our bass soloist, Dave Kortemeier, will lead the 
Easter hymns and sing three of Ralph Vaughn Williams “Five Mystical 
Songs” - “Easter,” “The Call,” and “Let All the World in Every Corner 
Sing.” Be sure to share with your friends. We don’t want this to be the 
best kept secret.  

 

DEVOTION: WEDNESDAY OF HOLY WEEK 
April 8  //  by Eric V. Beck 

 Excerpt taken from “Becoming a Beloved Community” printed by Pres-
byterian Church (USA), Presbyterian Mission 

How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and 
sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuse help? - 1 John 3:17 

“They have nowhere to go, Dad. Jessica is a student and Daniel lost 
his job. Their landlord just more than doubled the rent and they can’t 
pay. We either take them in or they’ll be living in their car with little 
Anthony,” my daughter pleaded. 

Anthony was eight months old.  

“Well, what about their parents, or relatives maybe?” I asked.  

“Their parents can’t afford to help, and live on the other side of the 
country,” my daughter replied.  

“Okay,” I said.  

Jessica was my daughter’s age, just 21 or so, and attended the local 
community college with her. This young, struggling couple reminded 
me of my wife and myself at that age. At one point we had mothering 
and were forced to live with our newborn son in a travel trailer in a 
backyard with no heat or running water, and used the help of social 
services to get by while I worked 19-hour days with three jobs.  

“We’ll have to break out the camping pads and sleeping bags. They 
can stay as long as they need,” I told my daughter.  

And so, the young parents and their son found a refuge in their time 
of need. The beloved community is supposed to be one of love, grace 
and hospitality where we identify as one large family, and none are 
in want. If this is to be true, then we must make it so.  

God, open my heart to the opportunities to share with others, and in 
doing so show the world your grace and goodness. - Amen. 

 

LILY DEDICATIONS - Deadline tomorrow! 

In keeping with tradition, we will once again be 
adorning our sanctuary with Easter Lilies. If you 
would like to donate a plant for someone, please 
send your information by April 9, 2020. 

The recommended donation is $18. Checks can be 
mailed to the church. You can make your check 
payable to Westminster Church or WPC. Please 
mark memo portion of your check “Easter Lily.”  

Please include your information [found here] 

You may also fill out the Easter Dedication form online.  When you 
are all done filling out your dedication form, click “next” to be taken 
to the payment portal to pay for your lily plant(s). 

Due to COVID-19 executive order we will not be able to deliver them 
to the homebound. IF you choose to pick up, you may make these ar-
rangements with Steve, who at this time is still keeping his regular 
work hours at the church. He will put the lily plant outside for you to 
drive through, pick it up and continue on your way. 

Steve’s phone number is (309) 224-6237 
His work schedule is: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday from 
8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. He does not work on Tuesday. 

 

the gretchen r. iben arts series … 

    at westminster church of Peoria 

To All of our Friends and Supporters: 

Although this notice will come as no surprise to anyone, nonetheless, 
it is not easy to write with the understanding that we will not be able 
to present the remainder of our Spring portion of the 2019 – 2020 
Iben Series.   

The much anticipated performance of Olivier Messiaen’s “Quartet for 
the End of Time” which had been scheduled for the 27th of March will 
be rescheduled in the fall.  The musicians preparing this remarkable 
work are anxious to share it with the Peoria community.  It’s eerie 
title might make one wonder as to how appropriate it is at this time, 
but I think you will find it most intriguing. The title is a ‘double mean-
ing’.  Yes, it is in part inspired by the biblical book of Revelation, but 
also describes a key factor in the music of Messiaen …the fact that he 
seems to be able to suspend time. The music seems to float free of the 
usual burden of being in time and space.  It is a characteristic of all 
this composer’s work and gives one a sense of eternity … a most unu-
sual feeling. So look for further information of this as the fall season 
begins. 

We are also sad to report that the recital of Dr. Craig Cramer from 
Notre Dame will be cancelled along with the rest of the Peoria Bach 
Festival for this year.  We are in negotiations with Dr. Cramer in 
hopes that he will be able to play his Bach recital for us next spring.   

All of us at Westminster Church of Peoria look forward to the day 
when we can once again gather to present great music in a great 
space.  Until the ‘all clear’ is sounded, may the grace of God be with 
you as you do your part to help quash this most difficult virus among 
us.  We pray for your well being, and that we will meet in the pews of 
Westminster Church again this fall to enjoy some of the great music 
of the ages.   Peace to all … 

Thomas Clark-Jones, Organist-Choirmaster 
Chair, Gretchen R. Iben Series 

 

QUICK LINKS [click on an image to open] 

APRIL 8, 2020 

WAYS you can make a donation:  
   -  Website online portal, just 
select the fund to which you 
would like to contribute in the 
drop down list on the right.  
   - Mail in a payment to WPC, 
1420 W. Moss Avenue, Peoria, 
Illinois 61606 
   - Text WestminsterPresb $50 
(any amount) to 73256 to give to 
General Funds using your text 
messaging.  Standard text mes-
sage rates do apply. 
You can pay towards your 2020 
Pledge, make a general offering, 
or give to a specific mission. You 
choose. If you have questions, 
please email Denise Wirth. 
 

 
  

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING  
Gifts are helping partners with 
emergency food assistance and 
address the underlying causes of 
hunger and homelessness for the 
millions of people struggling to 
maintain their very existence. 
Through One Great Hour of Shar-
ing, we extend shelter to those 
who have no place to stay, food to 
those who are hungry, and com-
passion to those who have pain- 
be it physical, emotional or spir-
itual. Together, we become the 
household of God; and all are wel-
come. Won't you join us with a 
gift to One Great Hour of Sharing? 
 
 
 
 
.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Or Text WestminsterPresb OGHS 
$50 (any amount) to give to One 
Great Hour of Sharing. Standard 
text message rates do apply.  
 

E - NEWS 
Read them all from one page. If 
you have deleted an email or have 
many emails to sift through, as I 
do, you can find all of the eNews 
Flashes that have been sent out 
all on one page.  
 
 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
Give them a shout out and wish 
them a Happy Birthday. If you 
need an address or phone num-
ber, email Mary Lee 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
        24    Jeff & Dian Case 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
For Julia Mitchell Hoffman, OSF 
Peoria, Room 524, fighting kidney 
failure. 

For Donna Clark, Methodist Hospi-
tal, Room Hamilton 416, recover-
ing from hip surgery.  

For Lucinda K., who had hip & 
back surgery Monday morning 

For Mary L., who is having surgery 
to remove lesions from her liver 
this morning. 
 

 
 
 

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE 
 Good Friday 12-Noon  
 Easter Sunday 10 a.m. 

ONLINE GIVING 

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
1420 W MOSS AVENUE | PEORIA 

WPC@WESTMINSTERPEORIA.ORG   |   WESTMINSTERPEORIA.ORG 
309.673.8501 

DONATE NOW 

2 Marian Borders 

4 Suellen Kirkwood 

4 Madison Fisher 

16 Janet Kelley 

17 Gina O'Neill-Hawkins 

22 Morgan Kupper 

24 Mark Matuszak 

26 Ben Willadsen 
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