
 

A Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols 
  
 

20 December 2020                                   Four O'clock 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
THE ORGAN                              Noel: Grand Jeu et duo                          Louis Claude d’Aquin                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
                                   Vom Himmel Hoch                                             Gerald Near 
                                                                   
*HYMN IN PROCESSION     Once in Royal David’s City                             Irby 

(The soloist sings the first verse alone, then the congregation joins on verses 2 - 4) 
 

1. Once in royal David’s city   2. He came down to earth from heaven 
Stood a lowly cattle shed,    Who is God and Lord of all, 
Where a mother laid her baby   And his shelter was a stable  
In a manger for his bed.    And his cradle was a stall, 
Mary was that mother mild,   With the poor, oppressed and lowly, 
Jesus Christ her little child.   Lived on earth our Savior holy. 
 

3. Jesus is our childhood’s pattern,  4.  And our eyes at last shall see him, 
Day by day like us he grew.   Through his own redeeming love, 
He was little, weak and helpless,   For that Child so dear and gentle 
Tears and smiles like us he knew.  Is our Lord in heaven above; 
And he feels for all our sadness,   And he leads his children on 
And he shares in all our gladnes.   To the place where he has gone. 

Text: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1848 
Music: Henry John Gauntlett, 1849 

 
THE BIDDING PRAYER                                            Rev. Denise Clark-Jones 
 
HYMN 9                                        O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                       Veni Emmanuel 
 
 1. O come, O come Emmanuel   2. O come, Thou Dayspring come an cheer 
 And ransom captive Israel,   Our spirits by thine advent here; 
 That mourns in lonely exile here,  Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,  
 Until the Son of God appear.   And death’s dark shadow put to flight. 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel   Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
 Shall come to thee O Israel.   Shall come to thee O Israel. 
 

3. O come, Desire of nations, bind  
All peoples in one heart and mind; 
Bid envy, strife and discord cease;   

Fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

            Text:  12th century Latin 
                                                                                                                  Music:  Gregorian;  accompaniment: John Weaver, 1988



 
THE FIRST LESSON                                                                          Genesis iii 

 
CAROL                                            Adam lay ybounden                                     Peter Warlock 
                                                                 Women of the Choir                       (1894 – 1930) 
 

1  Adam lay ybounden, Bounden in a bond  3. Ne had the apple taken been, The apple taken been, 
 Four thousand winter Thought he not too long.  Ne had never our lady Abeen heaven queen. 
  
 2. And all was for an apple, An apple that he took, 4. Blessed be the time That apple taken was. 
 As clerkes finden Written in their book.   Therefore we moun singen: Deo gracias! 
                      … 15th Century Carol 
 

HYMN 2             Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus                                    Hyfrydol 
 
 1. Come thou long expected Jesus  2. Born thy people to deliver, 
 Born to set thy people free;   Born a child and yet a king, 
 From our fears and sins release us;  Born to reign in us forever, 
 Let us find our rest in thee.   Now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
 Israel’s strength and consolation,  By thine own eternal spirit 
 Hope of all the earth thou art;   Rule in all our hearts alone: 
 Dear desire of every nation   By thy all sufficient merit 
 Joy of every longing heart.   Raise us to thy glorious throne. 

 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1744 
Music: Rowland Hugh Prichard, 1831 

 
THE SECOND LESSON                                                                                         Genesis xxii 
 
CAROL                                                                              Andrew Carter 
           A Maiden Most Gentle                                                (b. 1939) 

 
 1. A maiden most gentle and tender we sing; 2. How blessed is the birth of her heavenly child,  
 Of Mary the mother of Jesus our King,  Who came to redeem us in Mary so mild. 
 Ave, ave, ave Maria; Ave, ave, ave Maria!  Ave, ave, ave Maria; Ave, ave, ave Maria! 
 
 3. The archangel Gabriel foretold by his call  4. Rejoice and be glad at this Christmas, we pray;  
 The Lord of creation, and Saviour of all.  Sing praise to the Saviour, sing endless, ‘Ave’, 
 Ave, ave, ave Maria; Ave, ave, ave Maria!  Ave, ave, ave Maria; Ave, ave, ave Maria! 

HYMN 28                       Good Christian Friends, Rejoice                             In Dulci Jubilo  

 
 1. Good Christian friends, rejoice  2. Good Christian friends rejoice 
 With heart, and soul, and voice;   With heart and soul and voice 
 Give ye heed to what we say:   Now ye hear of endless bliss: 
 Jesus Christ is born today;    Jesus Christ was born for this: 
 Ox and ass before Him bow,   He hath opened heaven’s door, 
 And he is in a manger now.   And we are blessed evermore. 
 Christ is born today,    Christ was born for this, 
 Christ is born today.    Christ was born for this. 



