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THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 

5 September 2021                                                                                                     Ten O’clock 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

DIRECT AND HELP US, O Lord, in all our deeds, that in all our works, begun, 
continued and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name, and finally, by your 
mercy, obtain everlasting life, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

from The Book of Common Worship, Presbyterian Church, USA 
 
 

GATHERING IN THE PRESENCE OF THE RISEN CHRIST 

 
THE PREPARATION                                     Benedictus                                                       Alec Rowley 

 
WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                          Rev. Clark-Jones 
 

 One:  Those who trust in God are like the mountains, immovable and abiding. 
 All:    God shelters the people: today and for eternity. 
 One:  Rich or poor, God creates us to pursue justice and to care for one another. 
 All:    Be a blessing, O God, to those who are good and upright in heart. 
 One:  God calls us to be rich in faith, to honor our heritage as heirs of the Kingdom. 
 All:    We are blessed when we share our blessings, that peace may be  
  upon the people. 

 
*THE HYMN 503                     Come, Risen Lord                            Sursum Corda 
 
1. Come risen Lord, and deign to be our guest   2. We meet, as in that upper room they met, 
Nay, let us be thy guests; the feast is thine;  Thou at the table blessing, yet dost stand 
Thyself at thine own board make manifest   “This is My body: so thou givest yet; 
In thine own sacrament of bread and wine.  Faith still receives the cup as from thy hand. 
 
3. One body we, one body who partake,  4. One with each other, Lord, for one in thee, 
One church united in communion blest;  Who art one Savior and one living head; 
One name we bear, one bread of life we break, Then open thou our eyes, that we may see; 
With all thy saints on earth and saints at rest.  Be known to us in breaking of the bread. 
 

Text: George Wallace Briggs, 1931   
Music: Alfred Morton Smith, 1941  

 



*CALL TO CONFESSION                                                                              
 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (praying together) 
 

MOST MERCIFUL GOD, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways to the glory of your name. 

 

*TIME OF SILENCE AND PERSONAL CONFESSION 
 

*KYRIE                               

   
   
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
 
*GLORIA IN EXCELSIS (See insert) 
       
         

HEARING THE WORD 

 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
 
SCRIPTURE READINGS 
  

OLD TESTAMENT: Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 
 
 

A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches, 
    and favor is better than silver or gold. 
2 The rich and the poor have this in common: 
    the Lord is the maker of them all. 
 
8 Whoever sows injustice will reap calamity, 
    and the rod of anger will fail. 
9 Those who are generous are blessed, 
    for they share their bread with the poor. 
 
22 Do not rob the poor because they are poor, 
    or crush the afflicted at the gate; 
23 for the Lord pleads their cause 
    and despoils of life those who despoil them. 



 
 

 
 
*THE PSALTER                                             Psalm 125                       St. Anne 
 

 1. Like Zion’s steadfast mount are they  2. As round about Jerusalem 
Who in the Lord confide;    The mountains give defense, 
Secure, immovable they stand   Jehovah is His people’s guard, 
Forever to abide.     Their lasting confidence 
 
3. O Thou, Jehovah, to the good   4. O Thou who art thy people’s shield 
Thy goodness now impart,   Their helper and their guide, 
Thy loving kindness show to them  Upon them let thy grace and peace 
That upright are in heart.    For evermore abide. 

   Text: The Psalter, 1912 
   Music: William Croft, 1708 

 

 
EPISTLE:  James 2:1-17 
 
My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our 
glorious Lord Jesus Christ? 2 For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes 
comes into your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes 
in, 3 and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say, “Have a 
seat here, please,” while to the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at 
my feet,” 4 have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges 
with evil thoughts? 5 Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen 
the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has 
promised to those who love him? 6 But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the 
rich who oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into court? 7 Is it not they who 
blaspheme the excellent name that was invoked over you? 

 

8 You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 9 But if you show partiality, you commit sin 
and are convicted by the law as transgressors. 10 For whoever keeps the whole law 
but fails in one point has become accountable for all of it. 11 For the one who said, 
“You shall not commit adultery,” also said, “You shall not murder.” Now if you 
do not commit adultery but if you murder, you have become a transgressor of the 
law. 12 So speak and so act as those who are to be judged by the law of 
liberty. 13 For judgment will be without mercy to anyone who has shown no 
mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment. 

 

14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not 
have works? Can faith save you? 15 If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily 
food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” 
and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? 17 So faith 
by itself, if it has no works, is dead. 
 

  
 



GOSPEL: Mark 7:24-37                               
 

From there he set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and 
did not want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice, 25 but 
a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about 
him, and she came and bowed down at his feet. 26 Now the woman was a Gentile, 
of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of her 
daughter. 27 He said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take 
the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 28 But she answered him, “Sir, even 
the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” 29 Then he said to her, “For 
saying that, you may go—the demon has left your daughter.” 30 So she went home, 
found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone. 
 

31 Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards 
the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 32 They brought to him a deaf 
man who had an impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand 
on him. 33 He took him aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers 
into his ears, and he spat and touched his tongue. 34 Then looking up to heaven, 
he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 35 And immediately 
his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. 36 Then Jesus 
ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more zealously they 
proclaimed it. 37 They were astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has done 
everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.” 
  
 SERMON            The Rev. Denise M. Clark-Jones 

 
RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

 
 
*HYMN 521                                      You Satisfy the Hungry Heart                                      Finest Wheat 
 

Refrain:  You satisfy the hungry heart with gift of finest wheat; 
Come, give to us, O saving Lord, the bread of life to eat. 

