WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH '

1420 West Moss Avenue
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THE SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT

28 February 2021 Ten O’clock

GOD OF MERCY, you are full of tenderness and compassion, slow to anger; rich
in mercy, and always ready to forgive. Grant us grace to renounce all evil and to
cling to Christ, that in every way we may prove to be your loving children;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, forever and ever. Amen.
... Book of Common Worship, Presbyterian Church, USA)

GATHERING IN THE PRESENCE OF THE RISEN CHRIST

THE PREPARATION O God, Thou Faithful God Flor Peeters
WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY

*CALL TO WORSHIP Rev. Denise Clark-Jones

One: Hear the promise of the Lord our God:

All: Iwill bless you and make you a blessing.
One: Hear the calling of our Lord Jesus Christ:

All: Take up your cross and follow me.

*THE HYMN 421 The Church of Christ in Every Age Wareham
1. The church of Christ in every age, 2. Across the world, across the street,
Beset by change but Spirit led, The victims of injustice cry
Must claim and test its heritage For shelter and for bread to eat,
And keep on rising from the dead. And never live until they die.
3. Then let the servant church arise; 4. For Christ alone, whose blood was shed,
A caring church that longs to be Can cure the fever in our blood,
A partner in Christ’s sacrifice, And teach us how to share our bread
And clothed in Christ’s humanity. And feed the starving multitude

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1969
Music: William Knapp, 1738



*CALL TO CONFESSION

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (praying together)

GOD OF OUR ANCESTORS in the faith, we are a people who have known the
hurt of broken promises, and have spoken words we could not keep. We are quick
to condemn those who make wrong choices, but want only gentle criticism directed
our way. We let our lives be guided so much by our past, rather than opening our
eyes, our hearts, our hopes to your amazing future. Forgive our distrust of the vows
you have made to us, God of Sarah. Forgive our disbelief that you can bring hope
to those places where we see only despair, God of Abraham. Forgive our hesitancy
in denying all that keeps us from committing ourselves completely to you, God of
Peter and the psalmists. Forgive us, so we may take up the life you offer to us in
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.

*TIME OF SILENCE AND PERSONAL CONFESSION
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Lord,havemer<y up-on us. Christ,have mer-cy up-on us. Lord, have mer-cy up-on us.
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
*LENTEN RESPONSE (singing together) Westminster Abbey

To this temple where we call thee, Come O Lord of Hosts today,
With thy wonted loving kindness, Hear thy servants as they pray,
And thy fullest benediction, Shed within these walls alway.

HEARING THE WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE READINGS

OLD TESTAMENT: Genesis 17:1-7; 15-16

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said to
him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2 And I will make
my covenant between me and you, and will make you exceedingly
numerous.” 3Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, ¢“As for me, this
is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 5No
longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have
made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. ¢I will make you exceedingly
fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. 71 will
establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after you



throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and
to your offspring after you.

God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but
Sarah shall be her name. 161 will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by
her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come

from her.”

PSALTER Psalm 22 Ellacombe

1. Amid the thronging worshipers
The living Lord I bless;

Before my people gathered here,
God's name will I confess.

Come sing with all who fear the Lord
You children of God's grace;

With reverence sound all glory forth
And bow before God's face.

3. You feed with good the humble ones
And satisfy the meek

And they shall live and praise you, Lord,
Who for your mercy seek.

The ends of all the earth take thought,
The nations seek you, Lord.

They worship you, the Sovereign One,
In earth and heaven adored.

2. The burden of the sorrowful

The Lord will not despise;

God has not turned from those who mourn
But listens to their cries.

Such goodness makes me join the throng
Where saints this praise proclaim,

And there will I fulfill my vows

With those who fear God's name.

4. Before you, Lord, the proud shall bow,
The haughty with their trust.

They cannot keep themselves alive;
They too return to dust.

But you, Lord, dwell beyond all time,
Deliverance to proclaim

To generations yet unborn

Who shall confess your name.

Text: Singing Songs of Joy and Praise, Fred R. Anderson,

© 1986, The Westminster Press, (used and reprinted with permission)

Music: Gesangbuch der Herzogt, 1784

EPISTLE: Romans 4:13-25

For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is
void. 15 For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there
violation.

16 For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace
and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but
also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 7 as
it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”) —in the presence of
the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence
the things that do not exist. 18 Hoping against hope, he believed that he would
become “the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So numerous
shall your descendants be.” 12 He did not weaken in faith when he considered his
own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years
old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20 No distrust made



him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he
gave glory to God, 2! being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had
promised. 22 Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 22 Now
the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone, 24 but for
ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord
from the dead, 2 who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised
for our justification.

GOSPEL: Mark 8:31-38

Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering,
and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and
after three days rise again. 32 He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him
aside and began to rebuke him. 33 But turning and looking at his disciples, he
rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not
on divine things but on human things.”

