WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1420 West Moss Avenue
Peoria, Illinois 61606

THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
18 June 2023 Ten O’clock

O GOD, light of the minds that know you, life of the souls that love you, strength of the
thoughts that seek you: Help us so to know you that we may truly love you, so to love
you that we may fully serve you, whose service is perfect freedom; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen. From the Book of Common Worship, PC(USA).

GATHERING IN THE PRESENCE OF THE RISEN CHRIST
PREPARATION
WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY

*CALL TO WORSHIP

One: Give thanks to the Lord, for God is good.

All: God’s steadfast love endures forever.

One: The harvest is plentiful. But the laborers are few.

All: The Lord sends us out into the harvest.

One: In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, let us worship God.

*THE HYMN 488 The God of Abraham Praise Leoni
1. The God of Abraham praise 2. Your spirit still flows free,
Who reigns enthroned above High soaring where it will;
The ancient of eternal days, In prophet’s word you spoke of old
The God of love! And you speak still.
The Lord, the great I Am, Established is your law,
By earth and heaven confessed, And changeless it shall stand,
We bow before your holy name, Deep writ upon the human heart,
Forever blest. On sea, or land.

3. You have eternal life
Implanted in the soul;
Your love shall be our strength and stay,
While ages roll.
We praise you, living God!
We praise your holy name;
The first, the last, beyond all thought

And still the same.
Text: Daniel ben Judah, 1404
Music: Meyer Lyon, 1770



*CALL TO CONFESSION

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (praying together)

GOD OF JUSTICE AND MERCY, we come to You knowing we have fallen short
in standing up for justice. We have looked to our own needs andour own desires
and have failed to see the needs of others around us. We have given up, thought
it was too hard, and have stopped believing we can make a difference. Forgive
us for not trusting in Your belief in us. Forgive us for not seeing Your
faithfulness to us.

*TIME OF SILENCE AND PERSONAL CONFESSION
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HEARING THE WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Genesis 18:1-15

The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of
his tent in the heat of the day. 2 He looked up and saw three men standing near
him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent entrance to mee them, and bowed
down to the ground. 3 He said, “My lord, if I find favor with you, do not pass by
your servant. 4 Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest your-
selves under the tree. 5 Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh your-
selves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So
they said, “Do as you have said.” 6 And Abraham hastened into the tent t Sarah,
and said, “Make ready quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it, and make
cakes.” 7 Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it
to the servant, who hastened to prepare it. 8 Then he took curds and milk and the
calf that he had prepared, and set it before them; and he stood by them under the
tree while they ate. 9 They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said,
“There, in the tent.” 10 Then one said, “I will surely return to you in due season,
and your wife Sarah shall have a son.” And Sarah was listening at the tent entrance
behind him. 11 Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in age; it had ceased
to be with Sarah after the manner of women. 12 So Sarah laughed to herself,
saying, “After I have grown old, and my husband is old, shall I have
pleasure?” 13 The Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh, and say, “Shall I
indeed bear a child, now that I am old?” 14 Is anything too wonderful for
the Lord? At the set time I will return to you, in due season, and Sarah shall have
ason.” 15 But Sarah denied, saying, “I did not laugh”; for she was afraid.

He said, “Oh yes, you did laugh.”

The Word of the Lord ...  Thanks be to God.

*THE PSALTER Psalm 116 Martyrdom
(Hymnal #228)
1. O thou, my soul, return in peace 2. God did indeed redeem my soul
To thine untroubled rest, That else in death had slept;
For thee the bounty of the Lord God hath mine eyes from tears set free,
Abundantly hath blest. My feet from stumbling kept.
3. What shall I render to the Lord, 4. Salvation’s cup my soul doth take
What shall my offering be, While to the Lord I pray,
For all the gracious benefits And with God’s people I will meet,

God hath bestowed on me? My thankful vows to pay.



5. Not lightly doest Thou, Lord permit 6. Within God’s house, the house of prayer

Thy chosen saints to die; My soul shall bless the Lord,
From death thou hast delivered me;  And praises to God’s holy name
Thy servant, Lord, am L Let all the saints accord.

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON: Romans 5:1-8

Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which
we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3 And not only
that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces
endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character produces
hope, 5 and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured
into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.

6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for
theungodly. 7 Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though
perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. 8 But God proves
his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us.

GOSPEL: Matthew 9:35-10:8

35 Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues,
and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and curingevery disease and
every sickness. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because
they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said
to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 38 therefore
ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”

10 Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over
unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every
sickness. 2 These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known
as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother
John; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James
son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the
one who betrayed him. 5 These twelve Jesus sent out with the following
instructions: “Go nowhere among the Gentiles, and enter no town of the
Samaritans, 6 but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7 As you go,
proclaim the good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.” 8 Cure the sick,
raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You received without payment;
give without payment.

The Word of the Lord ... