
REVISED COMMON LECTIONARY READINGS FOR SATURDAY, APRIL 
11, 2020, THE GREAT VIGIL OF EASTER  

 First Reading Genesis 1:1-2:4a 
Response Psalm 136:1-9, 23-26 
Second Reading Genesis 7:1-5, 11-18; 8:6-
18; 9:8-13 
Response Psalm 46:1-11 
Third Reading Genesis 22:1-18 

 Response Psalm 16:1-11 
 Fourth Reading Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21 
 Response Exodus 15:1b-13, 17-18 
 Fifth Reading Isaiah 55:1-11 
 Response Isaiah 12:2-6 
 Sixth Reading Proverbs 8:1-8, 19-21;9:4b-6 
 Response Psalm 19:1-14 
 Seventh Reading Ezekiel 36:24-28 
 Response Psalm 42:1-11 and 43:1-5 
 Eighth Reading Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 Response Psalm 143:1-12 
 Ninth Reading Zephaniah 3:14-20 
 Response Psalm 98:1-9 
 Tenth Reading Romans 6:3-11 
 Response Psalm 114:1-8 
 Gospel Matthew 28:1-10 

 

 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 

Good Friday. This service, and others, can be viewed anytime on Face-
Book, YouTube, or on our website. We had a rough start yesterday getting 
the service running with a broken link but it has been fixed and you 
should be able to view the Good Friday Service. During this service we 
will reflect on the ultimate sacrifice made by Christ for the forgiveness of 
our sins. The Passion narrative from Matthew will be read. You will be 
invited to sing hymns and pray. 

Easter Sunday. We will gather together for a 
virtual Easter morning celebration at 10 a.m. 
Our bass soloist, Dave Kortemeier, will lead the 
Easter hymns and sing three of Ralph Vaughn 
Williams “Five Mystical Songs” - “Easter,” “The 
Call,” and “Let All the World in Every Corner 
Sing.” Be sure to share with your friends. We 
don’t want this to be the best kept secret.  

 

DEVOTION: SATURDAY OF HOLY WEEK 
April 11  //  by Rae Chen Huang 

 Excerpt taken from “Becoming a Beloved Community” printed by Presby-
terian Church (USA), Presbyterian Mission 

 

When it was noon, darkness came over the whole 
land until three in the afternoon. At three o’clock Je-
sus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema 
sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why 
have you forsaken me?”  . . . The Jesus gave a loud cry 
and breathed his last.  . . .  There were also women 
looking on from a distance; among them were Mary 
Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the 
younger and of Joses, and Salome. These used to fol-
low him and provided for him when he was in Galilee; 
and there were many other women who had come up 
with him to Jerusalem.  . . .  Then Joseph bought a lin-
en cloth, and taking down the body, wrapped it in the 

linen cloth, and laid it in a tomb that had been hewn out of the rock. He then 
rolled a stone against the door of the tomb.  -Mark 15:33-46. 

Holy Saturday is the lesser of our holy days. We don’t do much on this 
day. Some of us host Easter vigils or prepare for our Easter Sunday meal, 
but other than that we don’t spend too much time preparing for the res-
urrection.  

Think about it. We just spent 40 days in Lent preparing for Jesus’ death, 
and then we get one Holy Saturday to prepare for resurrection.  

New life takes time. It took seven years in a long-term relationship for me 
to fee ready to have a child, nine months for me to carry my child to term, 
nine months to prepare my house and my mind for a baby and too many 
hours of labor and delivery.  

New life takes time to process, prepare, ponder …  

Recently, I’ve been learning about the Notorious RBG, the small, but 
fierce, infamous dessenter, Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg. 
She has spent the majority of her career advocating for women’s rights 
and gender equality. Like a good organizer, she has charted a strategic 
course to end gender discrimination one case at a time, building on each 
successive victory.  

At her Supreme Court confirmation hearing in 1993, she said, “Generally, 
change in our society is incremental. Real change, enduring change, hap-
pens one step at a time.”  

Resurrection is a process. Resurrection is something we plan and prepare 
for. Resurrection is something we must create and build. Resurrection is 
something that happens one step at a time. Holy Saturday is the beginning 
of resurrection.  

 

Ever-loving God, most days we are living in a season of Holy Saturday. Our 
Messiah has died, and like Jesus, we feel like we’ve been forsaken, and we 
don’t know what’s next. Remind us that resurrection happens one step at a 
time. Inspire us to join as co-creators in building the beloved community. 
Empower us to prepare for resurrection; not only for ourselves, but so that 
all may experience new life.  - Amen. 

APRIL 11, 2020 

WAYS you can make a donation:  
   -  Website online portal, just select 
the fund to which you would like to 
contribute in the drop down list on 
the right.  
   - Mail in a payment to WPC, 1420 
W. Moss Avenue, Peoria, Illinois 
61606 
   - Text WestminsterPresb $50 (any 
amount) to 73256 to give to General 
Funds using your text messaging.  
Standard text message rates do ap-
ply. 
You can pay towards your 2020 
Pledge, make a general offering, or 
give to a specific mission. You 
choose. If you have questions, please 
email Denise Wirth. 
 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS 

For Julia Mitchell Hoffman, OSF Peo-
ria, Room 524, fighting kidney fail-
ure.. 
 
For Donna Clark, recovering from hip 
surgery.. 
 
For Lucinda K., who had hip & back 
surgery Monday morning.. 
 
For Mary L., who is having surgery to 
remove lesions from her liver this 
morning.. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY, APRIL 12, 2020, 10 AM 
 
 
 
WE PRAY 
Lord God, 
On the Sabbath, 
Jesus rested. 
He was in the grave. 
He had finished his work. 
To most people’s eyes, 
It looked as if it were all over. 
He was dead and buried. 
But only as a seed dies when it is 
planted in the earth, 
Not to decay, but to spring to new 
life. 
Teach us to take refuge in you when 
we are afraid 
Teach us that death is not our end 
Teach us to hope always in you 
And in the resurrection, the making 
of all things 
New. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
Amen. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

On Easter Sunday, a special offering 
will be collected for One Great Hour 
of Sharing. OGHS is the largest way 
that Presbyterians join together to 
share God’s love worldwide. Each gift 
helps to improve the lives of people 
in challenging situations through  
rebuilding efforts, sponsoring food 
security programs, and by partnering 
with communities to promote                 
self-development. Checks can sent  
by mail, made out to Westminster 
Presbyterian Church with “OGHS” in 
the memo line, or gifts can be given 
online by clicking the “Give Online” 
button. Or Text WestminsterPresb 
OGHS $50 (any amount) to 73256 to 
give to One Great Hour of Sharing 
using your text messaging. Standard 
text message rates do apply.  
 

ONLINE GIVING 

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
1420 W MOSS AVENUE | PEORIA 

WPC@WESTMINSTERPEORIA.ORG   |   WESTMINSTERPEORIA.ORG 
309.673.8501 

HOLY SATURDAY 
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