WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

1420 West Moss Avenue
Peoria, Illinois 61606

THE FEAST OF THE TRANSFIGURATION

14 February 2021 Ten O’clock

O GOD, glorious and faithful, to those who seek you with a sincere heart you
reveal the beauty of your face. Strengthen us in faith to embrace the mystery of
the cross, and open our hearts to its transfiguring power; that, clinging in love to
your will for us, we may walk the path of discipleship as followers of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, forever and ever. Amen.

GATHERING IN THE PRESENCE OF THE RISEN CHRIST

THE PREPARATION Allegro from Concerto II after Vivaldi Johann Sebastian Bach
WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY

*CALL TO WORSHIP Rev. Denise Clark-Jones

One: As God called to Moses from the mountain,

All: we are called to be God’s people.

One: As Jesus called the disciples to climb with him to the peak of another mountain,
All:  we are called to follow wherever he leads.

One: As the disciples stood in awe at the sound of God’s voice,

All: we are called to worship in wonder and praise.

One: Gathering in this sacred place we anticipate new wonders each week.

*THE HYMN Jesus on the Mountain Peak Mowsley
1. Jesus on the mountain peak 2. Trembling at his feet we saw
Stands alone in glory blazing; Moses and Elijah speaking
Let us, if we dare to speak, All the prophets and the law
Join the saints and angels praising. Shout through them their joyful greeting:
Alleluia! Alleluia!
3. Swift the cloud of glory came, 4. This is God’s beloved Son!
God proclaiming, in its thunder, Law and prophets sing before him
Jesus as the Son by name! First and last and only One.
Nations, cry aloud in wonder: All creation shall adore Him!
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Text: Brian Wren, 1962
Music: Cyril Vincent Taylor, b. 1907



*CALL TO CONFESSION

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (praying together)

God of compassion, in Jesus Christ you reveal the light of your glory, but we
turn away, distracted by our own plans. Your Word offers guidance, but we
choose to ignore your counsel. You promise renewal, but we heed not your
wisdom. We bow to the gods of this world, choosing to hide from your truth.
Speak to us again from beyond the clouds of our sinfulness; dazzle us anew

with the light of Christ’s love. Restore and forgive us.

*TIME OF SILENCE AND PERSONAL CONFESSION
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*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
*GLORIA IN EXCELSIS (see page 8 of this leaflet)
HEARING THE WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE READINGS

OLD TESTAMENT: II Kings 2:1-12

Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah
and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for
the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the Lord lives, and as
you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. 3 The
company of prophetsiz2l who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him,
“Do you know that today the Lord will take your master away from you?” And
he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.”

4Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” But he
said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they
came to Jericho.>The company of prophetslt!l who were at Jericho drew near to
Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take your master
away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.”


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Kings%202%3A1-12%2CMark%209%3A2-9&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-9555a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Kings%202%3A1-12%2CMark%209%3A2-9&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-9557b

¢ Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” But
he said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the
two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of the company of prophetsi< also went, and
stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the
Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the
water was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed
on dry ground.

9When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you,
before I am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of
your spirit.” 1 He responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as
I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” 11 As they
continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the
two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12Elisha kept
watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!”
But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them
in two pieces.

THE PSALTER Psalm 50 Duke Street
1. The Lord has spoken, God of gods, 2. Our God will come with raging storm,
He calls the earth from east to west; Consuming flame, and not be still;

From Zion, perfect in its grace, He calls the heavens and earth to see

He makes his glory manifest. As now his people hear his will.

3. "Assemble all my followers
Who sealed the bond with sacrifice;"
For God the Lord himself is judge;
Let heaven declare his cause is right.
from: A New Metrical Psalter, Christopher L. Webber

© 1986, The Church Hymnal Corp., New York, (used and reprinted with permission)
Music: John Hatton: 1793

EPISTLE: II Corinthians 4:3-6

And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. ¢ In their
case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them
from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of
God. 5 For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and
ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. ¢ For it is the God who said, “Let light
shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

GOSPEL: Mark 9:2-9

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a
high mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3and
his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach
them. ¢ And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with
Jesus. > Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Kings%202%3A1-12%2CMark%209%3A2-9&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-9559c

three dwellings one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” ¢He did not
know what to say, for they were terrified. ” Then a cloud overshadowed them,
and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to
him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any
more, but only Jesus.

? As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about
what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.

SERMON The Rev. Denise Clark-Jones
RESPONDING TO THE WORD

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Reading together) The Apostles’ Creed

I BELIEVE IN GOD, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting.
Amen.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
THE GIFT OF MUSIC O Be Joyful Philip Stopford

O be joyful in the Lord, all ye lands; Serve the Lord with gladness and come before his
presence with a song. Be ye sure that the Lord he is God: It is he that hath made us and
not we ourselves; We are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. O go your way into his
gates with thanksgiving, And into his courts with praise. Be thankful unto him and speak
good of his name. And his truth endureth from generation to generation. Glory be to the
Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost, as it was in the beginning, is now and ever

shall be, world without end. Amen.
Text: Psalm 100

SEALING THE WORD

At the time of the Distribution of the EUCHARIST, worshipers are encouraged to use whatever
bread and wine are at hand as the food of the Supper. Jesus himself used the left over bread and wine
from the Passover Feast to institute the first Eucharist. So we, too, may use those things
closest at hand for this celebration. Christians of any age or church affiliation
are welcome at Christ’s table, where Christ himself is the host.



