
 

 

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
1420 West Moss Avenue 
Peoria, Illinois  61606 
 

THE  SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
 

17 January 2021                                                                                                    Ten O’clock 
 

 
ALMIGHTY GOD, your Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world. May 
your people, illumined by your Word and Sacraments, shine with the radiance of 
his glory, that he may be known, worshiped, and obeyed to the ends of the earth; 
who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 

GATHERING IN THE PRESENCE OF THE RISEN CHRIST 

 
THE PREPARATION                                    Johann Heinrich Buttstedt 

Chorale Prelude:  From Heaven came the Guiding Star 
 

WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                          Rev. Clark-Jones 
 

One:  We hear the voice of God calling, 
All:    “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 
One:  We feel the Spirit moving among us, 
All:    moving us to acts of compassion and justice. 
One:  We know the love of Jesus. 
All:    We love because Christ first loved us. 
One:  Come, worship God together. 
All:    Come, let us serve our God, who calls us by name. 

 
*THE HYMN                         I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry          Waterlife 

 
 1. I was there to hear your borning cry  2. I was there when your were but a child 
 I’ll be there when you are old.   With a faith to suit you well; 
 I rejoiced the day you were baptised  In a blaze of light you wandered off 
 To see your life unfold.    To find where demons dwell. 
  
 3. When you heard the wonder of the Word, 4. If you find someone to share your time  
 I was there to cheer you on.   And you join your hearts as one, 
 You were raised to praise the living Lord I’ll be there to make your verses rhyme 
 To whom we now belong.    From dusk till rising sun. 
  
 5.  In the middle ages of your life,  6. When the evening gently closes in  



 

 

 Not too old, no longer young,   And you shut your weary eyes, 
 I’ll be there to guide you through the night, I’ll be there as I have always been 
 Complete what I’ve begun.   With just one more surprise. (Repeat vs.1) 

 

Text and Music: John Ylvisaker, 1985 

*CALL TO CONFESSION 

 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (praying together) 
 
 

ETERNAL GOD, You have made all of creation and each cell of our bodies. You 
know our and You know our sins. We desperately try to hide our mistakes, our 
weaknesses, our embarrassments. But you know it all, and so we come before you 
now asking for your forgiveness. Even as you know the limits of our human 
capabilities, we know the unlimited power of your love. Forgive us, cleanse us, 
make us whole. 

 
*TIME OF SILENCE AND PERSONAL CONFESSION 
 

*KYRIE 

  
 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 
*GLORIA PATRI 

                                                                       

  
 

© Thomas Clark-Jones, 2005, All rights reserved. Used with permission 
 



 

 

HEARING THE WORD 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: I Samuel 3:1-20 
 

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of 
the Lord was rare in those days; visions were not widespread. 

 

2 At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, 
was lying down in his room; 3 the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel 
was lying down in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was. 4 Then 
the Lord called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” 5 and ran to Eli, and 
said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” 
So he went and lay down. 6 The Lord called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and 
went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, 
my son; lie down again.” 7 Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word 
of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. 8 The Lord called Samuel again, a 
third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called 
me.” Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the boy. 9 Therefore Eli said to 
Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your 
servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 

 

10 Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And 
Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 11 Then the Lord said to 
Samuel, “See, I am about to do something in Israel that will make both ears of 
anyone who hears of it tingle. 12 On that day I will fulfill against Eli all that I have 
spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. 13 For I have told him that I 
am about to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his 
sons were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them. 14 Therefore I swear to 
the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be expiated by sacrifice 
or offering forever.” 

 

15 Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of 
the Lord. Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. 16 But Eli called Samuel and 
said, “Samuel, my son.” He said, “Here I am.” 17 Eli said, “What was it that he told 
you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to you and more also, if you hide 
anything from me of all that he told you.” 18 So Samuel told him everything and 
hid nothing from him. Then he said, “It is the Lord; let him do what seems good 
to him.” 

 

19 As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall to the 
ground. 20 And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a 
trustworthy prophet of the Lord. 
 
