
DAILY READINGS FOR THURSDAY, APRIL 9  

Morning Psalms 27; 147:12-20 

First Reading Lamentations 2:10-18 

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 10:14-17; 
and 11:27-32 

Gospel Reading Mark 14:12-25 

Evening Psalms 126; 102 

 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 

Maundy Thursday. Because this service centers around the communal 
meal Christ shared with his disciples, we have decided to forgo this ser-
vice due to the COVID-19 virus pandemic. 

Good Friday. The service can be viewed anytime after 12-noon on Fri-
day.  During this service we will reflect on the ultimate sacrifice made by 
Christ for the forgiveness of our sins. The Passion narrative from Mat-
thew will be read. You will be invited to sing hymns and pray. 

Easter Sunday. We will gather together for a virtual Easter morning cele-
bration at 10 a.m. Our bass soloist, Dave Kortemeier, will lead the Easter 
hymns and sing three of Ralph Vaughn Williams “Five Mystical Songs” - 
“Easter,” “The Call,” and “Let All the World in Every Corner Sing.” Be sure 
to share with your friends. We don’t want this to be the best kept secret.  

 

 A MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR 

Maundy Thursday marks the beginning of the climax of 
Holy Week, as Jesus shares his last meal with his friends 
before he is betrayed. The word “maundy” is believed to 
be derived from the Latin word “mandatum,” the first 
word of the Latin phrase “Mandatum novum do vobis ut 
diligatis invicem sicut dilexi vos” (“A new commandment 

I give unto you, that you love one another as I have loved you”). Jesus uses 
this statement in John’s Gospel to explain the significance of washing the 
disciples’ feet. Maundy Thursday is also the night that Jesus instituted the 
Lord’s Supper with the words “Do this in remembrance of me.”   

In that celebrating the Lord's Supper, the Eucharist, together is central to 
this service, we decided not to try to do this online. We will be celebrating 
the Lord's Supper as part of our online Easter morning worship service. I 
invite you to read the scripture passages for Maundy Thursday as posted 
above in the daily readings for Holy Week.  

 

DEVOTION: THURSDAY OF HOLY WEEK 
April 9  //  by Frances Wattman Rosenau 

 Excerpt taken from “Becoming a Beloved Community” 
printed by Presbyterian Church (USA), Presbyterian Mission 

 

You call me Teacher and Lord - and you are right, for that is 
what I am. So if I, your Lord and teacher, have washed your 
feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. For I have set 

you an example, that you also should do as I have done for you. Very truly, I 
tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers 
greater than the one who sent them. If you know these things, you are 
blessed if you do them. John 13:13-17  

In confirmation class, I learned that there are two sacraments in the Pres-
byterian Church (USA) - baptism and the Lord’s Supper. I also learned 
that our definition for a sacrament is that it must be 1) a direct command-
ment of Jesus and 2) that it is meant for everyone. Somehow, foot wash-
ing didn’t make the cut.  

Jesus says very clearly in this passage that we are to wash one another’s 
feet and follow his example. He even says we’ll be blessed if we do. So 
why don’t we?  

My hunch is that foot washing makes culturally Eurocentric Americans 
too uncomfortable. We prefer polite orderliness in church and have a par-
ticular aversion to anything too bodily. Yet it turns out, our emotions give 
us bodily sensations. After my children have overwhelmingly feelings, I 
asked them where they felt it in their bodies. “In my throat,” my 4-year-
old says, describing his sadness. “In my legs; I wanted to run,” says my 7-
year-old when he was frustrated and angry at the same time. When they 
know what the physical sensation is, they are more likely to recognize it 
the next time around, then sit with and breathe through the physical sen-
sation while it is with them.  

Foot washing makes us feel uncomfortable and vulnerable. Perhaps that’s 
why we need it. We need to spend more time precisely with our discom-
fort and vulnerability in these hours before the cross. Jesus’ last days are 
all about his body: his arrest, beating, execution, death and burial. It’s no 
mistake that the two traditions connected with Maundy Thursday - the 
washing of feet and then the breaking of the bread - are connected to 
Christ’s body.  