 
3. Good Christian friends, rejoice With heart, and soul, and voice; 

Now ye need not fear the grave:  Jesus Christ was born to save! 
Calls you one and calls you all To gain the everlasting hall, 

Christ was born to save!  Christ was born to save! 
Text: Medieval Latin 

Music: German folk tune, 14th century 

          
THE THIRD LESSON                                                                                 Isaiah ix 
 
CAROL                                                   The Lamb                                              John Tavener 
              (1944 – 2013) 
 

1. Little Lamb who made thee   2. Little Lamb, I’ll tell thee, 
Dost thou know who made thee   Little Lamb, I’ll tell lthee, 
Gave thee life and bid thee feed.   He is called by thy name, 
By the stream and o'er the mead;   For he calls himself a Lamb; 
Gave thee clothing of delight,   He is meek and he is mild, 
Softest clothing wooly bright;   He became a little child; 
Gave thee such a tender voice,   I a child and thou a lamb, 
Making all the vales rejoice!    We are called by his name. 
Little Lamb who made thee    Little Lamb, God bless thee. 
Dost thou know who made thee   Little Lamb, God bless thee. 
               … William Blake 

HYMN 44                                        O Little Town of Bethlehem                                          St. Louis 
 
 1. O little town of Bethlehem,    2. For Christ is born of Mary   
 How still we see thee lie!     And gathered all above; 
 Above thy deep and dreamless sleep   While mortals sleep, the angels keep 
 The silent stars go by.     Their watch of wondering love. 
 Yet in thy dark streets shineth    O morning stars together 
 The everlasting light;     Proclaim the holy birth! 
 The hopes and fears of all the years   And praises sing to God the King, 
 Are met in thee tonight.     And peace to all on earth. 
 
 3. How silently, how silently,    4. O Holy Child of Bethlehem   
 The wondrous gift is given    Descend to us, we pray;   
 So God imparts to human hearts    Cast out our sin and enter in, 
 The blessings of his heaven,    Be born in us today. 
 No ear may hear his coming,    We hear the Christmas angels 
 But in this world of sin,     The great, glad tidings tell; 
 Where meek souls will receive him, still  O come to us, abide with us, 
 The dear Christ enters in.     Our Lord, Emmanuel! 
 

Text: Phillips Brooks, 1868 
Music:Lewis Henry Redner, 1868 

 

THE FOURTH LESSON               Isaiah xi 
 

 



CAROL                 David Willcocks 
Birthday Carol              (1919 – 2015) 

 
 1. Rejoice today with one accord, Alleluia!  2. Shepherds abiding in the field, Alleluia! 
 This is the birthday of our Lord, Alleluia!  R.  To them God’s glory was revealed, Alleluia! R. 
 
 3. And to the shepherds sore afraid, Alleluia!  4. Tidings of joy you I bring, Alleluia!   
 Angels said, ‘Be not dismayed’, Alleluia! R  ‘Today is born a heavenly King.’ Alleluia! R. 
 

5. And ye shall find in manger laid, Alleluia!  6. Now join we all the angel throng, Alleluia! 
‘The Babe in swaddling clothes arrayed. Alleluia! R.. And let our voices swell the song: Alleluia! R. 

 
Refrain:  

 Gloria, Gloria in excelsis, Gloria, Gloria Deo. 
Gloria, Gloria in excelsis, Gloria Gloria Deo! 

 
 

HYMN 48                                                   Lo, How A Rose                                            Es ist ein' Ros 
 
 1. Lo, how a rose e’er blooming   2. Isaiah ‘twas foretold it, 
 From tender stem hath sprung,   The rose I have in mind. 
 Of Jesse’s lineage coming,    With Mary we behold it, 
 By faithful prophets sung.  The virgin Mother kind. 
 It comes a flowret bright,    To show God’s love aright 
 Amid the cold of winter    She bore for us a Savior, 
 When half-spent was the night.   When half-spent was the night. 

                                                                                     Text: German Carol; 15th century 
Music: Michael Praetoruis, 1609 

                    
 

THE FIFTH LESSON                                                            St. Luke i 
 
CAROL                                   This Christmas Night                        Macolm Williamson 
                    (b. 1931) 

How sweet and clear above the sounds of war 
The clamorous bells are pealing their delight! 

The angels sing of glory, as they soar 
Among the manmade stars, this Christmas Night. 

And, once again, with spices and with gold, 
Three Kings are riding through the sparkling snow 

To this poor lodging in the bitter cold 
Where Mary kneels within the lantern glow 

  To watch her Baby lying in the hay, 
And think about the wonder of His birth; 

And as he sleeps, to fold her hands and pray 
For peace to come upon this troubled earth. 

