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The governor has declared that we have moved into Phase 4 of the Restore Illinois  
Plan in response to the COVID-19 pandemic (read more by clicking HERE.) It continues  

to be the recommendation of the presbytery that you be safe and wise as you fulfill  
your mission during this pandemic. For an official statement on guidance from the  
presbytery,  please see the 5/19 Statement on COVID-19 from the Leadership Team.  
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Hettie Beers, 93, of Washington is living proof that it is never too late in life to 
make a difference in one’s community. 
 
Beers, who had served as an election judge in Peoria County and was a founding 
member of the League of Women Voters Greater Peoria, moved from Peoria to 
Morningside of Washington assisted living facility three years ago. Earlier this 
month, she wrote to Tazewell County Clerk John Ackerman and volunteered her 
services for the November, 2020 general elections. 

Newest Tazewell election judge may also be county’s oldest 

Tazewell County Clerk John C. Ackerman, right, swears in Hettie Beers, 93, of Washington as a 
Tazewell County election judge during a surprise ceremony at Morningside of Washington as-
sisted living facility.  
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“I’ve always been interested in government and I said ‘I think I can do that job,’ said 
Beers. 
 
Rather than responding to Beers by email or by telephone call, Ackerman went to 
Morningside of Washington on Wednesday morning to swear her in as an election 
judge at a surprise ceremony. 
 
“With the current conditions of COVID-19 within our communities, and the uncer-
tainty of what the conditions will be on (Nov. 3), we are concerned about the availa-
bility of Tazewell County election judges,” he said. “At a time we are having our 
available volunteers list shrinking, it was amazing to have a 93-year-old volunteer 
step forward.” 
 
Beers, whose late husband, Robert had worked as an editor for the Peoria Journal 
Star and whose brother, Robert Landon currently works as a journalist, apparently 
has an interest in proofreading as well as government. Somewhat to Ackerman’s 
chagrin, she pointed out that her first name on the certificate presented to her had 
been misspelled as “Hattie.” Ackerman assured her that she would receive a new, 
correctly spelled certificate in short order. 
 
“Your generation is known as The Greatest Generation,” Ackerman added. “That’s 
because when our country needed you, you all stood up, volunteered and came to 
serve your community. That’s a principle that, I believe, all generations after should 
be paying attention to.” 
 
Washington Mayor Gary Manier was on hand for the ceremony to congratulate 
Beers and wish her well at her new assignment. 
 
“On behalf of the citizens of Washington and obviously the residents here at Morn-
ingside, we’re so happy to have you step up and take this task on,” Manier said. 
“We’re glad to have you as a Washington resident.” 
 
Beers will assist Morningside of Washington Activities Director Amber Conover with 
election activities at the facility. 
 
“I’m glad to be an election judge” said Beers. “It’s not exciting, but I think it’s an im-
portant thing to do.” 

eNEWS ONLINE GIVING PRAYER REQUEST 

https://westminsterpeoria.org/wpc-enews-flashes/
https://onrealm.org/Westminster1420/-/give/ORMBMKIWQR
https://westminsterpeoria.org/prayer-request/