This day and this night, may we be aware of the place our two feet are 
planted. May we walk the journey of these next few days allowing the ex-
perience to speak to us through the breadth of our senses.  

Jesus, we have been walking with you this season of Lent. This day, the jour-
ney becomes uniquely yours. If the story of Maundy Thursday is familiar to 
us, give us a new insight we need to hear. And if it is new for us, fill us with 
awe at how you chose to live and die. In your precious name we pray. Amen.  

 

LILY DEDICATIONS - Deadline TODAY! 

In keeping with tradition, we will once again be adorn-
ing our sanctuary with Easter Lilies. If you would like 
to donate a plant for someone, please send your infor-
mation by April 9, 2020. 

The recommended donation is $18. Checks can be 
mailed to the church. You can make your check payable 
to Westminster Church or WPC. Please mark memo 

portion of your check “Easter Lily.”  Please include your information 
[found here] 

You may also fill out the Easter Dedication form online.  When you are 
all done filling out your dedication form, click “next” to be taken to the 
payment portal to pay for your lily plant(s). 

Due to COVID-19 executive order we will not be able to deliver them to 
the homebound. IF you choose to pick up, you may make these arrange-
ments with Steve, who at this time is still keeping his regular work hours 
at the church. He will put the lily plant outside for you to drive through, 
pick it up and continue on your way. 

Steve’s phone number is (309) 224-6237 
His work schedule is: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday from 8:30 
a.m. to 3 p.m. He does not work on Tuesday. 

 

WESTMARK FOOD PANTRY CLOSED! 

In response to the Governor’s Stay at Home order focused on containing 
the spread of COVID-19, the WestMark Food Pantry has decided to tem-
porarily close until further notice. Many of the volunteers are considered 
high risk, so for their safety it was decided it was time to close the doors 
until the stay at home order has been lifted. Please check the church cal-
endar or website for updates on this situation.  

We will use this time to restock our shelves, as they were getting a quite 
bare. We are still picking up food from our regular food banks and the 
delivery from the Food Bank Commodity. However, the schedules have 
changed. Listed below are three confirmed dates but it is always a good 
idea to check with Pat or Wayne for any last minute changes as things 
nowadays seem to change quickly and often.  

The schedule for April is  

 Friday, April 10 at 9:45 a.m. (Peoria Food Bank Appointment) 

 Thursday, April 16 at 1 p.m. (Midwest pick-up) 

 Wednesday, April 22 at 11 a.m. (Food Bank Commodity Delivery) 

For more information check the church calendar or the WestMark Food 
Pantry webpage.  

 

W.I.G.L. (WRAPPED IN GOD’S LOVE) MINISTRY 

Are you bored? Feeling anxious? Have nothing to do?  Now would be a 
great time to pick up your needles and do a little crocheting or knitting. 
You can support this important ministry by making a Prayer Shawl. Some 
may call them a Peace Shawl or a Comfort Shawl but they are all made 
with one intention, to wrap the wearer in God’s love, to feel at peace, and 
to receive the healing touch of our maker. They symbolize shelter, peace 
and spiritual sustenance.  They can be of any color or pattern you would 
like to do.  So grab that leftover yarn from the last project you did and 
make a shawl.   

When you have them completed, you may drop them off at the door at the 
church or bring them in when the doors of the church re-open.  

If you have any questions on this, please contact Marilyn Luman.  

AND if you are not one to crochet or knit, perhaps sewing is your thing.  
The local healthcare pros are asking for masks. (Story by Jeremy Scott, 
1470 & 100.3 WMBD, printed 04/08/20) The local healthcare commu-
nity is asking for our help. Homemade (Olsen) masks are being accepted 
for Unity Point Health, OSF Healthcare, Heartland Health, University of 
Illinois College of Medicine Peoria, all fire departments of Peoria, East Pe-
oria, and the Pekin Police Department. They don’t need anything fancy, 
just functional. They are just trying to get as many masks made as possi-
ble because of the large need. Just UnityPoint alone will be needing 1,500 
masks per week until the pandemic has passed.  

