
 

 

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

1420 West Moss Avenue 
Peoria, Illinois  61606 

 
THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 
19 September 2021                                                                                                     Ten O’clock 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
GOD AND FATHER OF ALL, you have willed that the last shall be first, and you 
have made a little child the measure of your kingdom.  Give us wisdom which is 
from above, so we may understand that, in your sight, the one who serves is the 
greatest of all.  We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

                                     … from the Book of Common Worship, Presbyterian Church (USA)    

 
 

GATHERING IN THE PRESENCE OF THE RISEN CHRIST 
 

 
THE PREPARATION                         Introduction and Toccata                  William Walond 

 
WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY 

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                          Rev. Clark-Jones 
 

One:  Rejoice, God is with us. 
All:  Praise be to God who leads us each and every day. 
One:  God leads us into worship to strengthen our spirits. 
All:  God leads us into service that will offer peace and hope to others. 
   

*THE HYMN 461                                            God Is Here!                                       Abbot’s Leigh 
 

1. God is here, as we your people  2. Here are symbols to remind us 
Meet to offer praise and prayer,  Of the life-long need of grace:, 
May we find in fuller measure  Here are table, font and pulpit; 
What it is in Christ we share,  Here the cross has central place, 
Here, as in the world around us,  Here in honesty of preaching 
All our varied skills and arts  Here in silence as in speech, 
Wait the coming of the Spirit  Here, in newness and renewal, 
Into open minds and hearts.  God the Spirit comes to each. 
 



 

 

3. Here our children find a welcome  4.  Lord of all, of church and kingdom, 
In the shepherd’s flock and fold,  In an age of change and doubt, 
Here, as bread and wine are taken,  Keep us faithful to the Gospel, 
Christ sustains us as of old.  Help us work your purpose out. 
Here the servants of the Servant  Here, in this day’s dedication, 
Seek in worship to explore  All we have to give, receive: 
What it means in daily living  We, who cannot live without you, 
To believe and to adore.  We adore you! We believe! 

 

Text:  Fred Pratt Green, 1979 
Music: Cyril Vincent Taylor, 1941  

*CALL TO CONFESSION 
 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (praying together) 
 

MERCIFUL GOD, we confess that we think we know what is best. We go our own 
way instead of Yours. We fill our needs before the needs of others. We speak to suit 
our mind instead of Your will. We take without question and use without thought. 
Forgive us for relying on our own wisdom instead of Yours. Forgive us for the times 
we have ignored the injustices our greed and desire for dominance have created. 
Forgive us for when our words cut and hurt and harm instead of lift up and heal and 
renew. Forgive us for the ways in which we place ourselves at the center of Your 
creation instead of part of it. Amend what we are, direct what we shall be, so that we 
may delight in Your wisdom and walk in Your ways, To the glory of Your holy name. 

 

*TIME OF SILENCE AND PERSONAL CONFESSION 

*KYRIE 

              
 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

*GLORIA PATRI                                                              

  



 

 

                                                                                                         

HEARING THE WORD 
 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
THE LESSONS FOR THE DAY  
  

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON:  Proverbs 31:10-31 
  

A capable wife who can find? 
     She is far more precious than jewels. 
11 The heart of her husband trusts in her, 
    and he will have no lack of gain. 
12 She does him good, and not harm, 
    all the days of her life. 
13 She seeks wool and flax, 
    and works with willing hands. 
14 She is like the ships of the merchant, 
    she brings her food from far away. 
15 She rises while it is still night 
    and provides food for her household 
    and tasks for her servant-girls. 
16 She considers a field and buys it; 
    with the fruit of her hands she plants a vineyard. 
17 She girds herself with strength, 
    and makes her arms strong. 
18 She perceives that her merchandise is profitable. 
    Her lamp does not go out at night. 
19 She puts her hands to the distaff, 
    and her hands hold the spindle. 
20 She opens her hand to the poor, 
    and reaches out her hands to the needy. 
21 She is not afraid for her household when it snows, 
    for all her household are clothed in crimson. 
22 She makes herself coverings; 
    her clothing is fine linen and purple. 
23 Her husband is known in the city gates, 
    taking his seat among the elders of the land. 
24 She makes linen garments and sells them; 
    she supplies the merchant with sashes. 
25 Strength and dignity are her clothing, 
    and she laughs at the time to come. 
26 She opens her mouth with wisdom, 
    and the teaching of kindness is on her tongue. 
27 She looks well to the ways of her household, 
    and does not eat the bread of idleness. 
28 Her children rise up and call her happy; 



 

 

    her husband too, and he praises her: 
29 “Many women have done excellently, 
    but you surpass them all.” 
30 Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain, 
    but a woman who fears the Lord is to be praised. 
31 Give her a share in the fruit of her hands, 
    and let her works praise her in the city gates. 
 
