
 

 

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
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THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
10 May 2020                                                                                                     Ten O’clock 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
GATHERING IN THE PRESENCE OF THE RISEN CHRIST 

 
THE PREPARATION                            Prière a Notre Dame                                            Leon Böellmann 
 
WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY 

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                          Rev. Clark-Jones 
 

 One:  We gather in the name of the living Christ to worship God. 
All:  Surely, God is in this place and calls us to worship in spirit and in truth. 
One:  God’s love is for you and for all people everywhere. 
All:  That we may share God’s love and life, may we be renewed in the refreshing 

Spirit of the living Christ. 
One:  The living Christ is with us. 
All:    Alleuia! 

 
*THE HYMN 416                                                                      Westminster Abbey 

Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation 
 

1. Christ is made the sure foundation  2. To this temple where we call you, 
Christ the head and cornerstone,   Come, O Lord of Hosts today, 
Chosen of the Lord and precious   With your wonted loving kindness 
Binding all the church in one;   Hear your people as they pray. 
Holy Zion’s help forever,    And your fullest benediction 
And our confidence alone.   Shed within these walls always. 
 
3. Here bestow on all your servants  4. Laud and honor to the Father, 
What they ask of you to gain   Laud and honor to the Son, 
What they gain from you forever   Laud and honor to the Spirit 
With the blessed to retain,    Ever three and ever one, 
And hereafter in your glory   One in might and one in glory 
Evermore with you to reign.   While unending ages run. 
 

     Text: 7th Century Latin, trans. John Mason Neale, 1851 
     Music:  Henry Purcell, (1659-1695) 

 



 

 

*CALL TO CONFESSION 

 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (praying together) 
 

ALMIGHTY GOD, we come to You confessing that we have looked the other way, 
ignored our neighbor in need, and have given in to selfish gain. We confess we have 
put our own lives above the lives of others, basing our needs on our desires instead 
of seeing the needs of the world around us. Forgive us. Call us to live as You lived, 
to lay down our lives for one another, to seek forgiveness from one another and to 
reach out to one another in mutual love and concern. 
 

*TIME OF SILENCE AND PERSONAL CONFESSION 
 
*KYRIE    

  
 

© Thomas Clark-Jones. 2005,  All rights reserved.   
Used with permission. 

 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

 
*GLORIA PATRI  

                                                               

    
 

       © Thomas Clark-Jones, 2005, All rights reserved.  
        Used with permission. 

 



 

 

HEARING THE WORD 

 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  
  
 NEW TESTAMENT LESSON: Acts 7:55-60                         p. 126, NRSV 
 

5 But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God 
and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens 
opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57 But they 
covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. 58 Then 
they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid 
their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 While they were stoning 
Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he knelt down and 
cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had 
said this, he died.[a 

  
THE PSALTER:                                         Psalm 31                    Erhalt uns 

 
 1. Save me from shame, my refuge, Lord, 2. Be my strong rock; you are my crag, 

In righteousness deliver me;   My stronghold, castle none can take; 
Incline your ear, O Lord, I pray,   Lead me, O Lord, along straight paths 
Make haste to help me, set me free.  And guide me for your own Name’s sake. 
 

3. Release me from the secret snare; 
You are my tower of strength and might 

I trust my spirit to your hands, 
Redeemer, God of truth and might. 

 

 from:  A New Metrical Psalter, Christopher L. Webber 
 © 1986,  The Church Hymnal Corp., New York, (used and reprinted with permission) 

 
.  
 EPISTLE:  I Peter 2:2-10  p. 233 NRSV 
 

2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may 
grow into salvation— 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4 Come to 
him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s 
sight, and 5 like living stones, let yourselves be built[a] into a spiritual house, to 
be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ. 6 For it stands in scripture: 
 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
 a cornerstone chosen and precious; 
and whoever believes in him[b] , will not be put to shame” 

 
  To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, 

 

  
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=I+Peter+2%3A2-10&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-30387a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=I+Peter+2%3A2-10&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-30388b


 

 

 
 “The stone that the builders rejected 
            has become the very head of the corner,” 
8 and 
 

 “A stone that makes them stumble, 
     and a rock that makes them fall.” 

 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9 But 
you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people,[c] in 
order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light. 
 

 10 Once you were not a people, 
      but now you are God’s people; 
        once you had not received mercy, 
        but now you have received mercy. 

 
 

 
  
 
 GOSPEL:  John 14:1-14  p. 108 NRSV 
 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe[a] in God, believe also in me. 2 In my 
Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you?[b] 3 And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you 
may be also. 4 And you know the way to the place where I am going.”[c] 5 Thomas 
said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the 
way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes 
to the Father except through me. 7 If you know me, you will know[d] my Father 
also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 
 

 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9 Jesus 
said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know 
me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the 
Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The 
words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in 
me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; 
but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12 Very truly, 
I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, 
will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 I will do 
whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If 
in my name you ask me[e] for anything, I will do it. 

