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THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
 

21 March 2021                                                                                                     Ten O’clock 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
  

ALMIGHTY GOD, our Redeemer, in our weakness we have failed to be your 
messengers of forgiveness and hope.  Renew us by your Holy Spirit, that we may 
follow your commands and proclaim your reign of love; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  Amen.     

  …  Book of Common Worship, Presbyterian Church, USA) 
 
 

GATHERING IN THE PRESENCE OF THE RISEN CHRIST 
 

THE PREPARATION              Chorale Prelude on “O Sacred Head”                         Johannes Brahms 
 

WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                            Rev. Denise Clark-Jones 

 

 One:  God is making a new covenant with us, 
 All:    A covenant written on our hearts instead of stone. 
 One: God is doing something new in us, 

 All:  Our very lives are a temple of God’s spirit.  
 One:  God is doing something new in our world, 
 All:  We have the promise of eternal life.  
 One:  God is making all things new; 
 All:   Let us worship our God, who is with us now. 

 
*THE HYMN 478                      Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven                       Lauda Anima 
 

 1. Praise, my soul, the King of Heaven  2. Praise him for his grace and favor, 
 To his fee thy tribute bring:   To his people in distress; 
 Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,  Praise him still, the same as ever, 
 Evermore his praises sing:    Slow to chide and swift to bless. 
 Alleluia!  Alleluia!     Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 Praise the everlasting King.   Glorious in his faithfulness 

  

3. Fatherlike he tends and spares us; Well our feeble frame he knows, 
In his hands he gently bears us, Rescues us from all our foes. 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Widely yet his mercy flows. 

 

 Text: Henry Francis Lyte, 1834 
Music: John Goss, 1869 



 

 
 
*CALL TO CONFESSION                                                                                         
 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (praying together) 
 

MERCIFUL GOD, Have mercy on our souls, according to your unwavering love; 
according to your abundant mercy, wipe away our sins and the guilt we have 
carried for so long. Instead, write on our hearts your love, Your boundaries for our 
lives, Your salvation that sets us free from our sins, to live the abundant life You 
have for each of us. Create in us clean hearts, Renew Your spirit within us. Restore 
to us the joy of Your salvation, and sustain in us a willing spirit. Write on our hearts, 
Your love, O God.  

 
*TIME OF SILENCE AND PERSONAL CONFESSION 
 
*KYRIE 

          
 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 

*LENTEN RESPONSE  (singing together)                                                                      Westminster Abbey 
 

  To this temple where we call thee, Come O Lord of Hosts today, 
  With thy wonted loving kindness, Hear thy servants as they pray, 
  And thy fullest benediction, Shed within these walls alway.                                                                                            
                           

HEARING THE WORD 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
  
SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

OLD TESTAMENT: Jeremiah 31:31-34                                                                    
 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with 
the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant that 
I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of 
the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says 
the Lord. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after 
those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on 
their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 No longer 
shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall 
all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive 
their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.   

  
  



  
 PSALTER                                                 Psalm 51                                                               Jerusalem 

 

 1. Have mercy in your goodness, Lord, 2. So when you speak, Lord, it is just  
 And in your grace forgive my sin; Your judgments all reveal the truth; 
 Wash me from evil through and through, I have been wicked from my birth, 
 Cleanse me, O Lord, without, within A sinner ever from my youth. 
 All my transgressions, Lord, I know; For deep within you look for truth 
 I see my sin both day and night  In secret make me understand; 
 Against you only have I sinner  Purge out my sin and I shall be 
 Done what is evil in your sight.  Pure as your holy law demands. 
  

3. Tell me of you and gladness, Lord,  And give my broken body ease; 
Lord, hide your face from all my sin;  Blot out all mine iniquities. 

Create in me a clean heart, Lord,  Renew a spirit that is right; 
Take not your Spirit from my life, Nor cast me out, Lord, from your sight. 

  

 Text:  A New Metrical Psalter, Christopher L. Webber 

 © 1986, The Church Hymnal Corp, (used and reprinted with permission) 
Music: C. Hurbert H. Parry, 1916 

 
 EPISTLE:  Hebrews 5:5-10                                                                                                                                   

 

So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was 
appointed by the one who said to him, 

 

“You are my Son, 
      today I have begotten you”; 

 

6 as he says also in another place, 

 

“You are a priest forever, 
      according to the order of Melchizedek.” 

 

7 In the days of his flesh, Jesus[a] offered up prayers and supplications, with loud 
cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard 
because of his reverent submission. 8 Although he was a Son, he learned obedience 
through what he suffered; 9 and having been made perfect, he became the source 
of eternal salvation for all who obey him, 10 having been designated by God a high 
priest according to the order of Melchizedek. 
 
GOSPEL: John 12:20-33 
 

  Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 21 They 
came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see 
Jesus.” 22 Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told 
Jesus. 23 Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 
glorified. 24 Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it 
remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25 Those who love their life 
lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26 Whoever 
serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves 
me, the Father will honor. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+5%3A5-10&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-30021a


27 “Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this 
hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 28 Father, glorify your 
name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it 
again.” 29 The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others 
said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 30 Jesus answered, “This voice has come for 
your sake, not for mine. 31 Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this 
world will be driven out. 32 And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw 
all people to myself.” 33 He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 
 

SERMON                    Rev. Denise Clark-Jones 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
*HYMN              All My Hope On God Is Founded                                         Michael 

 
1. All my hope on God is founded;  2. God’s great goodness aye endureth, 
he doth still my trust renew.   Deep his wisdom, passing thought: 
Me through change and chance he guideth, splendor, light and life attend him, 
only good and only true.    Beauty springeth out of naught. 
God unknown, he alone    Evermore from his store 
calls my heart to be his own.   new-born worlds rise and adore. 

