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WE PRAISE YOU, O GOD, for your redemption of the world through Jesus 
Christ. Today he entered the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph and was 
proclaimed Messiah and King by those who spread garments and branches along 
the way.  Let these branches be signs of his victory, and grant that we who carry 
them may follow him in the way of the cross, that, dying and rising with him, we 
may enter into your kingdom, through Jesus Christ who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 
              …from the Book of Common Worship, PC(USA) 

 

 
GATHERING IN THE PRESENCE OF THE RISEN CHRIST 

 
 
THE PREPARATION                                                                            Sigfrid Karg-Elert 

Marche Triumphale:  Now Thank We All Our God 

 
WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY 

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                          Rev. Clark-Jones 
 

 One:  We gather together in spirit, though in separate places. 
  All:    Raising our branches of praise! Joining all who wish to see Jesus,  

eager for a healing touch, a blessing received. 
  One:  We gather together, 

All:    Raising our branches of hope! Joining all who wish to hear Jesus,  
longing for a message of welcome and acceptance on our journey. 

  One:   We gather together, 
All:    Laying down our branches of joy in fear, wondering if we are able to walk  

with Jesus through the week ahead, through anguish, accusations, despair. 
  One:  We gather together, 

All:    Waving branches of prayer, walking toward the Cross, and the empty tomb. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 * indicates those who are able may stand 
 



 
 
*THE HYMN 88                      All Glory, Laud and Honor                 Valet will ich dir Geben 

 

Refrain:  All glory, laud and honor to Thee, Redeemer, King! 
To whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring. 

 
 1. Thou art the King of Israel   2. The people of the Hebrews 
 Thou David’s royal Son,    With palms before Thee went; 
 Who in the Lord’s name comest,   Our praise and prayers and anthems 
 The King and Blessed One!  Refrain  Before Thee we present.  Refrain 
 

3. To Thee before Thy passion   4. Thou didst accept their praises; 
They sang their hymns of praise;   Accept the prayers we bring, 

 To Thee, now high exalted,   Who in all good delightest, 
 Our melody we raise.  Refrain   Thou good and gracious King!  Refrain 

 

Text: Theodore of Orleans, 820 
Music: Melchior Teschner, 1614 

 
 
*CALL TO CONFESSION                                                                                      
 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (praying together) 
 

ETERNAL GOD: In Jesus Christ you entered Jerusalem to die for our sins. We 
confess that we have not hailed you as King, or gone before you in the world 
with praise. For brief faith that fades in trouble, for enthusiasms that fizzle out, 
for hopes we parade but do not pursue, have mercy on us. Forgive us, God, and 
give us such trust in your power that, in every city, we may live for your justice 
and tell of your loving-kindness; for the sake of our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
*TIME OF SILENCE AND PERSONAL CONFESSION 

 
*KYRIE 

          
 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 

*PALM SUNDAY RESPONSE  (singing together)                                                        Westminster Abbey 
 

Laud and honor to the Father, Laud and honor to the Son, 
Laud and honor to the Spirit, Ever three and ever one; 

One in might and one in glory While unending ages run. 

              

 



 
HEARING THE WORD 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
  
SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 
 THE GOSPEL:  Matthew 21:1-11  
 

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount 
of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village ahead 
of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied and a colt with her; untie 
them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The 
Lord needs them.’ And he will send them immediately.” 4 This took place to 
fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet: 

 

5 “Tell the daughter of Zion, 
Look, your king is coming to you, 
humble and mounted on a donkey, 
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 

 

6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7 they brought the 
donkey and the colt and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8 A very 
large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees 
and spread them on the road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and that 
followed were shouting, 
 

“Hosanna to the Son of David! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

 

10 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is 
this?” 11 The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in 
Galilee.” 
 
The Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 

 
  
*THE PSALTER:                                            Psalm 118                             Diademata  
  

1. Open the righteous gates    2. This is the Lord’s own work 
 That I may enter them;     And marvelous to see, 
 “This is the gateway of the Lord,    The Lord has acted on this day, 
 The just may now come in.”    We praise His victory. 
 You answered me in need,    Hosanna! Lord, all praise! 
 And are my health alone;     Lord, send us now success; 
 The stone the builders cast aside    Blessed is he who comes to us 
 Is now the cornerstone.     In God’s own Name, all blessed. 
 



3. God is the Lord, and he  
Has shined upon our ways; 

Bring branches to the altar horns,  
Process with hymns of praise. 
“My God, I give you thanks,  

I will exalt your Name;” 
Give thanks to God for he is good,  

To endless years the same. 
 

