WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

1420 West Moss Avenue
Peoria, Illinois 61606

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

11 December 2022 Ten O’clock

ALMIGHTY GOD, you have made us and all things to serve you, now prepare
the world for your rule. Come quickly to save us, so that wars and violence shall
end, and your children may live in peace, honoring one another with justice and
love; through Jesus Christ, who lives in power with you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

from The Book of Common Worship, Presbyterian Church, USA

GATHERING IN THE PRESENCE OF THE RISEN CHRIST

THE PREPARATION Versets of ‘Ave Maris Stella’ Marcel Dupré
WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY Rev. Denise Clark-Jones
*CALL TO WORSHIP

One: Be patient, beloved, for Christ is coming.

All:  Just as a farmer tends and nurtures a precious crop from seed to harvest,
we tend and nurture our spirits until the Lord arrives.

One: Let us sing praises to our God who waits with us.

All:  Let us pray our concerns and joys to the Author of compassion during
this time of anticipation.

One: Let us worship the One who calls us to serve and minister to those in need throughout
this season of expectation.

All:  Be patient, beloved, for Christ is coming.

*THE HYMN 6 Jesus Comes with Clouds Descending Helmsley
1. Jesus comes with clouds descending; 2. Every eye shall then behold you
See the Lamb for sinners slain! Robed in awesome majesty;
Thousand, thousand saints attending Those who jeered and mocked and sold you
Join to sing the glad refrain. Pierced and nailed you to the tree,
Alleluia! Alleluia! Shamed and grieving, shamed and grieving
Alleluia! Shamed and grieving,

Christ the Lord returns to reign Shall their true Messiah see.



3. Yes, Amen! Let all adore you
High on your eternal throne;
Crowns and empires fall before you,
Claim the kingdom for your own.
Come Lord Jesus, Come Lord Jesus
Come Lord Jesus,
Everlasting Christ come down!

Test: Charles Wesley, 1758
Music: Thomas Olivers, 1763

LIGHTING THE THIRD ADVENT CANDLE ...JOY

One: In this season of Advent, we celebrate God’s joy.

All: Knowing that Christ is coming, to bring healing and wholeness to the world,
is a source of genuine delight!

One: When we gather for worship it is a celebration, an opportunity to rejoice in all that God is

doing among us and beyond us.

All:  Our lives are marked by laughter and friendship, as we love our neighbors with
wide smiles and open arms.

One: Even when we face difficulty and trouble we sing a song of faith, confident that Jesus is
able to redeem our suffering world.

All: Together, we are a sign of God’s joy for the world.

*CALL TO CONFESSION

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (praying together)

CREATOR GOD, we have unequally held power and wealth. We have rewarded
the rich and the healthy and punished the poor and the sick. We have forgotten
the oppressed and the marginalized and focused on what is in it for us. Forgive
us for when we are self-centered. Forgive us when we feel entitled. Forgive us
when we don’t recognize our power or privilege. Help us to bear the Good News
to all people and to live into the Gospel.

*TIME OF SILENCE AND PERSONAL CONFESSION
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Divinum Mysterium, 12" Century Chant
Adapted: T. Clark-Jones



*ASSURANCE OF PARDON AND RESPONSE Veni Emmanuel

O come Desire of nations, bind
All peoples in one heart and mind;
Bid envy, strife, and discord cease;
Fill the whole world with heaven’s peace.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel!

Text: 12th century Latin
Music: Gregorian Chant, adapted

HEARING THE WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
SCRIPTURE READINGS
OLD TESTAMENT: Isaiah 35:1-10

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad,
the desert shall rejoice and blossom;

like the crocus 2 it shall blossom abundantly,
and rejoice with joy and singing.

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,

the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.

They shall see the glory of the Lord,

the majesty of our God.

3 Strengthen the weak hands,

and make firm the feeble knees.

4 Say to those who are of a fearful heart,

“Be strong, do not fear!

Here is your God.

He will come with vengeance,

with terrible recompense.

He will come and save you.”

5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped;

6 then the lame shall leap like a deer,

and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;

7 the burning sand shall become a pool,

and the thirsty ground springs of water;

the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp,2
the grass shall become reeds and rushes.


https://biblia.com/bible/nrsv/isaiah/35/1-10#footnote1

8 A highway shall be there,

and it shall be called the Holy Way;

the unclean shall not travel on it,b

but it shall be for God’s people;c

no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray.
9 No lion shall be there,

nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;
they shall not be found there,

but the redeemed shall walk there.

10 And the ransomed of the Lord shall return,
and come to Zion with singing;

everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
they shall obtain joy and gladness,

and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

... The Word of the Lord ... Thanks be to God.
THE CANTICLE The Magnificat (Song of Mary) C Villiers Stanford in B-flat
Luke 1:46-55
The Choir

My soul doth magnify the Lord,

and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.

For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden.

For behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.
And his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all generations.
He hath shewed strength with his arm.

He hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat

and hath exalted the humble and meek.

He hath filled the hungry with good things.

And the rich he hath sent empty away.

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel

as he promised to our forefathers Abraham, and his seed forever.
Amen.

EPISTLE: James 5:7-10

Be patient, therefore, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the Lord. The
farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it
receives the early and the late rains. 8 You also must be patient. Strengthen your
hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near.[2] ? Brothers and sisters, do not grumble
against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at
the doors! 10 As an example of suffering and patience, brothers and sisters, take
the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.


https://biblia.com/bible/nrsv/isaiah/35/1-10#footnote2
https://biblia.com/bible/nrsv/isaiah/35/1-10#footnote3
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James%205%3A7-10&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-30345a

GOSPEL: Matthew 11:2-11

When John heard in prison what the Messiah2lwas doing, he sent word by
hislb! disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for
another?” 4Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind
receive their sight, the lame walk, those with a skin disease are cleansed, the deaf hear,
the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. ¢ And blessed is

anyone who takes no offense at me.”

