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WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
1420 West Moss Avenue 
Peoria, Illinois  61606 

 

THE  FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 
7 May 2023                                                                                                               Ten O’clock 
 

 
 

ALMIGHTY GOD, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth and the life.  Give 
us grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to 
share his risen life; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and  forever.  Amen.       

from the Book of Common Worship, PC(USA). 
 

 
GATHERING IN THE PRESENCE OF THE RISEN CHRIST 

 
 
THE PREPARATION                                      Benedictus                       Alec Rowley 

  
WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                          Rev. Clark-Jones 
 

 One:  We gather in the name of the living Christ to worship God. 
All:  Surely, God is in this place and calls us to worship in spirit and in truth. 
One:  God’s love is for you and for all people everywhere. 
All:  That we may share God’s love and life, may we be renewed in the refreshing 

Spirit of the living Christ. 
One:  The living Christ is with us. 
All:    Alleluia! 

 
*THE HYMN 416                       Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation                      Westminster Abbey 
 

1. Christ is made the sure foundation,  2. To this temple where we call you, 
Christ the head and cornerstone,   Come, O Lord of Hosts today; 
Chosen of the Lord and precious,  With your wonted loving-kindness 
Binding all the church in one;   Hear your people as they pray. 
Holy Zion’s help forever,    And your fullest benediction 
And our confidence alone.   Shed within its walls alway. 
 
 
3. Here bestow on all your servants  4. Laud and honor to the Father, 



 

 

What they ask of you to gain,   Laud and honor to the Son, 
What they gain from you forever   Laud and honor to the Spirit, 
With the blessed to retain,    Ever three and ever one; 
And hereafter in your glory   One in might and one in glory 
Evermore with you to reign.   While unending ages run. 

 

Text: 7th Century Latin 
Music: Henry Purcell, 1670 

 
*CALL TO CONFESSION 

 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (praying together) 
 
 
 

ALMIGHTY GOD, we come to You confessing that we have looked the other 
way, ignored our neighbor in need, and have given in to selfish gain. We confess 
we have put our own lives above the lives of others, basing our needs on our 
desires instead of seeing the needs of the world around us. Forgive us. Call us to 
live as You lived, to lay down our lives for one another, to seek forgiveness from 
one another and to reach out to one another in mutual love and concern. 

 
*TIME OF SILENCE AND PERSONAL CONFESSION 
 

*KYRIE 

  
 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
 
*GLORIA IN EXCELSIS  (music for this response appears in the insert to this leaflet.)                                                                          

 

 
HEARING THE WORD 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

 
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON: Acts 7:55-60 
 

 

But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God 
and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens 
opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!” 57 But they 
covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. 58 Then 
they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him, and the witnesses laid 
their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 While they were stoning 



 

 

Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he knelt down and 
cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had 
said this, he died. 
 
The Word of the Lord …   Thanks be to God! 
 
 

*THE PSALTER                                     Psalm 31                                        Erhalt uns, Herr 
 

 1. Save me from shame, my refuge, Lord, 2. Be my strong rock; you are my crag, 
In righteousness deliver me;   My stronghold, castle none can take; 
Incline your ear, O Lord, I pray,   Lead me, O Lord, along straight paths 
Make haste to help me, set me free.  And guide me for your own Name’s sake. 

 

3. Release me from the secret snare; 
You are my tower of strength and might 

I trust my spirit to your hands, 
Redeemer, God of truth and might. 

 

 Text:  A New Metrical Psalter, Christopher L. Webber 
 © 1986,  The Church Hymnal Corp., New York, (used and reprinted with permission) 

Music: Klug’s Geistliche Lieber, 1543 

 
NEW TESTAMENT:  1 Peter 2: 2-10 
 
Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow 
into salvation— 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.      

  

4 Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious 
in God’s sight, and 5 like living stones let yourselves be built into a spiritual 
house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in scripture: 

 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
    a cornerstone chosen and precious, 
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 

 

7 This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,  

  
“The stone that the builders rejected 
    has become the very head of the corner,” 

8 and 
“A stone that makes them stumble 
    and a rock that makes them fall.” 