Some of the drop-off  locations for the masks include Heartland Health, 
the Hult Center, Peoria Fire Departments, complete list in article found 
HERE 

Patterns for the Olsen mask and surgical style mask can be found HERE. 

 

SOME GOOD NEWS  

Because the CDC now recommends that people leaving 
their homes should wear a non-medical cloth face covering 
and you are asking yourself, “But what if I can’t find one?” 
or maybe “I don’t know how to sew. Now what?”  Do not 
worry! We have you covered. Bonnie Jackson has been a 
busy bee sewing these masks. If you need a mask or a few, 

contact Bonnie and put in your order. Delivery arrangements can be 
made when you contact Bonnie.  (Phone: (309) 696-1955  or by EMAIL. 
(bon1jon2@yahoo.com) 

 

 

                     BE BLESSED AND STAY WELL! 

APRIL 9, 2020 

WAYS you can make a donation:  
   -  Website online portal, just select 
the fund to which you would like to 
contribute in the drop down list on 
the right.  
   - Mail in a payment to WPC, 1420 
W. Moss Avenue, Peoria, Illinois 
61606 
   - Text WestminsterPresb $50 (any 
amount) to 73256 to give to General 
Funds using your text messaging.  
Standard text message rates do ap-
ply. 
You can pay towards your 2020 
Pledge, make a general offering, or 
give to a specific mission. You 
choose. If you have questions, please 
email Denise Wirth. 
 
 
  
ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING  
Gifts are helping partners with emer-
gency food assistance and address 
the underlying causes of hunger and 
homelessness for the millions of 
people struggling to maintain their 
very existence. Through One Great 
Hour of Sharing, we extend shelter 
to those who have no place to stay, 
food to those who are hungry, and 
compassion to those who have pain- 
be it physical, emotional or spiritual. 
Together, we become the household 
of God; and all are welcome. Won't 
you join us with a gift to One Great 
Hour of Sharing? 
 
 
 
 
.   
 
 
 
 
 
Or Text WestminsterPresb OGHS 
$50 (any amount) to give to One 
Great Hour of Sharing. Standard text 
message rates do apply.  
 
 
E - NEWS 

Read them all from one page. If you 
have deleted an email or have many 
emails to sift through, as I do, you 
can find all of the eNews Flashes that 
have been sent out all on one page.  
 
 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
        24    Jeff & Diane Case 
Give them a shout out and wish 
them a Happy Birthday or Anniver-
sary. If you need an address or 
phone number, email Mary Lee 
 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
For Julia Mitchell Hoffman, OSF Peo-
ria, Room 524, fighting kidney fail-
ure.. 
For Donna Clark, Methodist Hospital, 
Room Hamilton 416, recovering from 
hip surgery.. 
For Lucinda K., who had hip & back 
surgery Monday morning.. 
For Mary L., who is having surgery to 
remove lesions from her liver this 
morning.. 
 

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE 
 Good Friday 12-Noon  
 Easter Sunday 10 a.m. 
 
 
MAUNDY THURSDAY  
Some simple spiritual practices to do 
throughout your day.  
Click HERE to go to the page. Scroll 
down until your see: 04/09/20 – A 
Mindful Maundy Thursday – Liturgy  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
QUICK LINKS  
[click on an image to open] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ONLINE GIVING 

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
1420 W MOSS AVENUE | PEORIA 

WPC@WESTMINSTERPEORIA.ORG   |   WESTMINSTERPEORIA.ORG 
309.673.8501 

DONATE NOW 

2 Marian Borders 

4 Suellen Kirkwood 

4 Madison Fisher 

5 Kent Nyblin 

16 Janet Kelley 

17 Gina O'Neill-Hawkins 

22 Morgan Kupper 

24 Mark Matuszak 

26 Ben Willadsen 
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