WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1420 West Moss Avenue
Peoria, Illinois 61606

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
8 May 2022 Ten O’clock

ALMIGHTY GOD, you sent Jesus, our good shepherd, to gather us together. May
we not wander from his flock, but follow wherever he leads us, listening for his
voice and staying near him, until we are safely in your fold, to live with you forever;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

from the Book of Common Worship, PC(USA).

GATHERING IN THE PRESENCE OF THE RISEN CHRIST

PREPARATION Fanfare Jean Joseph Mouret

WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY
*CALL TO WORSHIP Rev. Clark-Jones

One: Arise, people of God, to greet the one who calls us: Come alive to the Spirit’s energy among us.
All: God awakens us and restores our souls. Surely God’s goodness and
mercy are with us here.
One: The Shepherd is calling us to new ventures. We are invited to an abundant life.
All:  We will not fear to walk through shadowed valleys. God’s love in
Christ is with us everywhere.
One: Come to drink from springs of living water. Gather to find comfort and blessing here.
All:  Surely God will guide our search for truth. We seek eternal values
within our daily walk

*THE HYMN 147 Blessing and Honor O Quanta Qualia

1. Blessing and honor and glory and power,
Wisdom and riches and strength evermore
Give we to Christ who our battle has won

Whose are the kingdom, the crown, and the throne.

2. Hear through the heavens the sound of the Name,
While rings the earth with Christ’s glory and fame.
Ocean and mountain, stream, forest and flower
Each these praises and tell of God’s power.



3. Ever ascending the song and the prayer;
Ever descending the love that we share;
Blessing and honor and glory and praise ---
This is the theme of the hymns that we raise.

4. Give we the glory and praise to the Lamb,
Take we the robe and the harp and the palm,
Sing we the song of the Lamb that was slain,
Dying in weakness but rising to reign.
Text: Horatius Bonar, 1866

-Music: Paris Antiphoner, 1681
adapted, T. Tertius Noble

*CALL TO CONFESSION

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (praying together)

ETERNAL GOD, taught by our culture to want everything, we confess that
emptiness that sends us searching for still more. We are always looking for
greener pastures, but do not notice your kingdom before us. Our trust in the
promises of the world turns us away from the shelter you offer. Forgive us, we
pray, as we learn to forgive others. Call us back from our wayward lives and lead
us into the way of peace.

*TIME OF SILENCE AND PERSONAL CONFESSION
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HEARING THE WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON: Acts 9:36-43

Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is
Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. 37 At that time she
became ill and died. When they had washed her, they laid her in a room
upstairs. 38 Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was
there, sent two men to him with the request, “Please come to us without
delay.” 32 So Peter got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took him
to the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing
tunics and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with them. 40 Peter
all of them outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body
and said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat
up. 41 He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints and widows,
he showed her to be alive. ¥ This became known throughout Joppa, and many
believed in the Lord. 43 Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain
Simon, a tanner.

The Word of the Lord ...  Thanks be to God.



*THE PSALTER Psalm 23
(Hymnal #170)

The Lord’s my Shepherd, I'll not want;
He makes me down to lie

In pastures green, He leadeth me

The quiet waters by.

Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale,
Yet will I fear none ill,
For Thou art with me and Thy rod

Crimond

My soul He doth restore again
And me to walk doth make;
Within the paths of righteousness,
E’en for His own name’s sake.

My table Thou hast furnished
In presence of my foes;
My head Thou dost with oil anoint,

And staff me comfort still. And my cup overflows.

Goodness and mercy all my life
Shall surely follow me
And in God’s house forevermore
My dwelling place shall be.

Text: Scottish Psalter, 1650
Music: Jessie Seymour Irvine, 1872

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON: Revelation 7:9-17

After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from
every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the
throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their
hands. 10 They cried out in a loud voice, saying,

“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!”

11 And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four
living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped
God, 2singing,

“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom
and thanksgiving and honor

and power and might

be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”

13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white,
and where have they come from?” 141 said to him, “Sir, you are the one that
knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who have come out of the great
ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the
Lamb.

15 For this reason they are before the throne of God,

and worship him day and night within his temple,

and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
16 They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;

the sun will not strike them,

nor any scorching heat;



17 for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

GOSPEL: John 10:22-30

At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter,
23 and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. 24 So the Jews
gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If
you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” 25 Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you
do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name testify to me; 26 but you
do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. 27 My sheep hear my voice.
I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they will never
perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 What my Father has given me
is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand. 30 The
Father and I are one.”