34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become
my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow
me. 35 For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their
life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36 For what will it profit
them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 3’ Indeed, what can they give
in return for their life? 33 Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this
adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed
when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”

SERMON Rev. Denise Clark-Jones
RESPONDING TO THE WORD
*HYMN 76 My Song Is Love Unknown Love Unknown
1. My song is love unknown, 2. Christ came from heaven’s throne
My Savior’s love to me Salvation to bestow,
Love to the loveless shown But people scorned and none
That they might lovely be The longed-for Christ would know.
O who am I, That for my sake But O my Friend, My Friend indeed,
My Lord should take frail flesh and die? Who at my need His life did spend!
3. Sometimes they strew His way, 4. They rise, and needs will have
And his sweet praises sing, My dear Lord made away;
Resounding all the way A murderer they save,
Hosanna to their King. The Prince of life they slay.
Then “Crucify!” is all their breath, Yet steadfast He To suffering goes,
And for His death they thirst and cry. That He His foes from thence might free.

5. Here might I stay and sing, No story so divine:
Never was love, dear King, Never was grief like Thine.
This is my Friend, In whose sweet praise I all my days Could gladly spend.

Text: Samuel Crossman, 1664
Music: John Ireland, 1918



*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (affirming together) from A Brief Statement of Faith, PC(LISA)

IN LIFE AND DEATH we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one
triune God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve.

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the reign of
God; preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by
word and deed... We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father. In sovereign
love God created the world good and makes everyone equally in God’s image,
male and female, of every race and people, to live as one community.

We trust in God, the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. The
Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to
love God and neighbor, and binds us together with all believers in the one body
of Christ, the Church.

With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you And also with you.

THE GIFT OF MUSIC Blessed are all they that fear the Lord Leo Sowerby

Blessed are all they that fear the Lord; and walk in his ways. For thou shalt eat the labours
of thine hands. O well is thee, and happy shalt thou be. Thy wife shall be as the fruitful vine
on the walls of thine house: thy children like the olive branches round about thy table. Lo,
thus shall the man be blessed that feareth the Lord. The Lord from out of Zion shall so bless
thee that thou shalt see Jerusalem in prosperity all thy life long. Yea, that thou shalt see thy
children’s children, and peace upon Israel.

PRAYERS AND INTERCESSIONS

In your mercy ... Lord hear our prayer

THE LORD’S PRAYER [praying together]

OUR FATHER, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

*HYMN Jesus Lover of My Soul Aberystwyth



1. Jesus, Lover of my soul, 2. Other refuge have I none,

Let me to thy bosom fly, Hangs my helpless soul on thee;
While the nearer waters roll Leave, ah! Leave me not alone,
While the tempest still is high. Still support and comfort me!
Hide me, O my Saviour, hide, All my trust on thee is stayed;
Till the storms of life be past; All my help from thee I bring;
Safe into thy haven guide, Cover my defenseless head

O receive my soul at last. With the shadow of thy wing.

3. Plenteous grace with thee is found,
Grace to cover all my sin;

Let the healing streams abound,
Make and keep me pure within.
Thou of life the fountain art,
Freely let me take of thee;
Spring thou up within my heart,
Rise to all eternity.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1740
Music: Joseph Parry, 1879

*COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION

*CHORAL BENEDICTION May Christ Support Us Hugh McAmis

May Christ support us all the day long, ‘til the shadows lengthen, and the evening comes,
and the weary world is hushed, and the fever of life is o’er, and our work is done. Then in
his mercy may he grant us a safe lodging, and a holy rest ... and peace at the last. Amen.

*POSTLUDE

THIS SERVICE comes to you via live-streaming on the world wide web. Permission to stream is
granted by One License A-726060 (OneLicense.net; Chicago, Illinois). The license covers both the
broadcast rights and the usage rights for the service music reproduced in the service leaflet.

A LENTEN DEVOTIONAL GUIDE: ‘A Journey to the Cross with Mark’ is available on the
church’s website: www.westminsterpeoria.org. This guide was written by the Rev. Denise Clark-
Jones for the congregation and friends of Westminster Church. A printed version of this work is
available by contacting the church office.


http://www.westminsterpeoria.org/

LEADING IN WORSHIP TODAY

Rev. Denise M. Clark-Jones, Pastor
The Quartet of Westminster
Melissa Blain, soprano; Kate Kourtemeier, alto
J. Douglas McQueen, tenor; David Kortemeier, baritone
Thomas Clark-Jones, Organist-Choirmaster
Elder Larry Hicks, Video Production

ALMIGHTY GOD, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of
them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in
this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

... a prayer of St. Chrysostom

OPEN HANDS, OPEN HEARTS, OPEN MINDS
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Christ of St. John of the Cross (1951)
Salvador Dali (1904 - 1989)

This monumental painting of the Surrealist, Salvador Dali stands
more than eight feet tall by four feet wide.
From the Cross, Jesus looks down on the world he came to save.
It is a great statement of faith from a great artist.
Note, there are no nails and no blood on the corpus.
The Savior looks down on the sea and the fishermen he knew in love.
(Original painting is at the Kelvingrove Museum, Glasgow, Scotland)