                                                                                                                    … Mary Wilson 
 

*HYMN 56                                           The First Nowell                  English Carol 
                                                                 
1. The first Nowell the angels did say          2. They looked up and saw a star 
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields where they lay    Shining in the east beyond them far 
In fields where they lay a keeping their sheep,        And to the earth it gave great light 
On a cold winters night that was so deep,  R.         And so they continued both day and night. R. 



 
 
3. And by the light of that same star,        4.Then let us all with one accord 
There came three wise men from country far;        Sing praises to our heavenly Lord 
To seek for a king was their intent,         That hath made heaven and earth of nought 
And to follow the star wherever it went.  R.                   And with His blood, our life hath bought. R. 
 

REFRAIN: 
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, 

Born if the King of Israel! 
                                                                                                                                             Text and Music:  !7th Century Engliah    

 
THE SIXTH LESSON                             St. Matthew i 
 
CAROL                    The Star Carol                  John Rutter 
                    (b. 1945) 
 
1. Sing this night, for a boy is born in Bethlehem, 
Christ our Lord in a lowly manger lies; 
Bring your gifts, come and worship at his cradle, 
Hurry to Bethlehem and see the son of Mary! 
 

See his star shining bright 
In the sky this Christmas night! 
Follow me joyfully; 
Hurry to Bethlehem and see the son of Mary! 
 
2. Angels bright, come from heaven's highest glory, 
Bear the news with its message of good cheer: 
"Sing, rejoice, for a King is come to save us, 
Hurry to Bethlehen to see the son of Mary!" 

See his star etc..... 
 
3. See, he lies in his mother's tender keeping; 
Jesus Christ in her loving arms asleep. 
Shepherds poor, come to worship and adore him, 
Offer their humble gifts before the son of Mary. 
See his star etc..... 
 
4 Let us all pay our homage at the manger, 
Sing his praise on this joyful Christmas Night; 
Christ is come, bringing promise of salvation; 
Hurry to Bethlehem and see the son of Mary! 
See his star etc..... 

 

 
HYMN 24                                             Away in a Manger                                                 Cradle Song 
 
   1. Away in a manger,     2. The cattle are lowing, 

no crib for his bed     the poor Baby wakes 
The little Lord Jesus     But little Lord Jesus  
laid down his sweet head    no crying he makes.   
The stars in the bright sky    I love thee, Lord Jesus 
looked down where he lay   Look down from the sky, 
The little Lord Jesus asleep in the hay.  And stay by my side until morning is nigh. 
 

3. Be near me Lord Jesus: I ask thee to stay 
Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 
And fit us for heaven to live with thee there. 

Text: Little Children’s Book 
Music: William James Kirkpatrick, 1895 

 
THE SEVENTH LESSON                                     St. Luke i



 
CAROL                                                                                         Elizabeth Poston 

     Christ the Apple Tree                      (1905 – 1987) 
 

  1. The tree of life my soul hath seen,  2. His beauty doth all things excel: 
  Laden with fruit and always green,  By faith I know, but ne’er can tell. 
  The tree of life my soul hath seen,  His beauty doth all things excel 
  Laden with fruit and always green.  By faith I know, but ne’er can tell 
  The trees of nature fruitless be   The glory which I now can see 
  Compared to Jesus Christ the apple tree.  In Jesus Christ the apple tree. 
 
  3. For happiness I long have sought,  4. I’m weary with my former toil,  
  And pleasure dearly I have bought;  Here I will sit and rest a while, 
  For happiness I long have sought,  I’m weary with my former toil, 
  And pleasure dearly I have bought:  Here I will sit and rest a while 
  I missed of all, but now I see   Under the shadow I will be 
  ‘Tis found in Christ the apple tree.  Of Jesus Christ the apple tree. 
 

5. This fruit doth make my soul to thrive, It keeps my dying faith alive. 
This fruit doth make my soul to thrive, It keeps my dying faith alive. 
Which makes my soul in haste to be With Jesus Christ the apple tree

 
                      
*HYMN  58                                                   Winchester Old 

While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks 
 

1. While shepherds watched their flocks by night 2. “Fear not”, said he, for mighty dread 
All seated on the ground,     Had seized their troubled mind; 
The angel of the Lord came down   “Glad tidings of great joy I bring 
And glory shone around.     To you and humankind” 
 
3. “To you, in David’s town this day,   4. “The heavenly Babe you there shall find 
Is born of David’s line     To human view displayed, 
The Savior, who is Christ the Lord,   All humbly wrapped in swathing bands, 
And this shall be the sign:     And in a manger laid.” 
 
