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THE EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 
18 July 2021                                                                                                     Ten O’clock 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
ETERNAL GOD, Author of our life and End of our pilgrimage: Guide us by your 
Word and Spirit amid all perils and temptations, that we may not wander from 
your way, nor stumble in the darkness; but may finish our course in safety, and 
come to our eternal rest in you: who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen.   

… from the Book of Common Worship, Presbyterian Church (USA)  

 
GATHERING IN THE PRESENCE OF THE RISEN CHRIST 

 

THE PREPARATION                     Prelude, Fugue and Ciaconna                           Dietrich Buxtehude 
 

WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                          Rev. Clark-Jones 
 

One:  We have gathered in God's holy presence, the One who etches grace on our hearts. 
All:    This is the place where God will transform us into disciples. 
One:  We glorify our God, who yearns for justice, not just for a favored few, but for the 
           least of our world. 
All:    This is the place where God will write compassion on our souls. 
One:  We give thanks to God for unceasing grace; we remember God's persistence 

in saving us. 
All:  This is the place where God will breathe the Word into our lives. 

 
 
*THE HYMN 486                       Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation                  Westminster Abbey 

 
1. Christ is made the sure foundation, 2. To this temple where we call you, 
Christ, the head and cornerstone Come, O Lord of Hosts, today 
Chosen of the Lord and precious, With your wonted loving-kindness 
Binding all the church in one, Hear your people as they pray, 
Holy Zion’s help forever, And your fullest benediction 
And her confidence alone. Shed within its walls alway. 
 
 



 
 
3. Here bestow on all your servants 4. Laud and honor to the Father, 

            What they ask of you to gain, Laud and honor to the Son, 
What they gain from you forever Laud and honor to the Spirit 
With the blessed to retain, Ever three and ever one. 
And hereafter in your glory One in might and one in glory 
Evermore with you to reign. While unending ages run. 
 

Text: 7th Century Latin Hymn 
Music: Henry Purcell, 1659-1695 

 
*CALL TO CONFESSION 
 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (praying together) 
 

MERCIFUL GOD, we confess that we have not followed Your way. We protect 
what is dear to us and neglect what is dear to You. We preserve our own way of 
life and profit at the expense of others. Forgive us, God of grace. Show us the error 
of our ways, and guide us back to Your path of righteousness, justice, and peace. 

 
*TIME OF SILENCE AND PERSONAL CONFESSION 
 

*KYRIE 

              
 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 

*GLORIA PATRI                                                                 

  
John Weaver, 1978 

 



 
 

HEARING THE WORD 
 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
THE LESSONS FOR THE DAY  
  

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON:  II Samuel 7:1-14a 
  

Now when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest 
from all his enemies around him, 2 the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, 
I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.” 3 Nathan said 
to the king, “Go, do all that you have in mind; for the Lord is with you.” 

 

4 But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: 5 Go and tell my 
servant David: Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live 
in? 6 I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel 
from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a 
tabernacle. 7 Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I 
ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders[a] of Israel, whom I commanded 
to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of 
cedar?” 8 Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says 
the Lord of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be 
prince over my people Israel; 9 and I have been with you wherever you went, and 
have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great 
name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10 And I will appoint a place 
for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, 
and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as 
formerly, 11 from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I 
will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the Lord declares to you that 
the Lord will make you a house. 12 When your days are fulfilled and you lie down 
with your ancestors, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come forth 
from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for 
my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 I will be a 
father to him, and he shall be a son to me. 
  
THE PSALTER:                                        Psalm 89                                St. Petersburg 
 
1. My song forever shall record   2.  Almighty God, Thy lofty throne 
The tender mercies of the Lord;   Has justice for its cornerstone 
Thy faithfulness will I proclaim,   And shining bright before thy face 
And every age shall know thy name  Are truth and love and boundless grace 
I sing of mercies that endure,    The heavens shall join in glad accord 
Forever builded firm and sure.   To praise thy wondrous works, O Lord. 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Samuel+7%3A1-14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-8188a


3.  The swelling sea obeys thy will;  4.  With blessing is the nation crowned 
It’s angry waves thy voice can still.  Whose people know the joyful sound, 
The heavens and earth, by right divine,  They in the light, O Lord, shall live, 
The world and all therein are thine;  The light thy face and favor give. 
The whole creation’s wondrous frame   Their frame and might to thee belong, 
Proclaims its maker’s glorious name.  For in thy favor they are strong. 
 

Text:  The Psalter, 1912 
Music: Dimitri S. Bortiansky, 1825 

  
 EPISTLE:  Ephesians 2:11-22   
  

So then, remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called “the 
uncircumcision” by those who are called “the circumcision”—a physical 
circumcision made in the flesh by human hands— 12 remember that you were at 
that time without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and 
strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the 
world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought 
near by the blood of Christ. 14 For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both 
groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility 
between us. 15 He has abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances, 
that he might create in himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus 
making peace, 16 and might reconcile both groups to God in one body] through 
the cross, thus putting to death that hostility through it. 17 So he came and 
proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near; 18 for 
through him both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father. 19 So then you are 
no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also 
members of the household of God, 20 built upon the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. 21 In him the whole 
structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; 22 in whom 
you also are built together spiritually[e] into a dwelling place for God. 

  
 GOSPEL:  Mark 6:30-34; 53-56 
 

The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done and 
taught. 31 He said to them, “Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and 
rest a while.” For many were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to 
eat. 32 And they went away in the boat to a deserted place by themselves. 33 Now 
many saw them going and recognized them, and they hurried there on foot from 
all the towns and arrived ahead of them. 34 As he went ashore, he saw a great 
crowd; and he had compassion for them, because they were like sheep without a 
shepherd; and he began to teach them many things. 