Text: Christopher L. Webber, A New Metrical Psalter, 1986 
© The Church Hymnal Corp., New York, NY used with permission 

Music: George Jon Elvey, 1868 
 

 GOSPEL:  Matthew 26:31-35 
 

Then Jesus said to them, “You will all become deserters because of me this night; 
for it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be 
scattered.’ 32But after I am raised up, I will go ahead of you to Galilee.” 33Peter 
said to him, “Though all become deserters because of you, I will never desert 
you.” 34Jesus said to him, “Truly I tell you, this very night, before the cock crows, 
you will deny me three times.” 35Peter said to him, “Even though I must die with 
you, I will not deny you.” And so said all the disciples. 
 
The Word of the Lord  …  Thanks be to God 
     
SERMON                   Rev. Denise Clark-Jones 

  

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

*HYMN                                       Now, my tongue, the mystery telling                                   St. Thomas 
 

  
1. Now, my tongue the mystr’y telling  2. That last night at supper lying 

 Of the glorious Body sing,   Mid the twelve, his chosen band, 
 And the Blood, all price excelling,   Jesus, with the Law complying, 
 Which the Gentiles’ Lord and King,  Keeps the feast its rites demand; 
 Once on earth among us dwelling,  Then, more precious food supplying 
 Shed for this world’s ransoming.   Gives himself with his own hand. 
 
 3. Therefore we, before him bending,  4. Glory let us give and blessing 
 This great Sacrament revere:   To the Father and the Son, 
 Types and shadows have their ending  Honor, thanks and praise addressing, 
 For the newer rite is here;    While eternal ages run; 
 Faith, our outward sense befriending,  Ever too his love confessing 
 Makes our inward vision clear.   Who from both with both is One. 

 

Text: St. Thomas Aquinas, 1263 
Music:  J.F. Wade’s Cantus Diversi, 1751 

 
 



 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   (Confessing together)                                                    The Apostles’ Creed 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen.                                               

 
 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 

 The peace of the Lord be with you.    And also with you. 
 
THE GIFT OF MUSIC                           The Way to Jerusalem                                    Harold W. Friedell 

David Kortemeier, baritone; The Westminster Choir 
 

  
And it came to pass when the time was come that he should be received up, he steadfastly set his face  
to Jerusalem.  And a very great multitude spread their garments in the way, others cut down 
branches from the trees and strewed them in the way.  And the multitudes that went before 
and that followed, cried, saying:  Hosanna to the Son of Daivd; Blessed is he that cometh in 
the name of the Lord, Hosanna in the highest.  And when he was come near, he beheld the city 
and wept over it, saying:  If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things 
which belong unto thy peace, but now they are hid from thine eyes, Jerusalem! Jerusalem! 
Who watched while Majesty rode on to die, Crying hosanna in a joyous song, Couldst thou 
not heed the distant warning cry Of heaven’s apprehensive, waiting throng?  Hosanna to 
men’s King! Thine acclamations ring, While God the Father veils his face, And God the Son 
his griefs embrace,  Sing thine own griefs, Jerusalem.  Jesus saith, Father, save me from this hour: 
but for this cause came I unto this hour, Father, Glorify thy Name.  Then came there a voice from 
heaven, saying, I have both glorified it and will glorify it again. Jesus answered  and said, This 
voice came not because of me, but for your sakes. 

 

 
SEALING THE WORD 

 
At the time of the CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST, worshipers may partake  

of the Supper by coming forward to receive the bread and wine by intinction or us the individual  
cup of wine and bread which was available upon entering the church this morning.   

Those worshipping at home are invited to find a piece of bread and some wine and join with us.   
Christ used the food at hand to consecrate his Holy Supper, and we may do the same.  

In this church, Christians of any age or church affiliation are welcome at Christ’s table,  
where Christ himself is the host. 

 
 



INVITATION 
                       One:  The Lord be with you. 
                       All:    And also with you. 

                       One:  Lift up your hearts. 

                       All:    We lift them to the Lord. 

                       One:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

                       All:    It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
COMMUNION PRAYER 
 
SANCTUS  

                           

COMMUNION PRAYER AND MEMORIAL ACCLAMATIONS  

                           
 
INTERCESSIONS AND SUPPLICATIONS 
 ( … In your mercy … Lord hear our prayer) 
 
THE CONSECRATION 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER [praying together] 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy  
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and  
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,  
forever. Amen. 

  
           Celebrant: These are holy things, to keep us holy. Gifts of God for the people of God. 

