
 

 

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
1420 West Moss Avenue 
Peoria, Illinois  61606 

THE  SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

 

13 February 2022                                                                                                    Ten O’clock 
 

 
 

HOLY GOD, you challenge the powers that rule this world and show favor to the 
oppressed.  Instill in us a true sense of justice, that we may discern the signs of your 
kingdom and strive for right to prevail for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.         

from the Book of Common Worship, PC(USA). 

 
GATHERING IN THE PRESENCE OF THE RISEN CHRIST 

 
PREPARATION                                              Prelude in D                                  Johann Pachelbel 
 

WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                          Rev. Clark-Jones 
 

One:  When we turn our hearts away from God and toward ourselves, putting  
trust in our own strength, 

All:    we become like a shrub in the desert, living in a parched place. 
One:  When we trust in God, when our trust is God, we are like a tree planted by water. 
All:    our roots go deep, we are ever-green; even in a drought we are not anxious, 

            But bear fruit, full and beautiful, gifts of the God who made us. 
 

*THE HYMN          O God Beyond All Praising                         Thaxted 
 

O God beyond all praising,    Then hear, O gracious Savior, 
We worship you today    Accept the love we bring, 
And sing the love amazing   That we who know your favor   
That songs cannot repay;    May serve you as our king; 
For we can only wonder    And whether our tomorrows  
At every gift you send,    Be filled with good or ill, 
At blessings without number   We’ll triumph through our sorrows  
And mercies without end:    And rise to bless you still; 
We lift our hearts before you    To marvel at your beauty 
And wait upon your Word,   And glory in your ways, 
We honor and adore you    And make a joyful duty 
Our great and mighty Lord   Our sacrifice of praise. 

 

Text:  Michael Perry, 1982 
-Music: Gustav Holst, 1916 

 



 

 

 
 
*CALL TO CONFESSION 
 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (praying together) 
 

 

GOD OF JUDGMENT and renewal, we admit to you and to each other that we 
have not always loved you and our neighbors as fully as you call us to love. We 
have failed to be good stewards of the air, the water, the land, the animals, and 
the plants. We have turned away from you and toward our own self-interest. We 
have been shortsighted, and we are humbly sorry. Help us turn back to you. O 
Lord, to reach toward you as a tree sends its roots out toward water. 
 

*TIME OF SILENCE AND PERSONAL CONFESSION 
 

*KYRIE 

  
 

 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON   
 
*GLORIA PATRI 

                                                                          

  
 

 

from Service in E-flat © 2005, Thomas Clark-Jones 
All rights reserved 

 



 

 

 
HEARING THE WORD 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Jeremiah 17:5-10 

 
Thus says the Lord: 
Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals 
    and make mere flesh their strength, 
    whose hearts turn away from the Lord. 
6 They shall be like a shrub in the desert, 
    and shall not see when relief comes. 
They shall live in the parched places of the wilderness, 
    in an uninhabited salt land. 
 

7 Blessed are those who trust in the Lord, 
     whose trust is the Lord. 
8 They shall be like a tree planted by water, 
    sending out its roots by the stream. 
It shall not fear when heat comes, 
    and its leaves shall stay green; 
in the year of drought it is not anxious, 
    and it does not cease to bear fruit. 

 

9 The heart is devious above all else; 
    it is perverse— 
    who can understand it? 
10 I the Lord test the mind 
    and search the heart, 
to give to all according to their ways, 
    according to the fruit of their doings. 
 

 
*THE PSALTER                                     Psalm 1                                    Dunfermline 
 
1. The one is blest who, fearing God,   2. How blest the one who in God’s law 
Walks not where sinners meet,   Finds goodness and delight 
Who does not stand with wicked ones  And meditates upon that law 
And shuns the scorners; seat.   With gladness day and night. 
 
3. That one is nourished like a tree  4. The wicked, like the driven chaff, 
Set by the river’s side;    Are swept from off the land; 
Its leaf is green, its fruit is sure,   They shall not gather with the just, 
The works of such abide.    Nor at the judgment stand. 
   



 

 

 
5. The Lord will guard the righteous well, 

Their way to God is known, 
The way of sinners, far from God, 

Shall surely be o’erthrown. 

 

 Text: John Henry Gowen, 1890 
Music: Scottish Psalter, 1615 

 

 
EPISTLE:  I Corinthians 15:12-20 
 
Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say 
there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 If there is no resurrection of the dead, then 
Christ has not been raised; 14 and if Christ has not been raised, then our 
proclamation has been in vain and your faith has been in vain. 15 We are even 
found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified of God that he raised 
Christ—whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. 16 For if the 
dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised. 17 If Christ has not been 
raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who 
have died[a] in Christ have perished. 19 If for this life only we have hoped in 
Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 

 

20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who 
have died.[ 
  

 GOSPEL:  Luke 6:17-26 

 
He came down with them and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his 
disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast 
of Tyre and Sidon. 18 They had come to hear him and to be healed of their 
diseases; and those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. 19 And 
all in the crowd were trying to touch him, for power came out from him and 
healed all of them. 
 