7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did
you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8 What,
then, did you go out to see? Someoneld dressed in soft robes? Look, those who
wear soft robes are in royal palaces.?What, then, did you go out to see? A
prophet?ldl Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 1° This is the one about whom

it is written,

‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way before you.”

11“Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John
the Baptist, yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.

... The Word of the Lord ... Thanks be to God.

SERMON

Rev. Denise Clark-Jones

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

*HYMN 5

1. Let all mortal flesh keep silence
And with fear and trembling stand;
Ponder nothing earthly minded,

For with blessing in his hand

Christ, Our God, to earth descendeth,
Our full homage to demand.

3. Rank on rank the host of heaven
Spreads its vanguard on the way,
As the Light of Light descendeth
From the realms of endless day,
That the powers of hell may vanish
As the darkness clears away.

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence Picardy

2. King of kings yet born of Mary,
As of old on earth he stood,

Lord of lords, in human vesture,
In the body and the blood,

He will give to all the faithful

His own self for heavenly food.

4. At his feet the six-winged seraph;
Cherubim with sleepless eye,

Veil their faces to the presence,

As with ceaseless voice they cry,
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Alleluia, Lord Most High!

Text: 4th century Liturgy of St James
Music: French Carol


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2011&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23462a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2011&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23462b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2011&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23468c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2011&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23469d

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Affirming together) from Philippians 2

CHRIST JESUS, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with
God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a
slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form He
humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death -- even death on a
cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is
above every name, So that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in
heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess to the
glory of God: Jesus Christ is Lord!

*PASSING OF THE PEACE

One: The peace of Christ be with you all.
All:  And also with you.

THE GIFT OF MUSIC Mary’s Magnifical Andrew Carter
Laurel Cramer, soprano

Softly a light is stealing, Sweetly a maiden sings, Ever wakeful, ever wistful, Watching
faithfully, thankfully, tenderly her King of Kings. My soul doth magnify, doth magnify the
Lord and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. Mary, her song to Jesus, Softly,
serenely sings; ‘I will love you, I will serve you, May my lullaby glorify, magnify my King
of Kings.” Lullaby ... lullaby.

INTERCESSIONS AND SUPPLICATIONS
(... In your mercy ... Lord hear our prayer)

THE LORD’S PRAYER [praying together|

OUR FATHER, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

*HYMN 48 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming Es ist ein Ros’
Lo, how a rose e’er blooming Isaiah “twas foretold it,
From tender stem hath sprung; The rose I have in mind,
Of Jesse’s lineage coming, With Mary we behold it,
By faithful prophets sung, The Virgin Mother kind
It came a floweret bright, To show God’s love aright,
Amid the cold of winter, She bore for us a Savior,
When half spent was the night. When half spent was the night.

Text: German Carol, 15t century
Music: Michael Praetorius 1609



*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE Rejoice! Rejoice! 12t Century

LEADING IN WORSHIP TODAY

Rev. Denise M. Clark-Jones, Pastor
Thomas Clark-Jones, Organist-Choirmaster
The Westminster Choir
Larry Hicks, Video Producer

WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT WESTMINSTER CHURCH OF PEORIA. This morning we
celebrate the Third Sunday of Advent ... as we prepare for the yearly celebration of the birth of
Our Lord. This year we have a concentration on readings from the Gospel of St. Matthew, and
study this book with great detail. Matthew is rich in stories of the Nativity Narrative, many of
which are among the most familiar in this sequence. We pray God’s richest blessings on you as
you worship with us in this season of Advent, in which we prepare to receive our Lord as a
newborn babe, and in his glorious, long awaited second coming..

THIS SERVICE is webcast (live-streamed and on You Tube) in accordance with copyright laws
and permissions to broadcast composed music and liturgical responses through One License
number A-726060.

THE WESTMINSTER CHOIR is funded, in part, by a generous grant from the Gretchen R. Iben Arts endowment.

A FESTIVAL OF NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS will take place this afternoon at four o’clock.
Please join us as we meet together in the Westminster sanctuary and on live-stream in the comfort
of your own home. This service of carols for congregation and choir, and readings from the King
James Bible dates back to the early twentieth century in England where it was celebrated at Truro
Cathedral. Later this same format was established at King’s College in Cambridge England as a
town and gown event in which all participated on Christmas Eve. In the 1950’s and 60’s it became
a worldwide celebration being broadcast on the BBC World Service and with recordings on the
then-fledgling ARGO record label. Organist-Choirmaster Boris Ord elevated the service to a
musical tour de force, and was followed by Sir David Willcocks, who again raised the level of the
choral singing to unknown heights of artistry and beauty. Our celebration is not as grand as that
at Kings, but the music will be memorable and the readings ever-fresh and glorious. A full
program including texts of both congregational and choir carols will be available at the church
website, www.westminsterpeoria.org. Do join us for this lovely service.

CHRISTMAS EVE AT WESTMINSTER will feature a Candlelight Communion service with the
church in its full holiday dress and music from the Westminster Choir. Pastor Clark-Jones will
bring the Christmas message. This starts at four o’clock on Friday, December 24. There will be a
short organ recital of seasonal works beginning at 3:45 p.m. CHRISTMAS DAY is celebrated on
Sunday, December 25 at ten with a service of Word and Sacrament. The choir sings at this service.


http://www.westminsterpeoria.org/
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