 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.9 But 
you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in 
order that you may proclaim the excellence of him who called you out of darkness 
into his marvelous light. 



 

 

10 Once you were not a people, 
    but now you are God’s people; 
once you had not received mercy, 
    but now you have received mercy. 

  

 GOSPEL:  John 14:1-14 
 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my 
Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, 
I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may 
be also. 4 And you know the way to the place where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to 
him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the 
way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes 
to the Father except through me. 7 If you know me, you will know my Father also. 
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

 

8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9 Jesus 
said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know 
me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the 
Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The 
words that I say to you I do not speak on my own, but the Father who dwells in 
me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, 
but if you do not, then believe because of the works themselves. 12 Very truly, I 
tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, 
will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 I will do 
whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If 
in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it. 

 
The Word of the Lord …   Thanks be to God! 
 
SERMON                                                                                             Rev. Denise M. Clark-Jones 

 
RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

 
*HYMN 275                                       God of Our Life                                           Sandon 
 

1. God of Our Life,      2. God of the past, 
through all the circling years   our times are in thy hand; 
We trust in Thee;     With us abide. 
In all the past,      Lead us by faith, 
through all our hopes and fears   to hope’s true promised land; 
Thy hand we see.     Be thou our guide. 
With each new day,     With thee to bless, 
when morning lifts the veil,   the darkness shines as light, 
We own thy mercies, Lord,    and faith’s fair vision 
which never fail.     Changes into sight. 



 

 

3. God of the coming years, through paths unknown 
We follow thee. 

Lead us by faith to hope’s true promised land; 
Be thou our guide. 

Be thou for us in life our daily bread, 
Our heart’s true home when all our years have sped. 

 

Text:  Hugh Thompson Kerr, 1916 
Music: Charles Henry Purday, 1860 

 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (affirming together)                        The Apostle’s Creed 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen.                                               

 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE            
 

The peace of Christ be with you.    And also with you. 

 
THE GIFT OF MUSIC                O Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem       Herbert Howells 

 

O pray for the peace of Jerusalem, they shall prosper that love thee.  Peace be within they 
walls, and plenteousness within they palaces.   O pray for the peace of Jerusalem, they shall 
prosper that love thee. 

 

SEALING THE WORD10 
 

At the time of the Distribution of the EUCHARIST, worshipers may use the bread and 
wine given out as you entered church this morning or come forward to receive the communion  

by intinction.  Those worshiping at home via the world wide web may use whatever 
 bread and wine are at hand as the food of the Supper. Jesus himself used the left over bread and  
wine from the Passover Feast to institute the first Eucharist. So we, too, may use those things  
closest  at hand for this celebration. Christians of any age or church affiliation are welcome at  

Christ’s table, where Christ himself is the host. 
 
INVITATION  

                       One:  The Lord be with you. 
                       All:    And also with you. 
                       One:  Lift up your hearts. 
                       All:    We lift them to the Lord. 
                       One:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
                       All:    It is right to give God thanks and praise. 



 

 

 

COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

SANCTUS 

    

 
COMMUNION PRAYER  
 
MEMORIAL ACCLAMATIONS 
 

 
 
 
THE INTERCESSIONS AND PRAYERS 
 

 … in your mercy …  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
CONSECRATION 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER [we pray together] 

 

OUR FATHER, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 

 
DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS 
 

            These are holy things, to keep us holy. Gifts of God for the people of God. 
            Let us keep the feast.  Alleluia!   
 
