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ALMIGHTY GOD, form the minds of your faithful people into a single will.  
Make us love what you command and desire what you promise, that, amid all the 
changes of this world, our hearts may be fixed where true joy is found; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  Amen. 

      … from the Book of Common Worship, Presbyterian Church (USA)  

 
GATHERING IN THE PRESENCE OF THE RISEN CHRIST 

 
THE PREPARATION                                       Pastorale                                    Darius Milhaud 

 
WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                          Rev. Clark-Jones 
 

 One:  If Christ is for us, 
All:    Who can be against us? 
One:  If love is with us, 
All:   Then why do we fear? 
One:    If grace is with us,  
All:   Then of what are we ashamed? 
One:  If peace is with us, 
All:   We know God’s presence is very near. 
One:  May we not be afraid to follow Christ’s ways, 
All:   That we may do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with God. 

 
 

*THE HYMN 482                          Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty                       Lobe den Herren 
 

1. Praise ye the Lord, the Almighty, 2. Praise ye the Lord, who o’er all things 
The king of creation! So wondrously reigneth, 
O my soul, praise him, Shelters thee under his wings 
For he is thy health and salvation! Yea, so gently sustaineth!  
All ye who hear,  Hast thou not seen 
Now to his temple draw near; How thy desires e’er have been 
Join me in glad adoration! Granted in what he ordaineth? 

 



3. Praise ye the Lord! O let all that is within me adore him! 
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before him! 

Let the amen Sound from his people again; 
Gladly for aye we adore him. 

Text:  Joachim Neander, 1680 
Music: Stralslund Ernewerten Gesangbuch, 1665 

 
*CALL TO CONFESSIONS 
 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (praying together) 
 

LOVING GOD, we confess we have not always followed Christ’s ways. We have 
failed to love our neighbors as ourselves, and in doing so, we have failed to love 
you. We have failed to trust in your ways, and have sought our own path that 
leads to selfishness and greed. Forgive us. Turn us away from the ways of the 
world, and lead us back to you, by loving our neighbors and caring for their 
needs.  

 
*TIME OF SILENCE AND PERSONAL CONFESSION 
 
*KYRIE 

           
 

© John Weaver. Used with permission. 
 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

 
*GLORIA PATRI                                                                 

              

 

 



HEARING THE WORD 
 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
 
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON:  Acts 10:44-48           

 
While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the 
word. 45 The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded 
that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46 for 
they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter 
said, 47 “Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have 
received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48 So he ordered them to be baptized 
in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days. 

 
 THE PSALTER:                                         Psalm 98                                              Keddy 
 

 1. To God compose a song of joy;  2. Before the nations God reveals 
 To God make melody,     A just and righteous will, 
 Whose arm of strength does wondrous things Remembering in faithful love 
 Whose hand brings victory!    The house of Israel. 
  

 3. In every corner of the earth   4. With trumpet, with the sound of horns 
God comes to save and free;   With strings, yes, with the lyre, 

 Break forth with shouts of holy joy;   With voices praise the sovereign God 
 All lands make melody.    A lusty, joyous choir. 
 
 5. Let seas in all their fullness roar,  6.  The God of justice comes to save; 
 And people of all lands,    Let earth make melody! 
 Let mountains join and shout for joy,  For God will judge with righteousness 
 Let rivers clap their hands.   And rule with equity. 

 

 Text:  Ruth C. Duck, 1986 
Music: Edwin R. Taylor, 1987 

 
 

 EPISTLE:  I John 5:1-6   
 

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ[a] has been born of God, and 
everyone who loves the parent loves the child. 2 By this we know that we love the 
children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments. 3 For the love 
of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his commandments are not 
burdensome, 4 for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the 
victory that conquers the world, our faith. 5 Who is it that conquers the world but 
the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 
 

6 This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water 
only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for 
the Spirit is the truth. 
  

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=I+John+5%3A1-6&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-30608a


   
 
 GOSPEL:  John 15:9-17 
 

As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10 If you keep 
my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments and abide in his love. 11 I have said these things to you so that my 
joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 

 

12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13 No 
one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are 
my friends if you do what I command you. 15 I do not call you servants[a] any 
longer, because the servant[b] does not know what the master is doing; but I have 
called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard 
from my Father. 16 You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to 
go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you 
ask him in my name. 17 I am giving you these commands so that you may love one 
another.  
  

 
SERMON                    Rev. Denise Clark-Jones 

  
RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

 

 
*HYMN  326                            Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart                 Morecambe 

 
  1. Spirit of God,      2. Hast thou not bid us love thee,  
  Descend upon my heart;    God and King 
  Wean it from earth,     All, all thine own soul,  
  Through all its pulses move   Heart and strength and mind? 
  Stoop to my weakness,     I see thy cross,  
  Mighty as thou art     there teach my heart to cling 
  And make me love thee as I ought to love. O let me seek thee, and O let me find! 
 