 

53 When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored the 
boat. 54 When they got out of the boat, people at once recognized him, 55 and rushed 
about that whole region and began to bring the sick on mats to wherever they 
heard he was. 56 And wherever he went, into villages or cities or farms, they laid 
the sick in the marketplaces, and begged him that they might touch even the fringe 
of his cloak; and all who touched it were healed. 
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+2%3A11-22&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29235e


 
SERMON                                                    The Rev. Denise M. Clark-Jones 

  
RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

 

 
*HYMN  523                               God the Spirit, Guide and Guardian                          Bethany 

 
 1. God the Spirit, guide and guardian,  2. Christ our Savior, Sovereign, Shepherd  
 Windsped flame, and hovering dove,  Word made flesh, Love crucified.  
 Breath of life and voice of prophets  Teacher, healer, suffering servant, 
 Sign of blessing, power and love:  Friend of sinners, foe of pride: 
 Give to those who lead your people  In your tending may all servants 
 Fresh anointing of your grace;   Learn and live a shepherd’s care; 
 Send them forth as bold apostles   Grant them courage and compassion, 
 To your church in every place.   Shown through word and deed and prayer. 
 
 3.  Great Creator, Life bestower,   4. Triune God, mysterious being, 
 Truth beyond all thought’s recall,  Undivided and diverse 
 Fount of wisdom, womb of mercy,  Deeper than our minds can fathom, 
 Giving and forgiving all:    Greater than our creeds rehearse; 
 As you know our strength and weakness, Help us in our varied callings 
 So may those the church exalts   Your full image to proclaim, 
 Oversee her life steadfastly,   That our ministries uniting  
 Yet not overlook her faults.   May give glory to your name. 

 

         Text: Carl P. Daw, Jr., 1988  
         Music: Henry Thomas Smart, 1867 

 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH              from A Brief Statement of Faith, Presbyterian Church (USA) 
 

In life and death we belong to God.  Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune     
God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve. 
 
We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God.  Jesus proclaimed the reign of 
God; preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives,   teaching by 
word and deed… We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father.  In sovereign  
love God created the world good and makes everyone equally in God’s image, 
male and female, of every race and people, to live as one community. 
 
 We trust in God, the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. The 
Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to 
love God and neighbor, and binds us together with all believers in the one body 
of Christ, the Church. 
 
With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death 
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 



PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 

 The peace of Christ be with you.     
And also with you. 

 
THE GIFT OF MUSIC            Laudate Dominum                         Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 

Melissa Blain, soprano 
 

Laudate Dominum omnes gentes, laudate Dominum omnes populi. Quoniam confirmata est 
supernos miserecordia ejus, et veritas Domini manet, in aeternum.  Gloria patri et filio et spiritu 
sancto, sicut erat in principio et nunc et semper et in saecula saeculorum, Amen. 
 

Praise the Lord all your nations! Extol him, all you peoples! For great is his steadfast love 
toward us, and the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever. Praise the Lord!  Glory be to 
the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
                                                                                                                               … Psalm 117 

 

SEALING THE WORD 
 
INTERCESSIONS AND SUPPLICATIONS 
 ( … In your mercy … Lord hear our prayer) 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER [praying together] 

OUR FATHER, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 

*HYMN 485                                              To God Be the Glory                                                         Crosby              
           

To God be the glory great things he hath done 
So loved he the world that he gave us his Son 

Who yielded his life an atonement for sin 
And opened the lifegate that all may go in.  Refrain … 

 

Great things he hath taught us, great things he hath done, 
And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son; 

But purer and higher, and greater will be 
Our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see!  Refrain … 

 

Refrain - Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, Let the earth hear his voice! 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, Let the people refoice! 

O come to the Father through Jesus the Son, 
And give him the glory: great things he hath done. 

Text: Fanny Jane Crosby, 1875 
Music: William Howard Doane, 1875 



 
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
 

 LEADING IN WORSHIP TODAY  

 

The Rev. Denise M. Clark-Jones, Pastor 
Thomas Clark-Jones, Organist-Choirmaster 

Melissa Blain, soprano soloist 
Elder Larry Hicks, Video Producer 

 
 
WELCOME TO WESTMINSTER CHURCH OF PEORIA.  We are pleased to be worshipping once 
again as a congregation here on Moss Avenue on this Eighth Sunday of Pentecost.  We trust that 
this service will bring blessing and hope.  We welcome those worshipping with us via the World 
Wide Web where we are live-streaming this service.  Our thanks to Elder Larry Hicks who has 
made the live-streaming possible through his expertise in web design. If you miss the service at 
ten o’clock on Sunday morning, the recording of the worship will appear for the next several 
weeks on the WPC You Tube Channel. If you would like to hear the sermon again, this is a perfect 
way to immerse yourself in the Word for the day.   
 
THE SERVICE MUSIC usage and rights to live-stream this service are given through our license 
A-726060 issued by OneLicense.net  (Chicago, Illinois). 
 
TITHES AND OFFERINGS are not being received through the passing of the plate at this time, 
but the church still needs your faithful support to continue its ministry in our community and 
our world, thus, there are offering plates in the Narthex as you leave the church this morning. If  
it is more convenient, you can send your pledge to the church office, or use the website to make 
your donation on line.  Thank you for your faithfulness during this most difficult time.  
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________  
 
 
 
ALMIGHTY GOD, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or 
three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, 
our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, 
and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 
                               … Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Open hands, open hearts, open minds 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The eighTH Sunday after pentecost 

 

18 july 2021 
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