 



 

 

COMMUNION MUSIC      Like as the hart desireth the waterbrooks                      Herbert Howells 
 

Like as the hart desireth the waterbrooks, so longeth my soul after thee, O God.  My soul 
is athirst for God, yea, even for the living God.  When shall I come to appear before the 
presence of God?  My tears have been my meat day and night, while they daily say unto 
me, “Where, where is now thy God?”  My tears have been my meat day and night.  Like 
as a hart desireth the waterbrooks, so longeth my soul after thee, O God.  When shall I 
come to appear before the presence of God? 
 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

 
BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 

 
 
*HYMN 420                                    God of Grace and God of Glory                                  Cwm Rhondda 
 

God of grace and God of glory   2. Lo! The hosts of evil round us 
On thy people pour thy power,   Scorn thy Christ, assail thy ways! 
Crown thine ancient church’s story;  From the fears that long have bound us 
Bring its bud to glorious flower,   Free our hearts to faith and praise. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,  Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
For the facing of this hour,   For the living of these days, 
For the facing of this hour.   For the living of these days. 
 
3. Cure thy children’s warring madness  4. Set our feet on lofty places; 
Bend our pride to thy control;   Gird our lives that they may be 
Shame our wanton, selfish gladness,  Armored with all Christ-like graces, 
Rich in things and poor in soul.   Pledged to set all captives free. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,  Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
Lest we miss thy kingdom’s goal,  That we fail not them nor thee! 
Lest we miss thy kingdom’s goal.  That we fail not them nor thee! 

 
5.  Save us from weak resignation 

To the evils we deplore. 
Let the gift of thy salvation 

Be our glory evermore. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

Serving thee whom we adore, 
Serving thee whom we adore. 

Text: Harry Emerson Fosdick, 1930 
Music: John Hughes, 1907 

 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

 
*CHORAL BENEDICTION                         Ralph Vaughan Williams 

God Be with You Till We Meet Again 
 



 

 

 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

LEADING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

 

The Rev. Denise M. Clark-Jones, Pastor 
Thomas Clark-Jones, Organist-Choirmaster 

The Westminster Choir 
Larry Hicks, Video Producer 

 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
WELCOME TO WESTMINSTER CHURCH OF PEORIA and this celebration of the fifth Sunday 
of Easter.  We greet you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ and pray this service will be a 
blessing to all who participate.  We also welcome those who join with us through live-streaming 
on the world wide web. We pray that this will be a service to inspire and challenge your Christian 
life and service.  This service is webcast at www.westminsterpeoria.org.  It is covered by 
permissions granted by One License A 726060 for the use of musical portions of the service as 
well as to broadcast all music in the service with permission of the various publishers.  
 
THE RESPONSES during the Communion are from the Service in E-flat,  written by Thomas Clark-Jones 
for the ordination of the Rev. Denise Clark-Jones to the office of Minister of Word and Sacrament.  © 2005.  
All rights reserved. 
 
THE WESTMINSTER CHOIR is funded, in part, by a grant from the Gretchen R. Iben Endowment for 
Music and the Arts.   

 
THE PEORIA BACH FESTIVAL begins in just a month with opening events on June 5. 
Westminster Church is the new home of the Bach Festival, now in its twentieth season and still 
directed by Dr. John Jost, retired professor of Music at Bradley University.  As part of this great 
musical tradition here in Peoria, the Iben Series sponsors an organ recital by a world class 
organist on our superb Visser-Rowland organ.  This season, Dr. Jonathan Wessler, a native of 
Peoria is the guest artist.  Dr. Wessler is the Cantor and Organist of the First Lutheran Church in 
Boston, Massachusetts where he presides over many historically oriented performances of the 
music of Bach and other important early composers of the Lutheran church. Dr. Wessler earned 
his Bachelor’s degree from Oberlin Conservatory; Masters from Notre Dame University and his 
Doctorate at the Eastman School in Rochester, NY.  We are pleased to welcome Jonathan ‘home’ 
for this year’s Bach Festival.  Other events are listed in the brochures on the Festival found in the 
Narthex or on line at www.westminsterpeoria.org.  So set aside Tuesday evening, June 6  at 7:30 
for this outstanding musical event here at Westminster. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

OPEN HANDS, OPEN HEARTS, OPEN MIND 

http://www.westminsterpeoria.org/
http://www.westminsterpeoria.org/


 

 

 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
 
 

   