 
1. As when the shepherd calls his sheep, 2. With joyful lips we sing to you, 
They know and heed his voice   Our praise and gratitude. 
So when you call your family, Lord,  That you should count us worthy, Lord 
We follow and rejoice.    To share this heavenly food.  Refrain … 
 
3. The mystery of your presence, Lord,  4. You give yourself to us, O Lord; 
No mortal tongue can tell;    Then selfless let us be, 
Whom all the wold cannot contain  To serve each other in your name 
Comes in our hearts to dwell.   In truth and charity.  Refrain ... 
 

Text: Omer Westebdorf, 1976 
Music: Robert E. Kreutz, 1976 

 
 
 



 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   (Affirming together)                                                    The Apostles’ Creed 
  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen.  

 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 

 The peace of Christ be with you.   
And also with you. 

 
THE GIFT OF MUSIC                                      Adagio                                                              Flor Peeters 

 
 

SEALING THE WORD 

 
At the time of the Distribution of the EUCHARIST, please partake of the elements 

 handed out as you entered the church this morning.  Worshipers at home are encouraged to use whatever 
bread and wine are at hand as the food of the Supper. Jesus himself used the left over bread and wine 

from the Passover Feast to institute the first Eucharist.  So we, too, may use those things 
closest at hand for this celebration. Christians of any age or church affiliation 

are welcome at Christ’s table, where Christ himself is the host. 

 
 
 
INVITATION 
                       One:  The Lord be with you. 
                       All:    And also with you. 

                       One:  Lift up your hearts. 

                       All:    We lift them to the Lord. 

                       One:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

                       All:    It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
COMMUNION PRAYER 
 
 
 
SANCTUS  
 



      
 
 
COMMUNION PRAYER (continues) 

 
MEMORIAL ACCLAMATIONS 

 

  We proclaim the mystery of our faith: 
 

   

 
INTERSESSIONS AND PRAYERS 
 
THE CONSECRATION                      
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER [praying together] 

OUR FATHER, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 

  
           These are holy things, to keep us holy. Gifts of God for the people of God. 

            Let us keep the feast. Alleluia!     

 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS 
 

COMMUNION MUSIC                             

 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

 



 

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 
 

*HYMN                                   Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service                            Beecher 
 

1. Lord, whose love through humble service  2. Still your children wander homeless; 
Bore the weight of human need,    Still the hungry cry for bread; 
Who, upon the cross forsaken,    Still the captives long for freedom, 
Offered mercy’s perfect deed,    Still in grief we mourn our dead,  
We, your servants, bring the worship   As, O Lord, your deep compasion 
Not of voice alone, but heart,    Healed the sick and freed the soul, 
Consecrating to your purpose    Use the love your Spirit kindles 
Every gift that you impart.    Still to save and make us whole. 
 
3.  As we worship, grant us vision,   4. Called from worship to your service 
Till your love’s revealing light,    Forth in your dear name we go, 
In its height and depth and greatness,   To the child, the youth, the aged, 
Dawns upon our quickened sight.   Love in living deeds to show; 
Making known the needs and burdens   Hope and health, good will and comfort, 
Your compassion bids us bear,    Counsel, aid, and peace we give, 
Stirring us to tireless striving,    That your servants, Lord, in freedom 
Your abundant life to share.    May your mercy know and live. 
 

Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1961 
Music: John Zundel, 1870 

 
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
LEADING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

 

The Rev. Denise M. Clark-Jones, Pastor 
Thomas Clark-Jones, Organist-Choirmaster 

Elder Larry Hicks, Video Producer 
 
PERMISSION to live-stream this service and its congregational music is granted by our 
license with One License.net, #A-716060.  One License service, Chicago, Illinois. 
 
THE SERVICE MUSIC is the Service in E-flat, Thomas Clark-Jones.  © 2005, all rights 
reserved.   
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Open hands, open hearts, open minds 
 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 

 



   
 
 
 
 



A REMINDER TO ALL … The first concert of the Gretchen R. Iben Arts Series will take 
place two weeks from this afternoon, September 19 at four in the afternoon.  “Jazz on 
Moss” is the title of this first program and features our own David Hoffman and the 
Westminster Jazz Ensemble.  We look forward to hearing the church swing with praise 
once again.  The Covid pandemic has interrupted the monthly Jazz Vesper services , thus 
we look to this opening concert of the Iben Series to renew our connection with great 
jazz.  David always brings along a good number of great Central Illinois jazz greats to 
fill the ensemble.  The program will touch on some of the greatest jazz tunes of all time, 
as well as some original music from David as he wrote them for the Vesper services.  
Many have been touched by this happy, upbeat music.  Plan now to come along and be a 
part of this afternoon of great jazz.   We will be mindful of the continuing threat of the 
Delta variant of the Covid-19 virus by making sure all of us are wearing masks for the 
concert.   As always, Iben Series concerts are free, but an offering plate will be available 
at the door as you exit to help defray costs of the concert.  Come swing with us … Sunday, 
September 17 at four in the afternoon! 

 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

We do not presume to come to this your table, O merciful Lord, 

trusting in our own righteousness, 

but in your abundant and great mercies. 

We are not worthy so much as to gather up 

the crumbs under your table; 

but you are the same Lord 

whose character is always to have mercy. 

Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, 

so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ, 

and to drink his blood, 

that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body, 

and our souls washed through his most precious blood, 

and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 

 

                             … Archbishop Thomas Cranmer, The Anglican Prayer Book, 1662 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Westminster Church 
 

1420 West Moss Avenue + Peoria, Illinois 61606 
www.westminsterpeoria.org 


