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WESTMINSTER CHURCH 

COVID-19 UPDATE 

 

UPDATE ON SANCTUARY WORK AND  
THE CALLED SESSION MEETING HELD ON AUGUST 2, 2020 

The governor has declared that we have moved into Phase 4 of the Restore Illinois  
Plan in response to the COVID-19 pandemic (read more by clicking HERE.) It continues  

to be the recommendation of the presbytery that you be safe and wise as you fulfill  
your mission during this pandemic. For an official statement on guidance from the  
presbytery,  please see the 5/19 Statement on COVID-19 from the Leadership Team.  

It looks like it will be another week or two before the sanctuary 
work is finished and the pews are back in. The videotaping of the 
weekly worship service will remain in the chapel for now. Improv-
ing the quality of the sound and the video of the worship service 
was one of the two items on the agenda of a Special Called Ses-
sion meeting on Sunday, August 2. The Session voted to spend 
around $6500 (but not more than $8000) to upgrade our equip-
ment. This upgrade will also allow us to livestream worship ser-
vices and concerts. The lockdown due to the Covid-19 virus has 
forced us to be more creative with our service and our outreach. 
What I am hearing from the presbytery and beyond is that 
churches’ online presence will continue to play a larger role even 
after the pandemic threat is gone. 
 
The other item on the agenda was funding to make it possible for 
the Fellowship Hall to be used as a “daycare”/ virtual learning 
center for middle schoolers from the Peoria City Schools. Current-
ly, the plan is for students to go to school two days a week and 
then have virtual learning two days a week. On those “off – 
school” days, we hope to provide a place for students with work-
ing parents to do their work with adult supervision. To make a 
long story short, we will need to spend money to get the clear-
ance from the city to do this – applications, architectural drawings 
etc. The Farnsworth Group is helping us to make this happen. An 
architect in the group was a friend and colleague of Cletis Foley, 
who designed the Parish House. He has taken on this project and 
knows the building well. The Moss-Bradley Residential Association 
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board has given their blessing for this endeavor. We hope that 
getting through the bureaucratic red tape for this will help us 
for future uses of the Parish Hall. We can only use the Fellow-
ship Hall now because it is on the ground level and has four 
exits for escape in the event of fire. The session voted to 
spend the funds necessary, up to a maximum of $8000. We 
have had one bid of $180,000 to put in the sprinkler system 
required for the rest of the Parish House and that has been 
deemed too costly for us now. We will get other bids, but they 
will most likely be out of our range. 
 
If you have listened to the sermons for the past two weeks, 
you will understand when I say the Parish House is our hidden 
abundance, which with God’s blessing, can feed a multitude. 
The Session, in particular Jan Leonard, has worked hard, 
fighting many obstacles put in the way, to find a use for the 
Parish House which will serve our community with a ministry 
of education and the arts. Let us pray that Westminster will be 
able to serve our community so students can have a safer en-
vironment to learn at this time when the Covid-19 virus has 
disrupted all normal routines for them, their teachers and 
their families. 
 
Blessings! 
Pastor Denise 
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