*HYMN

1. O wondrous type! O vision fair

Of glory that the Church may share,
Which Christ upon the mountain shows,
Where brighter than the sun he glows!

3. With shining face and bright array
Christ deigns to manifest today
What glory shall be theirs above
Who joy in God with perfect love.

O Wondrous Type! O Vision Fair Wareham
2. With Moses and Elijah nigh

The Incarnate Lord holds converse high
And from the cloud, the Holy One

Bears record to the only Son.

4. And faithful hearts are raised on high
By this great vision’s mystery;

For which in joyful strains we raise

The voice of prayer, the hymn of praise.

5. O Father, with the eternal Son,
And Holy Spirit, ever One,
Vouchsafe to bring us by thy grace

To see thy glory face to face.
Text: 15t Century Latin Hymn
Translation: John Mason Neale, 1854
Music; William Knapp, 1738

INVITATION
One: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.
One: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them to the Lord.
One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give God thanks and praise.
COMMUNION PRAYER
SANCTUS
Torn Clark-Tones
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COMMUNION PRAYER and MEMORIAL ACCLAMATIONS
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THE CONSECRATION

THE LORD’S PRAYER [praying together]

OUR FATHER, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory, forever. Amen.

These are holy things, to keep us holy. Gifts of God for the people of God.
Let us keep the feast. Alleluia!

DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS

COMMUNION MUSIC A Canticle of Peace Joseph W. Clokey

And it shall come to pass, in the later day, That the Lord’s House shall be established in
the top of the mountain, and many shall go and say: “Come ye, and let us go into the house
of the Lord; and he will teach us his way and will walk in his paths. And he shall judge
between the nations, and shall reprove many nations. And they shall beat their swords
into plowshares. Nation shall not lift sword against nation. Neither shall they learn war
anymore. Come ye, let us walk in the light of the Lord. Come!

... Isaiah 2:2-4

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

*HYMN 73 Swiftly Pass the Clouds of Glory Geneva
1. Swiftly pass the clouds of glory 2. Glimpsed and gone the revelation
Heaven’s voice, the dazzling light; They shall gain and keep its truth,

Moses and Elijah vanish Not by building on the mountain
Christ alone commands the height! Any shrine or sacred booth,
Peter, James and John fall silent But by following the Savior
Turning from the summit’s rise Through the valley to the cross
Downward toward the shadowed valley And by testing faith’s resilience
Where their Lord has fixed his eyes. Through betrayal, pain and loss.

3. Lord, transfigure our perception, With the purest light that shines,
And recast our life’s intentions To the shape of your designs,
Till we seek no other glory Than what lies past Calvary’s hill



And our living and our dying And our rising by your will.

Text: Thomas H. Troegger, 1985
Music: George Henry Day, 1940

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
*CHORAL BENEDICTION God Be with You Ralph Vaughan Williams

The service music is from Communion Service in E-flat by Thomas Clark-Jones, written in 2005 for the Ordination of
the Rev. Denise Clark-Jones to the office of Minister of Word and Sacrament at the Pine Street Presbyterian Church in
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. The work is copyright © 2005; all rights reserved.

LEADING IN WORSHIP TODAY

The Rev. Denise Clark-Jones, Pastor
Thomas Clark-Jones, Organist-Choirmaster
The Quartet of Westminster Church
Melissa Blain, soprano; Kate Kortemeier, alto
J. Douglas McQueen, tenor; David Kortemeier, baritone
Elder Larry Hicks, Video producer

A REMINDER ... this Wednesday is Ash Wednesday. A service of solemn Eucharist and
Imposition of Ashes will take place at 7:00 p.m. It is a brief but beautiful service marking the
beginning of our Lenten journey as a faith community. Please make every effort to be with us on
the Internet as we live-stream this service from the Sanctuary. The Westminster Quartet will
bring several seasonal anthems, and Pastor Clark-Jones will bring a message of hope as we enter
the Lenten season.

PERMISSION to live-stream this service is and its congregational music is granted by our license
with One License.net, #A-716060. One License service, Chicago, Illinois.

OPEN HANDS, OPEN HEARTS, OPEN MINDS

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
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from Service in E-flat, Thomas Clark-Jones
© 2005 All rights reserved
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We do not presume to come to this thy Table,
O merciful Lord,

trusting in our own righteousness,

but in thy manifold and great mercies.

We are not worthy so much

as to gather up the crumbs

under thy Table.

But thou art the same Lord,

whose property is always to have mercy:
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord,

so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ,
and to drink his blood,

that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us.



