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THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 
18 December 2022                                                                                                     Ten O’clock 

 
 

GOD OF GRACE, you chose the Virgin Mary, full of grace, to be the mother of 
our Lord and Savior.  Now fill us with your grace, that with her, we may rejoice 
in your salvation, and in all things, embrace your will; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

    from The Book of Common Worship, Presbyterian Church, USA 
  

 

GATHERING IN THE PRESENCE OF THE RISEN CHRIST 
 
THE PREPARATION                                 Two Settings of                                    Johannes Brahms 
                                                          Lo, How A Rose, E’er Blooming                              Herman Schroeder 
 
WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY                     Rev. Denise Clark-Jones 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

 One:  The prophet foretold it, the psalmist longed for it, 
All:  Joseph dreamed of it, Paul proclaimed it. 
One:  God is come to us, to be with us, to restore us, to save us. 
All:  Let us come in awe and wonder, to worship the God who makes it all so. 

 
*THE HYMN 14                                 Savior of the Nations, Come          Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland 
 

1. Savior of the nations, come,   2. From the Godhead forth you came, 
Virgin’s Son, make here your home.  And return unto the same,  
Marvel now, O heaven and earth,  Captive leading death and hell. 
That the Lord chose such a birth.   High the song of triumph swell! 

 
3.  You, the chosen Holy One   4. Brightly does your manger shine, 
Have o’er sin and victory won,   Glorious is its light divine. 
Boundless shall your kingdom be;  Let not sin o’er cloud this light; 
When shall we its glories see?   Ever be our faith thus bright. 

 

Test: Ambrose of Milan, 4th century 
Paraphrase:  Martin Luther, 1524 

Music: Based on Plainsong melody, Eyn Enchiridion, Erfurt, 1524 

 



*LIGHTING THE FOURTH ADVENT CANDLE …LOVE 
 
 One:  In this season of Advent, we celebrate God’s love. 

All:  Soon we will welcome the beautiful and radical love of God 
          as Jesus Christ comes to live among us. 

One:  We embrace our identity as beloved children and let this truth guide our  
decisions and relationships. 

All:  In our homes and in our church we offer warm hospitality by welcoming  
those we do not know, those who are in need, and those who are different from us. 

One:   We demonstrate our care for creation in real and tangible ways. 
All:  Together, we are a sign of God’s love for the world. 

  
*CALL TO CONFESSION             
 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (praying together) 
 

Shepherd of Israel, God of hosts, we have turned away from You, neglecting the 
welfare of Your creation, ignoring the plight of Your people, trampling on the 
creatures and the plants You have made, taking from Earth what we cannot give 
back. We have not helped our neighbors in need, kept peace within our families, 
or tended the vine You have planted in our own lives. Forgive us and lead us to a 
more gracious life. In Your compassion, turn us to Your way. Restore us, O Lord 
God of hosts; let Your face shine upon us and we shall be saved. 

 

*TIME OF SILENCE AND PERSONAL CONFESSION 

 
*KYRIE 

                                
 

 Plainsong, Mode V 
adapted: T. Clark-Jones 

 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON AND RESPONSE                                                            Veni Emmanuel 
 

O come thou Wisdom from on high,  
Who orders all things mightily: 

To us the path of knowledge show,  
And teach us in her way to go. 
Rejoice!  Rejoice! Emmanuel  
Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

Text: 12th century Latin 
Music: Gregorian Chant, adapted              



 

 
HEARING THE WORD 

 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  
  
SCRIPTURE READINGS 
  

OLD TESTAMENT:  Isaiah 7:10-16 
 

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11 “Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it 
be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will 
not put the Lord to the test.” 13 Then Isaiah[a] said, “Hear then, O house of David! 
Is it too little for you to weary mortals that you weary my God also? 14 Therefore 
the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and 
shall bear a son and shall name him Immanuel.[b] 15 He shall eat curds and honey 
by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16 For before 
the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before 
whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted. 

                                                                                 

 *THE PSALTER                               Psalm 80                                                      Vineyard Haven  

  
 1. O hear our cry, O Lord;  2. Enthroned above all worlds, 
 Now hear us as we pray,  You shine with holy light 
 You guide us as a shepherd leads, Lord, pour your power upon us all 
 So keep us in your way.  And save us with your might 
 O come, Lord come,  O come, Lord come, 
 Restore and save us now.  Restore and save us now. 
 
 3. O Lord, the God of Hosts,  4. O Lord, our God return, 
 Turn not your face away;  Bring peace into each home 
 Our tears have been both food and drink, So let your face shine on us all, 
 Foes mock us night and day.  Restore us as your own. 
 O come, Lord come,  O come, Lord come, 
 Restore and save us now.  Restore and save us now. 
 

  Text: Fred R. Anderson, 1986 
Music:  Richard Wayne Dirksen, 1974 

  
 

THE EPISTLE:  Romans 1:1-7                                                                                          
 

Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of 
God, 2 which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy 
scriptures, 3 the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David 
according to the flesh 4 and was declared to be Son of God with power according 
to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, 5 through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%207%3A10-16&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-17796a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%207%3A10-16&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-17797b


obedience of faith among all the gentiles for the sake of his name, 6 including 
you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 

 

7 To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
THE GOSPEL: Matthew 1:18-25 
 

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother 
Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found 
to be pregnant from the Holy Spirit. 19 Her husband Joseph, being a righteous 
man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to divorce her 
quietly. 20 But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared 
to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 
as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will 
bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their 
sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through 
the prophet: 

 

23 “Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son, 
    and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 

 

which means, “God is with us.” 24 When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the 
angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife 25 but had no marital 
relations with her until she had given birth to a son,[b] and he named him Jesus. 
                   