 
THE PSALTER:                                         Psalm 1                                   Dunfermline 
, 
1. The one is blest who, fearing God  ,2. How blest the one who in God’s law 
Walks not where sinners meet   Finds goodness and delight. 
Who does not stand with wicked ones  And meditates upon that law 
And shuns the scorners’ seat.   With gladness day and night. 
 
3. That one is nourished like a tree   4. The wicked, like the driven chaff, 
Set by the river’s side:    Are swept from off the land; 
Its leaf is green, its fruit is sure:   They shall not gather with the just, 
The works of such abide.    Nor at the judgment stand. 
 

5. The Lord will guard the righteous well, 
Their way to God is known: 

The way of sinners, far from God 
Shall surely be o’erthrown. 

 

 Text: John Henry Gowen, 1890 as in The Psalter, 1912 
Music:  The Scottish Psalter, 1615 

 

  
 EPISTLE:  James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a   
   

Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your 
works are done with gentleness born of wisdom. 14 But if you have bitter envy 
and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be boastful and false to the 
truth. 15 Such wisdom does not come down from above, but is earthly, 
unspiritual, devilish. 16 For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will 
also be disorder and wickedness of every kind. 17 But the wisdom from above is 
first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, 
without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. 18 And a harvest of righteousness is 
sown in peace for those who make peace. 
 
4 Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they 
not come from your cravings that are at war within you? 2 You want something 
and do not have it; so you commit murder. And you covet something and cannot 
obtain it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts. You do not have, because you  
 
 
 



 

 

do not ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, in order to 
spend what you get on your pleasures. 

 

7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from 
you. 8 Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you.  
 

 GOSPEL:  Mark 9:30-37 
  

30 They went on from there and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone 
to know it; 31 for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is 
to be betrayed into human hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being 
killed, he will rise again.” 32 But they did not understand what he was saying and 
were afraid to ask him. 
 

33 Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, 
“What were you arguing about on the way?” 34 But they were silent, for on the way 
they had argued with one another who was the greatest. 35 He sat down, called the 
twelve, and said to them, “Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant 
of all.” 36 Then he took a little child and put it among them; and taking it in his 
arms, he said to them, 37 “Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes 
me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.” 
 

The Word of the Lord:  Thanks be to God. 
  

SERMON                                   The Rev. Denise M. Clark-Jones 

  
RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

 

 
*HYMN  272                                       God of the Sparrow                                                          Roeder 

 

 1. God of the sparrow, God of the whale 2. God of the earthquake, God of the storm 
 God of the swirling stars    God of the trumpet blast 
 How does the creature say Awe   How does the creature cry Woe, 
 How does the creature say Praise.  How does the creature cry Save 
  

3.  God of the rainbow God of the cross  4. God of the hungry God of the sick 
God of the empty grave    God of the prodigal, 
How does the creature say Grace   How does the creature say Care 
How does the creature say Thanks  How does the creature say Life 
 
5. God of the neighbor God of the foe  6. God of the ages God of the hand 
God of the pruning hook    God of the loving heart 
How does the creature say Love   How does the creature say Joy 
How does the creature say Peace.  How do your children say Home. 

 

         Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1983 
         Music: Carl F. Schalk, 1983 

 

 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                from A Brief Statement of Faith, Presbyterian Church, USA 



 

 

 (affirming together) 
 
In life and death we belong to God.  Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit,  we trust in the one triune     
God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve. 
 

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God.  Jesus proclaimed the reign of 
God;  preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives,   teaching by 
word and deed… We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father.  In sovereign  
love God created the world good and makes everyone equally in God’s image, 
male and female, of every race and people, to live as one community. 
 

We trust in God, the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. The 
Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to 
love God and neighbor, and binds us together with all believers in the one body 
of Christ, the Church. 
 

With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death 
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

 
PASSING OF THE PEACE 

 

 The peace of Christ be with you.     
And also with you. 

 
THE GIFT OF MUSIC            Blessed Is the Man                                        Jane M. Marshall 

The Choir 
 

Blessed is the man that walketh not in the council of the ungodly, nor stands in the way of 
sinners, but his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates day and night.  
He is like a tree, a tree planted by streams of water. 
 