  3. Teach me to feel     4. Teach me to love thee 
  That thou art ever nigh;    As thine angels love, 
  Teach me the struggles    One holy passion 
  Of the soul to bear,     Filling all my frame; 
  To check the rising doubt,    The baptism  of  
  The rebel sigh,      The heaven descended Dove, 
  Teach me the patience     My heart an altar,  
  Of unanswered prayer.    And thy love the flame. 
 

         Text: George Croly, 1854 
         Music: Frederick Cook Atkinson, 1870 

 

 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+15%3A9-17&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26704a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+15%3A9-17&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26704b


 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                    from A Brief Statement of Faith, Presbyterian Church, USA                                      
 

In life and death we belong to God.  Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit,  we trust in the one triune     
God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve. 

 
We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God.  Jesus proclaimed the reign of 
God;  preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives,   teaching by 
word and deed… We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father.  In sovereign  
love God created the world good and makes everyone equally in God’s image, 
male and female, of every race and people, to live as one community. 
 

 We trust in God, the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. The 
Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to 
love God and neighbor, and binds us together with all believers in the one body 
of Christ, the Church. 
 

With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death 
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

 

 The peace of Christ be with you.        
And also with you. 

 
THE GIFT OF MUSIC            Surely the Lord Is In this Place                       Norman Coke-Jephcott 

The Westminster Quartet 
 
Surely the Lord is in this place; this is none other than the house of God; and this is the gate 
of Heaven.  And this stone shall be God’s house.  Behold now, praise the Lord, all ye 
servants of the Lord, Lift up your hands in the sanctuary, and praise the Lord!  Blessed be 
the Lord God of Israel from everlasting and world without end; and let all the people say, 
Amen.  Alleluia! Alleluia!  Amen. 

 

SEALING THE WORD 
 

 
INTERCESSIONS AND SUPPLICATIONS 
 ( … In your mercy … Lord hear our prayer) 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER [praying together] 

OUR FATHER, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 

  



BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 

*HYMN 298                                 There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy                        In Babilone 
 

1. There’s a wideness in God’s mercy  2. For the love of God is broader 
 Like the wideness of the sea;   Than the measures of the mind. 
 There’s a kindness in God’s justice,  And the heart of the Eternal 
 Which is more than liberty.   Is most wonderfully kind 
 There is no place where earth’s sorrows If our love were but more faithful, 
 Are more felt than up in heaven;   We would gladly trust God’s Word; 
 There is no place where earth’s failings  And our lives reflect thanksgiving 
 Have such kindly judgment given.  For the goodness of our Lord. 

Text: Frederick William Faber, 1854 
Music: Dutch Melody 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  

*CHORAL BENEDICTION                May Christ Support Us                                    Norman Dello Joio 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

LEADING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

 

The Rev. Denise M. Clark-Jones, Pastor 
Thomas Clark-Jones, Organist-Choirmaster 

The Westminster Quartet 
Melissa Blain, soprano; Kate Kortemeier, alto 

J. Douglas McQueen, tenor; David Kortemeier, baritone 
Elder Larry Hicks, Video Producer 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

WELCOME TO WESTMINSTER CHURCH OF PEORIA.  We are pleased to be worshipping once 
again as a congregation here on Moss Avenue. We trust that this service will bring blessing and 
hope.  We welcome those worshipping with us via the World Wide Web where we are live-
streaming this service.  Our thanks to Elder Larry Hicks who has made the live-streaming 
possible through his expertise in web design.  
 
THE SERVICE MUSIC and rights to live-stream this service are given through our license A-
726060 issued by OneLicense.net  (Chicago, Illinois). 
 
NEXT SUNDAY the principal Ministry of the Word will be through music.  The Quartet has 
prepared the festival cantata, “Rejoice in the Lamb” by Benjamin Britten (1913-1976). The work 
is a setting of excerpts from the poem “Jubilate Agno” by Christopher Smart (1722-1771), a poet 
of exceptional powers whose genius was often on the far side of insanity.  Smart wrote this huge 
poem (a book of several hundred pages) on the walls of his cell in a London insane asylum. But 
the glimpses of the Eternal, and deep spiritual understanding shines through even this tortured 
work.  Britten selected some of the most poignant parts of the text to set and brought forth one of 
the true masterworks of the twentieth century.  We hope you will join us. The music is no longer 
than an average sermon! 
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 A Prayer of St. John Chrysostom … 
 
 

ALMIGHTY GOD,  
who hast given us grace at this time  
with one accord  
to make our common supplications unto thee;  
and dost promise,  
that when two or three are gathered together  
in thy Name  
thou wilt grant their requests;  
Fulfill now, O Lord,  
the desires and petitions of thy servants,  
as may be most expedient for them;  
granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth,  
and in the world to come  
life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

                                                 … The Prayer Book, 1662 
 
 
 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Open hands, open hearts, open minds 
 