 
3. Daily doth th' Almighty giver   4. Still from earth to God eternal   
bounteous gifts on us bestow;   sacrifice of praise be done, 
his desire our soul delighteth,   high above all praises praising 
pleasure leads us where we go.   for the gift of Christ his Son. 
Love doth stand at his hand;    Christ doth call one and all: 
joy doth wait on his command.   Ye who follow shall not fall 

 

Text: Joachim Neander, ca. 1690  
Translation: Robert Bridges, 1899 

Music; Herbert Howells, 1930 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   (affirming together)                           from Philippians 
 

Christ Jesus, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God 
as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, 
being born in human likeness. And being found in human form He humbled 
himself and became obedient to the point of death -- even death on a cross. 
Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every 
name, So that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess to the glory of God: 
Jesus Christ is Lord!   

 
PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 

 The peace of Christ be with you      
And also with you. 

 
THE GIFT OF MUSIC                  The Light of the World                                          Andrew Carter 



 
Behold, I stand at the door and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will 
come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.  Jesus said, I am the light of the 
world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.  Jesus 
said, I am the good shepherd: that giveth his life for the sheep.  Jesus said, I am the way, the 
truth, and the life.  Jesus said, I am the resurrection and the life.  Behold, I stand at the door 
and knock: I will come to you, will come to you.  Behold, I stand at the door and knock. 

 
PRAYERS AND INTERCESSIONS         
 

In your mercy … Lord hear our prayer 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  [praying together] 
 

OUR FATHER, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 

 
 

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 
*HYMN 87              The Glory of These Forty Days                                Erhalt uns, Herr 

 
 The glory of these forty days,   Alone and fasting, Moses saw 
 We celebrate with songs of praise;  The loving God who gave the law; 
 For Christ, by whom all things were made, And to Elijah, fasting came 
 Himself has fasted and has prayed.  The steeds and chariot of flame. 
 
 3. So Daniel trained his mystic sight,  Then grant that we like them be true 
 Delivered from the lion’s might;   Consumed in fast and prayer with you 
 And John, the Bridegroom’s friend became Our spirits strengthen with your grace, 
 The herald of Messiah’s name.   And give us joy to see your face. 

 

Text: Gregory the Great (540-604) 
Music: Klug’s Geistliche Lieder, 1543 

 

*COMMISSION AND BENEDICTION 

 
*CHORAL BENEDICTION                        Nunc Dimittis                                            Harold W. Friedell 
 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace according to thy word. For mine eyes 
have seen thy salvation; Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; To be a light 
to lighten the Gentiles and to be the glory of thy people Israel.  Glory be to the Father, and 
to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be world 
without end. Amen. 

 

LEADING IN WORSHIP TODAY 



 
Rev. Denise M. Clark-Jones, Pastor 

The Quartet of Westminster Church 
Melissa Blain, soprano; Kate Kortemeier, alto 

J. Douglas McQueen, tenor; David Kortemeier, baritone 
Thomas Clark-Jones, Organist-Choirmaster 

Elder Larry Hicks, Video Production 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

THIS SERVICE comes to you via live-streaming on the world wide web.  Permission to stream is 
granted by One License A-726060 (OneLicense.net; Chicago, Illinois).  The license covers both the 
broadcast rights and the usage rights for the service music reproduced in the service leaflet. 
 
A LENTEN DEVOTIONAL GUIDE:  ‘A Journey to the Cross with Mark’ is available on the 
church’s website:  www.westminsterpeoria.org. This guide was written by the Rev. Denise Clark-
Jones for the congregation and friends of Westminster Church.  A printed version of this work is 
available by contacting the church office. 
 
A ZOOM COFFEE HOUR will follow this service. Bring your own coffee and join the 
conversation.  Please see the website, www.westminsterpeoria.org and follow the directions given 
in the section ‘Zoom Fellowship’ 
 
NEXT SUNDAY, 28 March is Palm Sunday, the beginning of Holy Week.  We invite you to join 
in this service in person at ten o’clock on Sunday morning.  Reservations must be made on the 
church’s website, www.westminsterpeoria.org or by calling the church office. Social distancing and 
masks are required.  Later in Holy Week we celebrate Maundy Thursday at seven p.m. with 
Eucharist, and Good Friday at noon with reading of the complete Passion Narrative. Come and 
join us in observation of this most holy week of the year.   
 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

ALMIGHTY GOD, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 

common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son 

that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of 

them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in 

this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 
 

   … a prayer of St. Chrysostom 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

OPEN HANDS, OPEN HEARTS, OPEN MINDS 

 

http://www.westminsterpeoria.org/
http://www.westminsterpeoria.org/
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Christ of St. John of the Cross  (1951) 
Salvador Dali (1904 – 1989) 

 
 

This monumental painting of the Surrealist, Salvador Dali stands  
more than eight feet tall by four feet wide. 

From the Cross, Jesus looks down on the world he came to save. 
It is a great statement of faith from a great artist. 

Note, there are no nails and no blood on the corpus. 
The Savior looks down on the sea and the fishermen he knew, in love. 

(Original painting is at the Kelvingrove Museum, Glasgow, Scotland) 

 