 
 
*THE PSALTER                                     Psalm 139                              St. Anne 
 



 

 

1. Lord, you have searched me out and known 2. You trace my journeys and my rest 
All that your hands have wrought. And everything I do; 
My rising up and sitting down, There is no word upon my lips 
You know my every thought. Which is not known to you. 
 

3. Behind, before, you press on me 4. Then from your Spirit or your face 
And on me lay your hand; Where can I flee or go? 
Such knowledge is too wonderful In heaven above I find you there, 
For me to understand. And in the grave also. 
 

5. If I should take the wings of dawn 6. If I say, “Surely darkness hides, 
And reach the farthest sea, And light will turn to night,” 
Yet even there your hand holds fast, The darkness is not dark, to you 
Your right hand still leads me. Both day and night are bright. 

 

 Text:  A New Metrical Psalter, Christopher L. Webber 
 © 1986,  The Church Hymnal Corp., New York, (used and reprinted with permission) 

Music: William Croft, 1708 
 

EPISTLE:  I Corinthians 6:12-20 
 
“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are 
lawful for me,” but I will not be dominated by anything. 13 “Food is meant for the 
stomach and the stomach for food,” and God will destroy both one and the other. 
The body is meant not for fornication but for the Lord, and the Lord for the 
body. 14 And God raised the Lord and will also raise us by his power. 15 Do you 
not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Should I therefore take the 
members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! 16 Do you not 
know that whoever is united to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For it is 
said, “The two shall be one flesh.” 17 But anyone united to the Lord becomes one 
spirit with him. 18 Shun fornication! Every sin that a person commits is outside 
the body; but the fornicator sins against the body itself. 19 Or do you not know 
that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from 
God, and that you are not your own? 20 For you were bought with a price; therefore 
glorify God in your body. 

  
 GOSPEL:  John 1:43-51 
 

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, 
“Follow me.” 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and 
Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about 
whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from 
Nazareth.” 46 Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” 
Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47 When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward 
him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no 
deceit!” 48 Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus 
answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 49 Nathanael 
replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50 Jesus 
answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? 
You will see greater things than these.” 51 And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell 



 

 

you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending 
upon the Son of Man.” 
 
SERMON                                                                                                   Rev. Denise Clark-Jones 

 
RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

 
*HYMN 391                                                    Take My Life                                          Hendon 

 

 1. Take my life and let it be   2. Take my hands, and let them move 
 Consecrated, Lord, to thee.   At the impulse of thy love; 
 Take my moments and my days;   Take my feet and let them be 
 Let them flow in ceaseless praise.  Swift and beautiful for thee. 
 Let them flow in ceaseless praise.  Swift and beautiful for thee. 
 

3. Take my voice and let me sing   4. Take my silver and my gold 
 Always, only for my King.   Not a mite would I withhold; 
 Take my lips and let them be   Take my intellect and use 
 Filled with messages from thee   Every power as thou shalt choose, 
 Filled with messages from thee.   Every power as thou shalt choose. 
  

5. Take my will, and make it thine;  6. Take my love, my Lord, I pour 
It shall be no longer mine.   At thy feet its treasure store. 
Take my heart, it is thine own   Take myself, and I will be 
It shall be thy royal throne,   Ever, only, all for thee, 
It shall be thy royal throne.   Ever, only, all for thee. 

 

Text: Frances Ridley Havergal, 1874 
Music: H.A. César Malan, 1827 

 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (affirming together)                  from A Brief Statement of Faith, PC (USA) 

 

In life and death we belong to God.  Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit,  we trust in the one triune 
God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve. 
 

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God.  Jesus proclaimed the reign of 
God;  preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives,   teaching by 
word and deed… We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father.  In sovereign  
love God created the world good and makes everyone equally in God’s image,male 
and female, of every race and people, to live as one community. 
 