SERMON                    Rev. Denise Clark-Jones 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
 
 

*HYMN 309                                       Of the Father’s Love Begotten                          Divinum Mysterium                      
 

1. Of the Father’s love begotten   2. O ye heights of heaven adore Him; 
Ere the worlds began to be,   Angel hosts, His praises sing; 
He is Alpha and Omega,    Powers, dominions, bow before Him, 
He the source, the ending He,   And extol our God and King; 
Of the things that are, that have been  Let no tongue on earth be silent, 
And that future years shall see,   Every voice in concert ring 
Evermore and evermore!    Evermore and evermore! 
 

3.  Christ, to Thee with God the Father 
And, O Holy Ghost, to Thee, 

Hymns and chant and high thanksgiving 
And unwearied praises be: 

Honor, glory and dominion. 
And eternal victory. 

Evermore and evermore! 

 

Text: Aurelius Clemens Prudentius (348-413) 
Music: Plainsong, Mode V 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+1%3A18-25&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23170b


 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   (Reading together)                      from A Brief Statement of Faith PC(USA) 
 
 

In life and death we belong to God.  Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit,  we trust in the one triune     
God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve. 
 

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God.  Jesus proclaimed the reign of 
God;  preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives,   teaching by 
word and deed… We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father.  In sovereign  
love God created the world good and makes everyone equally in God’s image, 
male and female, of every race and people, to live as one community. 
 

 We trust in God, the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. The 
Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to 
love God and neighbor, and binds us together with all believers in the one body 
of Christ, the Church. 
 

With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death 
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 

 One:  The peace of Christ be with you all. 
 All: And also with you. 

 
THE GIFT OF MUSIC                           This Christmas Night                                  Malcolm Williams 
 

How sweet and clear above the sounds of war, The clamorous bells are pealing their 
delight! The angels sing of glory, as they soar, Among the man-made stars, this Christmas 
Night.  And once again, with spices and with gold, Three Kings are riding through the 
sparkling snow To this poor lodging in the bitter cold, Where Mary kneels within the 
lantern glow To watch her Baby lying in the hay And think about the wonder of his birth. 
And as he sleeps, to fold her hands and pray For peace to come upon this troubled earth.  

                           
          

INTERCESSIONS AND SUPPLICATIONS 
 ( … In your mercy … Lord hear our prayer) 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER [praying together] 

OUR FATHER, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and  
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,  
forever. Amen. 

 
BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 

 
 



*HYMN 27                                          Gentle Mary Laid Her Child                      Tempur Adest Floridum 
 

1. Gentle Mary laid her child   2. Angels sang about his birth, 
Lowly in a manger,     Wisemen sought and found him, 
There he lay, the undefiled,   Heaven’s star shone brightly forth, 
To the world a stranger    Glory all around him,  
Such a babe in such a place,   Shepherds saw the wondrous sight, 
Can he be the Savior?    Heard the angels singing; 
Ask the saved of all the race   All the plains were lit that night, 
Who have found his favor.   All the hills were ringing. 

 
3.  Gentle Mary laid her child 

Lowly in a manger; 
He is still the undefiled, 
But no more a stranger: 

Son of God of humble birth, 
Beautiful the story, 

Praise his name in all the earth,  
Hail the King of glory. 

Text: Joseph Simpson Cook, 1919 
Music: Piae Cantiones, 1582 

 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE                   Rejoice! Rejoice!                                        12th Century 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
LEADING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

 

Rev. Denise M. Clark-Jones, Pastor 
Thomas Clark-Jones, Organist-Choirmaster 

The Westminster Choir 
Larry Hicks, Video Producer 

 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
THIS SERVICE is webcast (live-streamed and on You Tube) in accordance with copyright laws 
and permissions to broadcast composed music and liturgical responses through One License 
number A-726060.   
 
WELCOME TO WORSHIP AT WESTMINSTER CHURCH OF PEORIA.  This morning we 
celebrate the Fourth Sunday of Advent … as we prepare for the yearly celebration of the birth of 
Our Lord.  This year we have a concentration on readings from the Gospel of St. Matthew, and 
study this book with great detail.  We pray God’s blessings on you as you worship with us in this 
season of Advent, be it here on Moss Avenue or at home where you are worshiping, let us together 
prepare to receive our Lord as a newborn babe, and in his glorious, long awaited second coming. 
 



A JAZZ CHRISTMAS!  This afternoon at four o’clock, the Westminster Jazz Ensemble under the 
direction of Derel Monteith presents this annual celebration of Christmas with some world-class 
jazz.  Traditional Christmas tunes as well as some original pieces enrich the wonderful readings 
of contemporary prose and poetry as well as the Nativity Narrative from Scripture.  This is always 
a delightful afternoon of music for all … swing into the Christmas Spirit with the Jazz Ensemble  
in this uplifting, joyous service.  
 
 
CHRISTMAS EVE AT WESTMINSTER will feature a Candlelight Communion service with the 
church in its full holiday dress and music from the Westminster Choir.  Pastor Clark-Jones will 
bring the Christmas message.  This starts at four o’clock on Saturday, December 24. Tom Clark-
Jones will play a short organ recital of Christmas works beginning at 3:45 p.m.  Join us here or on 
the world wide web broadcast of our service. 
 
ON CHRISTMAS DAY, Sunday December 25, we will have our usual worship at ten o’clock. 
Come and celebrate the coming of the Christ Child. 
 
The Westminster Choir is funded, in part, by a generous grant from the Iben Endowment for the 
Arts of Westminster Church. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   
 

OPEN HANDS, OPEN HEARTS, OPEN MINDS 
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