The Word of the Lord ... Thanks be to God.
SERMON Rev. Denise Clark-Jones
RESPONDING TO THE WORD
*HYMN Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us Bradbury
1. Savior like a shepherd lead us 2. Thou hast promised to receive us,
Much we need thy tender care; Poor and sinful though we be;
In thy pleasant pastures feed us, Thou hast mercy to relieve us,
For our use thy folds prepare. Grace to cleanse and power to free.
Blessed Jesus, Blessed Jesus, Blessed Jesus, Blessed Jesus,
Thou hast bought us, thine we are; Early let us turn to thee.
Blessed Jesus, Blessed Jesus, Blessed Jesus, Blessed Jesus,
Thou hast bought us, thine we are. Early let us turn to thee.

3. Early let us seek thy favor;
Early let us do thy will;
Blessed Lord, and only Savior,
With thy love our bosoms fill.
Blessed Jesus, Blessed Jesus,
Thou hast loved us, love us still.
Blessed Jesus, Blessed Jesus,
Thou hast loved us, love us still.

Text: Thrupp’s Hymns for the Young, 1836
Music: William Batchelder Bradbury, 1850



*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (affirming together) from A Brief Statement of Faith, PC (USA)

In life and death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune
God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve.

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the reign of
God; preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by
word and deed... We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father. In sovereign
love God created the world good and makes everyone equally in God’s image,
male and female, of every race and people, to live as one community.

We trust in God, the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. The
Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to
love God and neighbor, and binds us together with all believers in the one body
of Christ, the Church.

With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you.

THE GIFT OF MUSIC My eyes for beauty pine Herbert Howells

My eyes for beauty pine, My soul for Goddes grace. No other care nor hope is mine, To
heaven I turn my face. One splendour thence is shed From all the stars above : Tis named
when God's name is said, 'Tis Love, 'tis heavenly Love. And every gentle heart, That burns
with true desire, Is lit from eyes that mirror part Of that celestial fire.

SEALING THE WORD

INTERCESSIONS AND SUPPLICATIONS

(... In your mercy ... Lord hear our prayer)

THE LORD’S PRAYER [we pray together]

OUR FATHER, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD



*HYMN 303 Jesus, Lover of My Soul Aberystwyth

1. Jesus, lover of my soul,

Let me to thy bosom fly,
While the nearer waters roll,
While the tempest still is high
Hide me, O my Savior, hide,
Till the storms of life are past;
Safe into the haven guide;

O receive my soul at last.

3. Thou, O Christ, art all I want;
More than all in thee I find.
Raise the fallen, cheer the faint,

Heal the sick and lead the blind.

Just and holy is thy name,
I am all unrighteousness,

2. Other refuge have I none,
Hangs my helpless soul on thee,
Leave, ah! leave me not alone
Still support and comfort me.
All my trust on thee is stayed,
All my help from thee I bring;
Cover my defenseless head
With the shadow of thy wing.

4. Plenteous grace with thee is found,
Grace to cover all my sin.

Let the healing streams abound;
Make and keep me pure within.
Thou of life the fountain art.

Freely let me take of thee;

False and full of sin I am,
Thou art full of truth and grace.

Spring thou up within my heart,
Rise to all eternity.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1740
Music: Joseph Parry, 1879

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

LEADING IN WORSHIP TODAY

The Rev. Denise M. Clark-Jones, Pastor
Thomas Clark-Jones , Organist-Choirmaster
The Choir of Westminster Church
Larry Hicks, Video Producer

WELCOME TO WESTMINSTER CHURCH OF PEORIA and this celebration of the Fourth
Sunday of Easter. We greet you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ and pray this service will be
a blessing to all who participate. We are also live-streamed on the world wide web at
www.westminsterpeoria.org. The webcast is covered by permissions granted by One License A
726060 for the use of musical portions of the service as well as to broadcast all music in the service
with permission of the various publishers.

NEXT SUNDAY, 15 May at four in the afternoon, the next concert in the Iben series is presented.
Featured will be the dramatic twentieth century work, “Quartet for the End of Time” and several
of the works of Dr. John Orfe who is in charge of this performance. Dr. Orfe is well known to
those who support the Iben Series. He was a professor of music at Bradley University and
currently is a free-lance composer who also works with his contemporary music group, “Alarm
Will Sound.” He also serves as Organist at First United Methodist Church in Peoria.

THE WESTMINSTER CHOIR is supported, in part, by a grant from the Gretcher R. Iben Endowment for Music and
the Arts. .
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