 
SERMON                    Rev. Denise Clark-Jone 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=I+Peter+2%3A2-10&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-30391c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A1-14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26659a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A1-14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26660b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A1-14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26662c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A1-14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26665d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A1-14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26672e


 

 

 
*HYMN  339                                              Be Thou My Vision                                  Slane 
 
 

 1. Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart, 2. Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise, 
 Nought be all else to me, save that thou art -  Thou mine inheritance now and always; 
 Thou my best thought, by day or my night, Thou and thou only, first in my heart, 
 Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. Great God of Heaven, my treasure thou art. 
 

3. Be thou my wisdom, and thou my rue word; 
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall 

Still be my vision O Ruler of all. 
 
  
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                              from Philippians 2                                      
 

CHRIST JESUS, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with 
God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, 
being born in human likeness. And being found in human form he humbled 
himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. 
Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every 
name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth 
and under the earth, and every tongue should confess to the glory of God: Jesus 
Christ is Lord!  
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 
THE GIFT OF MUSIC                   Ave Maria                     Franz Schubert 

Melissa Blain, soprano 

 
SEALING THE WORD 

 

 
INTERCESSIONS AND SUPPLICATIONS 
 ( … In your mercy … Lord hear our prayer) 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER [praying together] 

OUR FATHER, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 

*HYMN 420                                      God of Grace and God of Glory                              Cwm Rhondda 



 

 

 

 1. God of Grace and God of glory   2. Cure thy children’s warring madness 
 On thy people pour thy power   Bend our pride to thy control; 
 Crown thine ancient church’s story  Shame our wanton, selfish gladness 
 Bring its bud to glorious flower.   Rich in things, but poor in soul. 
 Grant us wisdom, Grant us courage  Grant us wisdom, Grant us courage 
 For the facing of this hour,     Lest we miss thy kingdom’s goal. 
 For the facing of this hour!    Lest we miss thy kingdom’s goal. 
 
 3. Set our feet on lofty places   4. Save us from weak resignation 
 Gird our lives that they may be   To the evils we deplore; 
 Armored with all Christ-like graces,  Let the gift of thy salvation 
 Pledged to set all captives free.   Be our glory evermore. 
 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,  Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
 That we fail not man, nor thee.   Serving thee whom we adore. 
 That we fail not man, nor thee.   Serving thee whom we adore. 

Text: Harry Emerson Fosdick, 1930 
Used with permission.  One License A-726060 

Music: John Hughes, 1907 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

LEADING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

 

The Rev. Denise M. Clark-Jones, Pastor 
Thomas Clark-Jones, Organist-Choirmaster 

Larry Hicks, Video Producer 
Steve Sager, Production Assistant 

Melissa Blain, Soprano soloist 
 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

WELCOME TO WESTMINSTER CHURCH OF PEORIA and this webcast of the Sunday morning 
worship of the congregation coming to you via the Internet during this time of separation during 
which we hope to bring the Coronavirus and COVID-19 under control.  We look forward to the 
day we will again be able to worship together, but until then, we continue to worship as a 
congregation. Although separated physically, we remain together in spirit. Our thanks to all who 
make this broadcast possible, most particularly Elder Larry Hicks and our Building and Grounds 
Manager, Steve Sager who make this magic happen.  May God bless you as you worship along 
with us on this Fifth Sunday of Easter, 2020. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

OPEN HANDS, OPEN HEARTS, OPEN MINDS 
 
 
THE MUSIC for today’s service is in celebration of Mother’s Day.  This, of course, is not a strict 
liturgical feast day, but what is known as a ‘Hallmark Holiday’.  So, it is really a secular day on 



 

 

which we honor our mothers, which is certainly a good thing in itself.  If we wish to find a holy 
day for the Mother of our Lord, we look to the Feast of the Annunciation (March 25) or Chirstmas 
(December 25).  We Protestants have a bit of a rocky relationship with Mary.  As the various 
reforming churches pulled away from the Roman Church, many traditions and celebrations were 
left behind.  With Mary figuring so prominently in Catholic theology, Protestants decided it was 
not such a good idea and virtually wrote Mary out of the biblical narrative.  In the retrospect of a 
number of centuries, many reformed churches realize that pushing Mary to the back burner of 
our faith, we over reacted.  Indeed, Mary is an important part of the salvation story, and without 
her gracious faithfulness our Lord would not have been born.   
 
So this morning, we take a couple of pieces from the Catholic repertoire as music for this service.  
Leon Böellmann (1862-1897) wrote the ever popular ‘Suite Gothique for organ.  Its second 
movement is a ‘Prayer for Our Lady’ (Priere a Notre Dame), which at one time in the mid-
twentieth century was played very regularly for Catholic Mass.  For many years it was considered 
a bit trite, but with less usage and some retrospective, it is a lovely little piece, worthy of 
performance either in church or concert.  The Offering of Music for the day is Franz Schubert’s 
setting of the hymn “Ave Maria”.  Schubert wrote this piece with a German text that speaks of 
the young virgin Mary. To allow it to be used in liturgical circumstances, the Latin prayer was 
adapted to the lovely tune.  The text “Ave Maria” is from the Annunciation, when the angel who 
visited Mary with the news of Jesus coming birth, greeter her, “Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord 
is with you.”  In any worship setting, the lovely text with Schubert’s inspired melody is worthy 
of our consideration.  Melissa Blain, our soprano soloist, honors us with this music. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 


