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ASH WEDNESDAY 
 

17 February 2021                                                                                             Seven O’clock 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ALMIGHTY GOD, you despise nothing you have made and you forgive the sins of 
all who are penitent. Create in us new and contrite hearts, that truly repenting of our 
sins, and acknowledging our brokenness we may obtain from you, the God of all 
mercy, full pardon and forgiveness; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Redeemer, 
who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

from the Book of Common Worship, Presbyterian Church (USA) 
 

 

GATHERING IN THE PRESENCE OF THE RISEN CHRIST 
 

THE PREPARATION                   Ich ruf zu dir, Herr Jesu Christ                                              J.S. Bach 

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                            Rev. Denise Clark-Jones 
 

One: Blow the trumpet in Zion, sound the alarm on my holy mountain! 
Let all tremble, for the day of the Lord is coming, it is near— 

All:    A day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness! 
Truly the day of the Lord is great. Who can endure it? 

One:  Yet, even now, says the Lord, return to me with all your heart, 
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning. 

All:    Return to the Lord, your God, for God is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. 

One:   Blow the trumpet in Zion: sanctify a fast; call a solemn assembly; gather the people. 
All:     Cleanse the congregation; weep tears of repentance. 
           Pray, “Have mercy, O God, on your people.” 
 

*THE HYMN 542     All Praise to Thee, My God This Night                      Tallis’ Canon 
 

 1. All praise to thee, my God, this night, 2. Forgive me, Lord, through Christ, I pray 
 For all the blessings of the light!   The wrong that I have done this day, 
 Keep me, O keep me safe from harm  That I, before I sleep, may be 
 Within the shelter of thine arm!   At peace with neighbor, self, and thee. 
 

 3. O may my soul on thee repose,  4. Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
 And with sweet sleep mine eyelids close; Praise God all creatures here below; 
 Sleep that shall me more vigorous make Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
 To serve thee, God, when I awake.  Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

 

Text: Thomas Ken, 1674 
Music: Thomas Tallis, 1561 



 
 
*CALL TO CONFESSION                                                                                               

 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (praying together) 
 

 One:  God of life, You commanded us to be the caretakers of Your creation. Instead, 
           because of our self-centerdness, we have exploited and destroyed it. 

All:    Lord, forgive us. 
One:  God of justice, You commanded us to care for the life of Your creatures. Instead, 

           because of our greed, we accumulate resources for our own benefits and perpetuate 
          the ecological debts in the world 

All:    Lord, forgive us. 
One:  God, the bread of life, You commanded us to feed the hungry and gave us sufficient food 

            for every creature. Instead, because of our gluttony we forget the needs of others, take 
            more than we need and waste the food.  

All:    Lord, forgive us. 
One:  God of compassion, You commanded us to love each other as You love us. Instead, because  

of our love of profits, we foster unsustainable consumption and deny others the means  
to live in fullness of life. 

All:    Lord, forgive us. 
One:  God of love, You commanded us to forgive. Instead, because of our iniquities, we fail 

        to forgive our enemies and redeem the debts of others. 
All:   Lord, forgive us. 
One:  God of peace, You commanded us to live in peace. Instead, because of our love of power 

           we control others, spread hatred, choose war. 
All:     Lord, forgive us. 
One: Gracious God. Hear our confessions, forgive, and have mercy on us. 
All:    Amen 

 
IMPOSITION OF ASHES  

 

(During the singing of the anthem, you are invited to come forward for the imposition of the ashes. 
approaching the front of the church via the center aisle and returning to your seat via the side aisles. 
If you are unable to come forward, the Pastor will come to you.) 

\   
Pastor: Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.  
Individual:  In life and in death, I belong to God. 