20 Then he looked up at his disciples and said: 
“Blessed are you who are poor, 
    for yours is the kingdom of God. 
21 “Blessed are you who are hungry now, 
    for you will be filled. 
“Blessed are you who weep now, 
    for you will laugh. 
22 “Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, 
revile you, and defame you on account of the Son of Man. 23 Rejoice in that 
day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; for that is 
what their ancestors did to the prophets. 

 

24 “But woe to you who are rich, 
    for you have received your consolation. 
25 “Woe to you who are full now, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=I+corinthians+15%3A12-20&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28721a


 

 

    for you will be hungry. 
“Woe to you who are laughing now, 
    for you will mourn and weep. 

 

26 “Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors   
did to the false prophets. 

 
SERMON                                                                                                   Rev. Denise Clark-Jones 

 
RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

 
*HYMN                                     O Day of God, Draw Nigh                          St. Michael 

 
 1. O day of God, draw nigh   2. Bring to our troubled minds, 
 In beauty and in power,    Uncertain and afraid, 
 Come with your timeless judgment now The quiet of a steadfast faith, 
 To match our present hour.   Calm of a call obeyed. 
 
 3. Bring justice to our land,   4. Bring to our world of strife 
 That all may dwell secure,    Your sovereign word of peace, 
 And finely build for days to come  That war may haunt the earth no more 
 Foundations that endure.    And desolation cease. 
 

5. O day of God, draw nigh 
As at creation’s birth; 

Let there be light again, and set 
Your judgments in the earth. 

Text: Robert B.Y. Scott, 1937 
Music: Genevan Psalter, 1551 

 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (affirming together)                   from A Brief Statement of Faith, PC(USA) 

 

In life and death we belong to God.  Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit,  we trust in the one triune     
God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve. 
 

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God.  Jesus proclaimed the reign of 
God;  preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives,   teaching by 
word and deed… We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father.  In sovereign 
love God created the world good and makes everyone equally in God’s image, 
male and female, of every race and people, to live as one community. 
 

 We trust in God, the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. The 
Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to 
love God and neighbor, and binds us together with all believers in the one body 
of Christ, the Church. 
 

With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in 
deathcan separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 



 

 

 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE            

 

The peace of Christ be with you.    And also with you. 

 
THE GIFT OF MUSIC                   Blessed Is the Man                                         Jane M. Marshall 

 
Blessed, blessed is the man. Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsels of the ungodly, not 
stands in the way of sinner, not sits the seat of the scornful … for his delight is in the law of the Lord, 
and on his law he meditates day and night.  He is like a tree planted by streams of waters. 
 
 

SEALING THE WORD 
 
 

INTERCESSIONS AND SUPPLICATIONS                                                           

    

 ( … In your mercy … Lord hear our prayer) 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER [we pray together] 

OUR FATHER, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

 

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 

 
 

 
 

*HYMN 495                                    We Know That Christ Is Raised                               Engelberg 
 

1. We know that Christ is raised and dies no more 2. We share by water in His saving death. 
Embraced by death He broke its fearful hold,  Reborn we share with Him an Easter life 
And our despair He turned to blazing joy.  As living members of a living Christ. 
Alleluia!       Alleluia! 
 
3. The Father’s splendor clothes the Son with life. 4. A new creation comes to life and grows 
The Spirit’s power shakes the church of God  As Christ’s new body takes on flesh and blood 
Baptized we live with God the Three in One.  The universe, restored and whole, will sing 
Alleluia!       Alleluia! 

 

Text: John Brownlow Geyer, 1969 
Music: Charles Villiers Stanford, 1904 

 
 
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 
 
 



 

 

*CHORAL BENEDICTION                        Nunc Dimittis                          Harold W. Friedell 
 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word. For mine eyes have seen, 
have seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared for us before all people. To be a light to lighten 
the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 

 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

LEADING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

 

The Rev. Denise M. Clark-Jones, Pastor 
Thomas Clark-Jones, Organist-Choirmaster 

The Choir of Westminster Church 
Larry Hicks, Video Producer 

 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
WELCOME TO WESTMINSTER CHURCH OF PEORIA and this celebration of the sixth Sunday 
after the Epiphany.  We greet you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ and pray this service will 
be a blessing to all who participate. We are also live-streamed on the world wide web at 
www.westminsterpeoria.org.  The webcast is covered by permissions granted by One License A 
726060 for the use of musical portions of the service as well as to broadcast all music in the service 
with permission of the various publishers.  
 
NEXT SUNDAY AFTERNOON AT FOUR, the Gretchen R. Iben Arts Series presents a program 
of Spirituals and Jazz.  Jamika Welch, vocalist shares the music of the Black experience in 
America in honor of Black History Month.  David Hoffman and the Westminster Band will 
accompany Ms. Welch and present some jazz arrangements of spirituals. A great afternoon of 
music.  Make sure to set the date aside now! 
 
THE WESTMINSTER CHOIR is funded in part by a grant from the Gretchen R Iben Arts endowment. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
ALMIGHTY GOD, you have given us grace at this time  
with one accord to make our common supplication to you;  
and you have promised through your well-beloved Son  
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name  
you will be in the midst of them:  
Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us;  
granting us in this world knowledge of your truth,  
and in the age to come, life everlasting. Amen. 

      …  A Prayer of St. John Chrysostom 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

OPEN HANDS, OPEN HEARTS, OPEN MINDS 

http://www.westminsterpeoria.org/
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