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A MESSAGE FROM GREAT RIVERS PRESBYTERY  

Rev. Ryan Landino, Lead Presbyter for Transformation 

The governor has declared that we have moved into Phase 4 of the Restore Illinois  
Plan in response to the COVID-19 pandemic (read more by clicking HERE.) It continues  

to be the recommendation of the presbytery that you be safe and wise as you fulfill  
your mission during this pandemic. For an official statement on guidance from the  
presbytery,  please see the 5/19 Statement on COVID-19 from the Leadership Team.  

First Church in Great Rivers Presbytery Infected with Coronavirus: 

7/29/20: Two weeks ago, eight members of the Sangamon Valley Presbyterian Church 
confirmed positive for COVID-19, and at least two cases were spread through church ac-
tivity. Fortunately, at this time, all but one of those infected will have been cleared of 
quarantine, and after Saturday all cases will have been contained. Each person who con-
tracted the disease experienced only mild cases, with not all exemplifying fever symp-
toms. The ages of those who were sick ranged from 38-83. 

Sangamon Valley Presbyterian Church, whose pastor recently retired at the end of June, 
is a rural church that worships 20-24 per Sunday, approximately half of them from a sin-
gle family; all but two of the confirmed coronavirus cases were spread through that one 
family. Cass County, while rural, is one of the worst coronavirus hotspots per capita in 
the State of Illinois. It is the home of two Presbyterian (USA) churches in our presbytery: 
Sangamon Valley and First Presbyterian Virginia. 

Cindy Bobbitt, Clerk of Session at Sangamon Valley Presbyterian Church, is believed to 
have been the first in her community to have contracted the disease. She regularly wore 
a mask and socially distanced. When the Cass County Health Department asked if there 
were anyone within six feet of her for longer than fifteen minutes, the two non-family 
member instances who were reported both tested negative. While it is hard to know the 
exact source of the virus, COVID-19 would go on to spread through Cindy’s family, and 
then it is believed two church members contracted it by attending the church’s annual 
Family Fun Day on July 12th. It was an event that was difficult to justify cancelling: the 
event was held outdoors, where it was easy to distance. Travel arrangements had al-
ready been planned. But there was still the sharing of bug spray, food and drink distribu-
tion, and the easing of masking practices. 

Even after making careful protocols to permit safe worship, after meeting weekly for 
about a month, members became accustomed to seeing each other, and mask-wearing 
became less and less common. “With our smaller church, we let our guard down,” shares 
Cindy. She explained how the church was sanitized before every gathering, they were 
practicing social distancing in worship by placing bulletins ahead of time in pre-arranged 
seating, not passing the offering plate, had hand sanitizer at the back of the church and 
Clorox wipes in the restroom for people to clean surfaces, and they also had not had 
communion since early March. However, they could not resist singing, and after they had 
begun seeing each other, they began to lower their masks. “We are a very tightknit 
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church,” Cindy said. “We trust each other because we know each other.” Part of that fa-
miliarity prevented some from feeling the urgency for nor the sustained need for wearing 
masks. 

The good news is that it appears enough precautions were taken that the spread of the 
disease was mostly contained within a few family units, as it appears family interactions 
were a more significant spreader of the disease than the church space itself. We cele-
brate that the majority of those who shared in these spaces remain free of any symptoms, 
and there is a fortunate gift in that the confirmed cases in this particular instance were all 
mild and that it looks like, after being contained, the disease will hopefully have run its 
course without complications or unforeseen lingering impacts. Not all communities have 
been so lucky. 

In accordance with guidance from the Cass County Health Department, the church build-
ing will have been locked down for roughly a month before it is deep cleaned and opened 
back up again for conditional re-gathering for those who are not presenting symptoms 
and who have been medically cleared. 

When asked what they would do differently moving forward, Cindy stated that we are defi-
nitely mandating masks, and we are cutting singing from worship. She wants the larger 
presbytery to know that infection is very likely, and to not let your guard down. While it 
can be dangerous, do not be scared. We are invited to join their call to prayer to be vigi-
lant, to follow the rules, and help keep our friends and family from getting the disease. 

(We share hopes this experience and the lessons learned within will be a helpful warning 
for the other churches of our presbytery. If you have any questions, feel free to contact 
Cindy Bobbitt, Clerk of Session at Sangamon Valley Presbyterian Church 
(cmarr56@hotmail.com), Rev. Ryan Landino, Lead Presbyter of Great Rivers Presbytery 
(rlandino@greatriverspby.org), or Dr. Frank Lasala, emergency room doctor treating 
COVID-19 patients and resource person to our presbytery on pandemic safety protocols 
for congregations (ftlmdfaafp@gmail.com)) 

Shared in partnership and hope, 
Rev. Ryan Landino, Lead Presbyter for Transformation 
Great Rivers Presbytery 

 

 
NEED A MASK?  

The CDC recommends wearing “cloth face coverings” in public settings where social dis-
tancing measures might be harder to maintain, such as supermarkets or pharmacies.  
 

You may be asking yourself, “Where can I get a mask?” or “Where can I get the materi-
als to make one?” Bonnie Jackson has pre-made masks available if you are unable to 
make your own.  Contact Bonnie by email bon1jon2@yahoo.com or call her at 309-
696-1955.  

 

 

COVID-19 UPDATES  

Read previous Covid-19 messages visit  

 https://westminsterpeoria.org/wpc-covid19-updates/  
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