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THE DAY OF PENTECOST

28 May 2023 Ten O’clock

ALMIGHTY GOD, at the Feast of Pentecost you sent your Holy Spirit to the
disciples, filling them with joy and boldness to preach the gospel; empower us with
that same Spirit to witness to your redeeming love and draw all people to you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

from the Book of Common Worship, PC(USA).

GATHERING IN THE PRESENCE OF THE RISEN CHRIST

PREPARATION Nun bitten wir den Heiligen Geist Dietrich Buxtehude

WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY
*CALL TO WORSHIP Rev. Clark-Jones

One: The Spirit descends like a dove, bringing peace to unite the world

in a just and caring community.
All: The Spirit comes like a breath, bringing life to renew the people of God.
One: The Spirit spreads like fire, bringing energy for witnessing to the love of God.
All:  Spirit of the living God, come to us and transform our lives by your power.

*THE HYMN 128 Wind Who Makes All Winds That Blow Aberystwyth
1. Wind who makes all winds that blow 2. Fire who fuels all fires that burn
Gusts that bend the sapplings low, Suns around which planets turn,
Gales that heave the sea in waves, Beacons marking reefs and shoals,
Stirrings in the mind’s deep caves - Shining truth to guide our souls -
Aim your breath with steady power Come to us as once you came;
On your church this day, this hour, Burst in tongues of sacred flame!
Raise, renew the life we’ve lost, Light and Power, Might and Strength

Spirit God of Pentecost! Fill your church, its breadth and length



3. Holy Spirit, Wind and Flame,
Move within our mortal frame,
Make our hearts an altar pyre,
Kindle them with your own fire.
Breathe and blow upon that blaze
Till our lives, our deeds and ways,
Speak that tongue which every land

By your grace shall understand.
Text: Thomas H. Troeger, 1983
Music: Joseph Parry 1879

*CALL TO CONFESSION
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (praying together)

ALMIGHTY GOD, we confess that we do not always live as resurrected people.
We live within the fears and cares of this world, that we don’t have enough, that
we are not good enough. Forgive us for not seeing Your image in us. Forgive us
for not seeking Your life in us. Help us to see we are made in Your love, Your
image, Your peace. Give us hope in times of unbelief. Give us peace in times of
struggle. Give us hope in times of doubt. Continue to guide us when we find
ourselves bogged down, and lead us out of darkness into light.

TIME OF SILENCE AND PERSONAL CONFESSION

*KYRIE George Oldroyd in D
(Sung by the Choir)
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
*GLORIA IN EXCELSIS George Oldroyd in D
(Sung by the Choir)
HEARING THE WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON: Acts 2:1-21

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2 And
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it
filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire,
appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. ¢ All of them were
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit
gave them ability.



5Now there were devout Jews from every people under heaven living in
Jerusalem. ¢ And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because
each one heard them speaking in the native language of each.” Amazed and
astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 And how
is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? ? Parthians, Medes,
Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and
Asia, 19 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene,
and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs —in our
own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12 All were
amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13But
others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.”

14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them,
“Fellow Jewsl2l and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen
to what I say. 5 Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine
o’clock in the morning. 16 No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:

17“In the last days it will be, God declares,
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions,
and your old men shall dream dreams
18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women,
in those days I will pour out my Spirit,
and they shall prophesy.
19 And I will show portents in the heaven above
and signs on the earth below,
blood, and fire, and smoky mist.
20The sun shall be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood,
before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.
21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

The Word of the Lord ...  Thanks be to God.

*THE PSALTER Psalm 104 Rustington
1. Bless the Lord my soul and being 2. Lord, you laid the earth’s foundation
Lord my God, you have such might, That it would be always sound,

Cloaked with honor grand and glorious By the word of your commanding

You are clothed with purest light, You set forth each ocean’s bound.
Stretching out the heavens like tent cloth Springs gush forth at your own bidding
You are chambered on the deep, Giving drink to every field,

Riding on the wings of windstorm Bird and beast and all your creatures


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%202%3A1-21&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-26953a

Flame and fire your bidding keep. In that coolness find thirst healed.

3. Grass you cause to grow for cattle 4. Lord, how great are all your workings
Plants for us to cultivate; Wisdom marks them through and through.
Food you bring forth from our labor All the earth is your possession,

Wine for joy and bread for plate; Great and small belong to you.

Trees you give the birds for shelter Food you give in each due season.
Mountain rock and cave for beast. At your hand come all good things.

Sun and moon both mark the seasons, By your spirit you create us;

In their light we work and feast. Lord, your breath renewal brings.

5. May your glory reign forever.
Lord, rejoice in all you make!

As you look on your creation,
Mountains smoke, foundations shake.
May these words and thoughts be pleasing,
For in you my joy is found.

Bless the Lord my soul and being!
With this song let praise abound.

Text: Fred R. Anderson, 1986
Music: Charles Hubert H. Parry, 1897

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON: I Corinthians 12:3b-13

No one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says “Let Jesus be cursed!” and no one
can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit.

4Now there are varieties of gifts but the same Spirit, >and there are varieties of
services but the same Lord, ¢ and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same
God who activates all of them in everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of
the Spirit for the common good. 8 To one is given through the Spirit the utterance
of wisdom and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same
Spirit, ?to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one
Spirit, 10 to another the working of powerful deeds, to another prophecy, to another
the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the
interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who
allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.