 
ANTHEM                                                 Wash Me Throughly                            Samuel Sebastian Wesley 
 

Wash me throughly from my wickedness, and forgive me all my sin. For I acknowledge my  
faults and my sin is ever before me. 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

 
LENTEN RESPONSE  (sung together, we repeat the song several times, as the Spirit leads) 
  
 



 
 
 

 
                        

HEARING THE WORD 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
  
SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 
 OLD TESTAMENT:  Joel 2:1-2; 12-17               
 

Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy mountain!  Let all the 
inhabitants of the land tremble for the day of the Lord is coming, it is near— 2 a 
day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness! Like blackness 
spread upon the mountains a great and powerful army comes; their like has never 
been from of old, nor will be again after them in ages to come. 
 
Yet even now, says the Lord, return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with 
weeping, and with mourning; 13  rend your hearts and not your clothing. Return 
to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and 
abounding in steadfast love, and relents from punishing. 14 Who knows whether 
he will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind him, a grain offering and 
a drink offering for the Lord, your God? 15 Blow the trumpet in Zion; sanctify a 
fast; call a solemn assembly; 16gather the people. Sanctify the congregation; 
assemble the aged gather the children, even infants at the breast. Let the 
bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her canopy. 17 Between the vestibule 
and the altar let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep. Let them say, “Spare 
your people, O Lord, and do not make your heritage a mockery, a byword among 
the nations. Why should it be said among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’” 

 



THE GIFT OF MUSIC                         Nolo Mortem Peccatoris                                       Thomas Morley                                                                     
 

Nolo mortem peccatoris; Haec sunt verba Salvatoris.  Father I am thine only Son, sent down from 
heav’n mankind to save. Father, all things fulfilled and done according to thy will, I have. 
Father, my will now all is this: Nolo mortem peccatoris. Father, behold my painful smart, taken 
for man on ev’ry side; Ev'n from my birth to death most tart, no kind of pain I have denied, 
but suffered all, and all for this: Nolo mortem peccatoris. 

 
GOSPEL:  Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21                                                  
 
“Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by them; for 
then you have no reward from your Father in heaven. 2 “So whenever you give 
alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues 
and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they 
have received their reward. 3 But when you give alms, do not let your left hand 
know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your alms may be done in secret; 
and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
 

5 “And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand 
and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by 
others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 6 But whenever you pray, 
go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and 
your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
 

“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they 
disfigure their faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, 
they have received their reward. 17 But when you fast, put oil on your head and 
wash your face, 18 so that your fasting may be seen not by others but by your 
Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
 

19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and 
rust[b] consume and where thieves break in and steal; 20 but store up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust[c] consumes and 
where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also. 

 
MEDITATION                  Rev. Denise Clark-Jones 

 
RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   (affirming together)                                                       The Apostles’ Creed 
 
      I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.6 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+6%3A1-6%3B+16-21&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23302b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+6%3A1-6%3B+16-21&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23303c


I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. Amen 
   

SEALING THE WORD 
 

At the time of the Distribution of the EUCHARIST, worshipers are encouraged to use whatever 
bread and wine are at hand as the food of the Supper. Christ himself used leftovers from the 

Passover feast to initiate the first Eucharist. Christians of any age or church affiliation 
are welcome at Christ’s table, where Christ himself is the host. 

 
THE INVITATION 
 
SURSUM CORDA 
 

 Pastor:  The Lord be with you.  
 People: And also with you.  
 Pastor:  Lift up your hearts.  
 People: We lift them to the Lord.  
 Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
 People: It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
 
COMMUNION PRAYER (continues) 
 
SANCTUS  

                           
 

COMMUNION PRAYER AND MEMORIAL ACCLAMATIONS  

 

                           
 



INTERCESSIONS AND SUPPLICATIONS 
 ( … In your mercy … Lord hear our prayer) 
 
THE CONSECRATION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER [praying together] 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy  
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and  
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,  
forever. Amen. 

  
           These are holy things, to keep us holy. Gifts of God for the people of God. 

            Let us keep the feast.     
 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS 
 

COMMUNION ANTHEM            The Ways of Zion Do Mourn                                       Michael Wise 

Soloists: Melissa Blain and David Kortemeier 
 

The ways of Zion do mourn, because none come to the solemn feasts: all her gates are 
desolate: her priests sigh, her virgins are afflicted, and she is in bitterness. For these things 
I weep: mine eye runneth down with water, because the comforter that should relieve my 

 soul is far from me. 
See, O Lord, and consider; for I am become vile 
Her adversaries are the chief, her enemies prosper; for the Lord hath afflicted her for the 
multitude of her transgressions: her children are gone into captivity before the enemy. 
For these things I weep: mine eye runneth down with water, because the comforter that  

should relieve my soul is far from me. 

 

See, O Lord, and consider; for I am become vile. 

         

 POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

 
BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 

 
*HYMN  81                            Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days                                 St. Flavian 

 
 1. Lord, who throughout these forty days 2. As thou with Satan didst contend, 
 For us didst fast and pray    And didst the victory win, 
 Teach us with thee to mourn our sins,  O give us strength in thee to fight, 
 And close by thee to stay.    In thee to conquer sin. 
 

 3. And through these days of penitence, 4. Abide with us, that so, this life 
 And through thy Passiontide,   Of suffering over – past, 
 Yea, evermore, in life and death,   An Easter of unending joy 
 O Lord, with us abide.    We may attain at last! 

 

Text: Claudia F. I. Hernaman, 1873 
Music:  Day’s Psalter, 1562 



 
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 
*THE POSTLUDE 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
LEADING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

 

Rev. Denise M. Clark-Jones, Pastor 
Thomas Clark-Jones, Organist-Choirmaster 

The Westminster Quartet 
Melissa Blain, soprano; Kate Kortemeier, alto 

J. Douglas McQueen, tenor; David Kortemeier, baritone 
Elder Larry Hicks, Video Production 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

This evening we begin the season of Lent, a time of preparation for Holy Week and Easter.  As 
we enter upon this time of special devotion and prayer, we encourage all to be faithful and be 
present at live-streamed worship throughout this time.  You may desire to embark upon a Lenten 
Discipline. Although we usually think of this as ‘giving up something for Lent’, you may, instead, 
decide to do something special during this time, such as engaging in additional prayer or study 
for this season, or devoting yourself to some special service. A study-meditation guide is 
available from the church office. There are several Lenten devotions that will be posted on the 
Westminster website (www.westminsterpeoria.org). Whatever you decide, we encourage you to find 
a way to observe this time that is unique and special for you. If the members of the church staff 
can be of any help in doing this, just let us know and we will do our best to assist.  
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OPEN HANDS, OPEN HEARTS, OPEN MINDS 

http://www.westminsterpeoria.org/


  
    Marked by Ashes 

 

Ruler of the Night, Guarantor of the day… 
This day — a gift from you. 
This day — like none other you have ever given, or we have ever received. 
This Wednesday dazzles us with gift and newness and possibility. 
This Wednesday burdens us with the tasks of the day, for we are already halfway home 
     halfway back to committees and memos, 
     halfway back to calls and appointments, 
     halfway on to next Sunday, 
     halfway back, half frazzled, half expectant, 
     half turned toward you, half rather not. 
This Wednesday is a long way from Ash Wednesday, 
   but all our Wednesdays are marked by ashes — 
    we begin this day with that taste of ash in our mouth: 
    of failed hope and broken promises, 
    of forgotten children and frightened women, 
    we ourselves are ashes to ashes, dust to dust; 
    we can taste our mortality as we roll the ash around on our tongues. 
We are able to ponder our ashness with 
   some confidence, only because our every Wednesday of ashes 
   anticipates your Easter victory over that dry, flaky taste of death. 
On this Wednesday, we submit our ashen way to you — 
   you Easter parade of newness. 
   Before the sun sets, take our Wednesday and Easter us, 
   Easter us to joy and energy and courage and freedom; 
   Easter us that we may be fearless for your truth. 
   Come here and Easter our Wednesday with 
    mercy and justice and peace and generosity. 
We pray as we wait for the Risen One who comes soon. 
 

       Walter Bruggemann, (b. 1933) 
 
 
 

Westminster Church of Peoria 
A congregation of the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. 
1420 West Moss Avenue, Peoria, Illinois 61606 