            All: Let us keep the feast.     
 



DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS 
 

COMMUNION MUSIC                 Introit and Kyrie from Requiem                                     Gabriel Fauré 

 

Requiem aeternam dona eis Domine, et lux perpetua luceat eis.  Te decet hymnus, Deus in 
Sion, et tibi reddetur votum in Jerusalem.  Exaudi orationem meam, ad te omnis caro veniet.  
Kyrie eleison, Christe eleison, Kyrie eleison. 
 

Grant them eternal rest, O Lord, and may perpetual light shine upon them.  Thou, O God, art 
praised in Sion, and unto thee shall the vow be performed in Jerusalem.  Hear my prayer, 
unto thee shall all flesh come.  Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy.  Lord have mercy. 

                                    

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

 
BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 

 
*HYMN                                       A Cheering, Chanting, Dizzy Crowd                            Winchester Old 
 

     1. A cheering, chanting, dizzy crowd           2  They laid their garments in the road 
        had stripped the green trees bare,   and spread his path with palms 
        and hailing Christ as king aloud,   and vows of lasting love bestowed 
        waved branches in the air.    With royal hymns and psalms. 

 

         3. When day dimmed down to deepening dark   4.  Lest we be fooled because our hearts 
         the crowd began to fade    have surged with passing praise, 
         till only trampled leaves and bark   remind us, God, as this week starts 
         were left from the parade.    Where Christ has fixed his gaze. 
 

5.  Instead of palms, a winding sheet 
will have to be unrolled, 

a carpet much more fit to greet  
the king a cross will hold. 

 

              Text: Thomas Troegger,  ©1985 
          Used by permission, One License.net, A726060 

Music: Este’s Psalmes, 1592 

 
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 
*CHORAL BENEDICTION        Norman Dello Joio                                    

May Christ Support Us All the Day Long  

 
 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 

LEADING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

 

The Rev. Denise M. Clark-Jones, Pastor 
Thomas Clark-Jones, Organist-Choirmaster 

The Westminster Choir 
Elder Larry Hicks, Video Production 



 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_ 
 
 
 

HOLY WEEK AT WESTMINSTER CHURCH 

 

Maundy Thursday, 7:00 p.m.  Service of Word and Sacrament  
Good Friday, 12 noon   Service of Scripture and Music 
Easter Day, 10:00 a.m.  Service of Word and Sacrament  

All Holy Week Services will be live-streamed in addition to in-person worship. 
 
 
TODAY we begin the journey into the most sacred week of the Church Year.  Known as Holy 
Week, this is a week of meditation, prayer, penitence and taking time to remember the source of 
our salvation.  Each day of Holy Week is sacred, and many of our Christian sisters and brothers 
celebrate each day of the week, by attending a Mass or other prayer service.  Those of us in the 
Reformed Tradition are particularly observant of the Tridium … those days from Maundy 
Thursday through Easter.  On Maundy Thursday, we celebrate the sharing of the first Eucharist 
by Jesus with his Disciples in the upper room.  Then on Good Friday, we meet at noon … the 
hour when Jesus was put on the Cross to die.  Because of this day, we do not celebrate Eucharist, 
but participate in a service of Scripture, prayers, times of meditation and appropriate music from 
the choir.  It is a time to confess our past misdeeds and to look to the future in which we will be 
more faithful Christians.  Then on Easter Sunday we celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord. With 
Mary and the Disciples we look in wonder at the open tomb and rejoice in the Angel’s words, 
“He is not here … but is risen!”  This is the great foundation of our faith! 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
THIS SERVICE is live-streamed on the Worldwide Web with permission of License A-726060 
from One License.net (Chicago, Illinois). License covers both streaming and music usages. 
 
The Westminster Choir is funded, in part, by a grant from the Gretchen R. Iben Fund for the Arts.  

 
THE FINAL HYMN this morning is by the late Rev. Dr. Thomas Troegger, who was a professor 
of preaching and Christian communication at Yale Divinity School.  Tom was ordained in both 
Presbyterian and Episcopal Churches and is one of his generation’s most distinguished 
preachers.  He spent a significant portion of his life writing poetry, much of it for use as hymn 
texts.  This text was included in the new hymnal called “Glory to God.” Unfortunately the new 
tune was not as distinguished as Dr. Troegger’s text, so we have mated it to the glorious old tune 
known as “Winchester Old”.  We hope you will enjoy this wonderful new hymn of praise on 
Palm Sunday. 
 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Open hands, open hearts, open minds 
    
 