 We trust in God, the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. The 
Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to love 
God and neighbor, and binds us together with all believers in the one body of 
Christ, the Church. With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing 
in life or in death can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE           The peace of Christ be with you.    And also with you. 

 
THE GIFT OF MUSIC                              There Shall A Star                                       Felix Mendelssohn 
 



 

 

There shall a star from Jacob come forth, and a Sceptre from Israel rise up. And dash in 
pieces princes and nations.  How brightly shines the morning star! With sudden radiance 
from afar, with light and comfort glowing!  Thy Word, Jesus, inly feeds us, rightly leads 
us, Life bestowing.  Praise, O praise, such love o’erflowing. 

 
SEALING THE WORD 

 

INTERCESSIONS AND SUPPLICATIONS    ( … In your mercy … Lord hear our prayer) 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER [we pray together] 

OUR FATHER, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

 

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 

 
*HYMN 429                              Lord, You Give the Great Commission                              Abbot’s Leigh 
 
1. Lord, you give the great commission  2. Lord, you call us to your service; 
“Heal the sick and preach the Word.”  “In my name baptize and teach,” 
Lest the church neglect its mission,  That the world may trust your promise, 
And the gospel go unheard,    Life abundant meant for each, 
Help us witness to your purpose   Give us all new fervor, draw us 
With renewed integrity,    Closer in community; 
With the Spirit’s gifts empower us  With the Spirit’s gifts empower us 
For the work of ministry.    For the work of ministry. 
 
3. Lord, you make the common holy  4. Lord, you show us love’s true measure: 
“This my body, this my blood,”   “Father, what they do, forgive.” 
Let us all, for earth’s true glory,   Yet we hoard as private treasure 
Daily lift life heavenward,   All that you so freely give. 
Asking that the world around us   May your care and mercy lead us 
Share your children’s liberty;   To a just society; 
With the Spirit’s gifts empower us  With the Spirit’s gifts empower us 
For the work of ministry.    For the work of ministry. 
 

Text: Jeffrey W. Rowthorne, 1978  
Music: Cyril Vincent Taylor, 1941 

 
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 
*CHORAL BENEDICTION               May Christ Support Us              Norman Dello Joio 
 
 



 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

LEADING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

 

The Rev. Denise M. Clark-Jones, Pastor 
Thomas Clark-Jones, Organist-Choirmaster 

The Westminster Quartet 
Melissa Blain, soprano; Kate Kortemeier, alto 

J. Douglas McQueen, tenor; David Kortemeier, baritone 
Larry Hicks, Video Producer 

 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
WELCOME TO WESTMINSTER CHURCH OF PEORIA and this celebration of the second 
Sunday after the Epiphany.  We greet you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ and pray this 
service will be a blessing to all who participate.  The equipment used to live-stream this service 
has been upgraded on a regular basis since our beginning to broadcast on the Web in March of 
2020. Our thanks to Elder Larry Hicks who has worked tirelessly to bring our services to you. His 
expertise makes the sharing of our worship with our entire congregation possible. And also 
thanks to Dan Callahan whose beautiful flowers and plants adorn our sanctuary each week.  
 
THIS SERVICE is webcast at www.westminsterpeoria.org.  It is covered by permissions granted 
by One License A 726060 for the use of musical portions of the service as well as to broadcast all 
music in the service with permission of the various publishers.  
 
TODAY’S MUSIC:  The anthem is by Felix Mendelssohn and is an excerpt from his Oratorio, 
“Christus.”  It shows the wonderful forward movement and drive that is so attractive in many of 
Mendelssohn’s works, both for chorus and orchestra.  Touching on the heart of the great 
European choral literature is a benefit of an eclectic music program in which we celebrate the 
best church music of the ages in our Sunday worship.   
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
ALMIGHTY GOD, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or 
three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, 
our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, 
and in the age to come, life everlasting. Amen. 

      …  A Prayer of St. John Chrysostom 
 
 
     

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

OPEN HANDS, OPEN HEARTS, OPEN MINDS  

http://www.westminsterpeoria.org/