5. Thus spoke the seraph and forthwith   6. “All glory be to God on high, 
Appeared a shining throng    And to the earth be peace: 
Of angels praising God, who thus   Good will to all from highest heaven 
Addressed their joyful song:    Begin and never cease!” 

Text: Nahum Tate, 1700 
Music: Este’s ‘Psalmes’, 1592 

 

THE EIGHTH LESSON                                   St. Matthew i 
 

CAROL     A Babe Is Born            William Mathias 
                      (1934 – 1992) 

1. A babe is born all of a man,    2.  At Bethlehem, that blessed place 
To bring salvation unto us.    The child of bliss now born he was; 
To him we sing both night and day.   And him to serve God give us grace, 
Veni Creator Spiritus!     O lux beata Trinitas. 
 

 



3. There came three kings out of the East;  4. The angels came down with one cry, 
 To worship the King that is so free   A fair song that night sung they  
 With gold and myrrh and frankincense,   In worship of that child: 
 A solis ortus cardine.     Gloria tibi Domine.   
 

.5. A babe is born all of a may, To bring salvation unto us. 
To him we sing both night and day. 

Veni creator spiritus, O lux beata Trinitas,  
A solus ortus cardine,  Gloria tibi Domine.   NOWELL! 

 

 
THE NINTH LESSON                                St. John i 

  

*HYMN                                              Adeste Fideles 
O Come, All Ye Faithful 

 
1.  O come, all ye faithful,   2.  God of God,  
Joyful and triumphant,    Light of Light 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem  Lo, he abhors not the Virgin's womb; 
Come and behold him,    Very God,  
Born the King of Angels.    Begotten, not created 
 

O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him, 
O come let us adore Him,  Christ the Lord! 

 
3.  Child for us sinners,    4. Sing, choirs of angels, 
Poor and in the manger,    Sing in exultation, 
Fain we embrace thee with awe and love; Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 
Who would not love thee,   Glory to God 
Loving us so dearly?    In the highest. 
 

5. Yea, Lord we greet thee 
Born this happy morning, 

Jesu, to thee be glory given; 
Word of the Father, 

Now in flesh appearing. 
Text: John Francis Wade, 1740 

Music: The English Hymnal, 1906 

 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

 People:  And also with you. 
 Pastor:  Let us pray. 
 
*THE COLLECT FOR CHRISTMAS                                       Rev. Clark-Jones 
 
*THE BLESSING 

 
 
 
 



 
*HYMN  31                           Hark! The Herald Angels Sing                                 
Mendelssohn 

    
  1. Hark! The herald angels sing,.   2. Christ by highest heaven adored, 
  “Glory to the newborn King.   Christ the everlasting Lord! 
  Peace on earth and mercy mild   Late in time behold him come, 
  God and sinners reconciled!”   Offspring of the Virgin’s womb. 
  Joyful all ye nations rise,    Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 
  Join the triumph of the skies;   Hail the Incarnate Deity, 
  With angelic host proclaim,   Pleased in flesh with us to dwell 
  “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”   Jesus, our Emmanuel. 
  Hark! The herald angels sing,   Hark! The herald angels sing, 
  “Glory to the newborn King!”   “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 

3. Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the sun of righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings, Risen with healing in His wings, 

Mild He lays his glory by, Born that we no more may die. 
Born to raise us from the earth, Born to give us second birth. 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1739 
Music:  Felix Mendelssohn, 1840 

 

THE POSTLUDE                                  In Dulci Jubilo                                                          J.S. 
Bach 
                (1685 -1750) 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

LEADING IN WORSHIP 
 

The Rev. Denise M. Clark-Jones, M.Div., Pastor of Westminster 
Thomas Clark-Jones, Organist and Choirmaster 

The Westminster Quartet 
Melissa Blain, soprano;  Kate Kortemeier, alto 

J. Douglas McQueen, tenor; David Kortemeier, baritone 
Elder Larry Hicks, Video Production 

Christmas at Westminster …  

  
December 24 … Christmas Eve 
  4:00 p.m. –  Communion by Candlelight  (Choral Carols begin at 3:45 p.m.) 
    Sermon by Rev. Clark-Jones, music by the Westminster Quartet 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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The staff of Westminster church 

Wishing all a Merry Christmas! 
 

The Rev. Denise M. Clark-Jones, pastor 
Thomas R. Clark-Jones, organist-choirmaster 

Mary Lee Caudle, Administration and Communication 
Denise Wirth, Financial Secretary 

Steve Sager, Building and Grounds 
Valerie Sager, Westminster Infant Care 

 

 

 

A happy Christmas to all from the Westminster music program! 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Open hands, open hearts, open minds 
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