SEALING THE WORD 
 

 
INTERCESSIONS AND SUPPLICATIONS 
 ( … In your mercy … Lord hear our prayer) 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER [praying together] 

OUR FATHER, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 

*HYMN  399                                We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight                  Dunlap’s Creek 



 

 

 
 1. We walk by faith and not by sight;  2. We may not touch his hands and side, 
 No gracious words we hear   Nor follow where he trod; 
 From Christ, who spoke as none e’er spoke; But in his promise we rejoice, 
 But we believe Him near.    And cry, “My Lord and God!” 
 
 3.  Help then, O Lord, our unbelief;  4.  That, when our life of faith is done, 
 And may our faith abound   In realms of clearer light 
 To call on you when you are near  We may behold you as you are, 
 And seek where you are found.   With full and endless sight. 

 

Text: Henry Alford, 1844 
Music: Samuel McFarland, 1816 

  

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  

*CHORAL BENEDICTION                     A Gaelic Blessing                                          John Rutter 

Deep peace of the running wave to you, Deep peace of the flowing air to you, Deep peace of the quiet 
earth to you, Deep peace of the shining stars to you. Deep peace of the gentle night to you, Moon and 
stars pour their healing light on you, Deep peace of Christ, of Christ the Light of the World to you, 
Deep peace of Christ to you.   

 

*POSTLUDE 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
 

LEADING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

 

The Rev. Denise M. Clark-Jones, Pastor of Westminster Church 
Thomas Clark-Jones, Organist-Choirmaster 

The Westminster Choir 
Elder Larry Hicks, Video Producer 

 
 
 
WELCOME TO WESTMINSTER CHURCH OF PEORIA.  We are pleased to have you with us on 
this Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost.  We trust that this service will bring blessing and hope.  
We welcome those worshipping with us via the World Wide Web where we are live-streaming 
this service.  Our thanks to Elder Larry Hicks who has made the live-streaming possible through 
his expertise in web design. If you miss the service at ten o’clock on Sunday morning, the 
recording of the worship will appear for the next several weeks on the WPC You Tube Channel.  
 
THE SERVICE MUSIC usage and rights to live-stream this service are given through our license 
A-726060 issued by OneLicense.net  (Chicago, Illinois). 
 
THE GRETCHEN R. IBEN ARTS SERIES kicks off the 2021-2022 season this afternoon at four 
o’clock, with a performance by the Westminster Jazz Ensemble led by David Hoffman.  They will 
present a program of jazz standards, as well as some original tunes by David written for the Jazz 
Vesper services we had for several years before the Covid-19 hiatus.  We ask that you get the word 



 

 

out that the Iben Series is alive and well, and preparing for a bright, new season.  Concerts are 
open to the public without charge … a free-will offering will be received at the door as you exit.  
All persons coming to the event are asked to bring their masks, or use one provided at the door.  
The audience will be limited to approximately 80 persons, so come early for your seat. 
Westminster Church is well ventilated with large fans running constantly when the room is not 
in use.  This fact, along with masks should give us an opportunity to have a safe event without 
spreading the Covid 19 virus.  Come and enjoy.  It’s sure to be a great afternoon! 
 
LAST SUNDAY, WE WELCOMED back to the Chancel our Westminster Choir. The choir last 
sang in this sanctuary on the third Sunday of March in 2020.  In the mean time we have had 
soloists provide the music and later, for the 2020-2021 season, the Westminster Quartet provided 
choral music to enrich our services.  HOWEVER, there is no substitute for the full choir and the 
wonderful sounds they can make for the adornment of our worship.  Not everyone who is a 
member of the choir is ready to return to the loft, but we go with those who are ready  to sing 
again.  Please take a moment to thank them for their service to our worship.  The Choir will be 
wearing masks, at least for a while, so as to insure a safe, enjoyable experience.  Our thanks to all 
who are singing today. 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

  "Almighty God,  
who hast given us grace at this time  
with one accord  
to make our common supplication unto thee,  
and hast promised through thy well-beloved Son  
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name  
thou wilt be in the midst of them:  
Fulfill now, O Lord,  
the desires and petitions of thy servants  
as may be best for us;  
granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth,  
and in the world to come life everlasting.   
Amen." 

           …A Prayer of St. Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople, 407 A.D. 
 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Open hands, open hearts, open mindS 