12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the
body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in the one Spirit we
were all baptized into one body —Jews or Greeks, slaves or free —and we were all
made to drink of one Spirit.

GOSPEL: John 20:19-23

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were
locked where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among
them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his



hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. ! Jesus
said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send
you.” 2When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the
Holy Spirit. 22 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain
the sins of any, they are retained.”

The Word of the Lord ... Thanks be to God.
SERMON Rev. Denise Clark-Jones
RESPONDING TO THE WORD
*HYMN 326 Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart Morecambe

1. Spirit of God, descend upon my heart
Wean it from earth, through all its pulses move;
Stoop to my weakness, mighty as thou art,
And make me love thee as I ought to love.

2. Hast thou not bid us love thee, God and King;:
All, all thine own soul, heart and strength and mind?
I see thy cross there teach my heart to cling
O let me seek thee, and O let me find!

3. Teach me to feel that thou art always nigh;
Teach me the struggles of the soul to bear,
To check the rising doubt, the rebel sigh;
Teach me the patience of unanswered prayer.

4. Teach me to love thee as thine angels love,
One holy passion filling all my frame;
The baptism of the heaven descended dove,

My heart an altar, and thy love the flame.
Text: George Croly, 1854
Music: Frederick Cook Atkinson, 1870

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (affirming together) The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you. ~ And also with you

THE GIFT OF MUSIC I beseech you, therefore, brethren Craig Phillips

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not
conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may
prove what is that good and acceptable, and perfect will of God.

... Romans 12:1-2

SEALING THE WORD

At the time of the Distribution of the EUCHARIST, worshipers are invited to come forward to
receive communion by intinction OR to use the bread and wine given out as you entered
church this morning. Those worshiping at home via the world wide web may use whatever
bread and wine are at hand as the food of the Supper. Jesus himself used the left over bread and
wine from the Passover Feast to institute the first Eucharist. So we, too, may use those
things closest at hand for this celebration. Christians of any age or church affiliation ar
welcome at Christ’s table, where Christ himself is the host.

INVITATION
One: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.
One: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them to the Lord.
One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: Itis right to give God thanks and praise.

COMMUNION PRAYER

SANCTUS George Oldroyd in D
(Sung by the Choir)

COMMUNION PRAYER

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATIONS
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INTERCESSIONS AND SUPPLICATIONS

(... In your mercy ... Lord hear our prayer)
CONSECRATION

THE LORD’S PRAYER [we pray together]

OUR FATHER, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION OF ELEMENTS

These are holy things to keep us holy. Gifts of God for the people of God ...
Let us keep the feast. Alleluia!

COMMUNION MUSIC Eternal Light, Shine into Our Hearts Malcolm Archer

Eternal Light, shine into our hearts. Eternal Power, be our support. Eternal Wisdom, scatter
the darkness of our ignorance. Eternal Pity, have mercy upon us. That with all our heart
and mind and soul and strength We may seek your face. Through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen. ... Alcuin of York

POST-COMMUNION PRAYERS

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

*HYMN 129 Come, O Spirit, Dwell Among Us Ebenezer
1. Come, O Spirit, dwell among us, 2. We would raise our alleluias
Come with Pentecostal power; For the grace of yesteryears;
Give the church a stronger vision, For tomorrow’s unknown pathway
Help us face each crucial hour. Hear, O Lord, our humble prayers,
Built upon a firm foundation, In the church’s pilgrim journey
Jesus Christ, the Cornerstone, You have led us all the way,
Still the church is called to mission Still in presence move before us,
That God’s love shall be made known. Fire by night and cloud by day.

3. Come, O Spirit, dwell among us,
Give us words of fire and flame.



Help our feeble lips to praise you,
Glorify your holy name.
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
Three in one: what mystery!
We would sing our loud hosannas

Now and through eternity!.
Text: Janie Alford, 1979
Music: Thomas John Williams, 1890
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
*CHORAL BENEDICTION May Christ Support Us Norman Dello Joio

*POSTLUDE

LEADING IN WORSHIP TODAY

The Rev. Denise M. Clark-Jones, Pastor
Thomas Clark-Jones , Organist-Choirmaster
The Westminster Choir
Larry Hicks, Video Producer

WELCOME TO WESTMINSTER CHURCH OF PEORIA and this celebration of the Day of
Pentecost. Pentecost is a Jewish Harvest Celebration which comes fifty days after Passover. It was
on this important feast day that the Holy Spirit came to the followers of Jesus and lit the fire of
the new Church. We greet you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ and pray this service will be
a blessing to all who participate. We are also live-streamed on the world wide web at
www.westminsterpeoria.org. The webcast is covered by permissions granted by One License A
726060 for the use of musical portions of the service as well as to broadcast all music in the service
with permission of the various publishers.

The Westminster Choir is supported in part by a grant from the Gretchen R. Iben Fund for Music and the
Arts.

THE PEORIA BACH FESTIVAL begins on Monday, June 6 and runs through the week here at
Westminster, the new home of the Bach Fest. Details of the various offerings of this year’s event
are listed in folders in the Narthex and posters around the church. Come and bring your friends.
It is a joy and privilege for us to host this prestigious event directed by Dr. John Jost.
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OPEN HANDS, OPEN HEARTS, OPEN MINDS
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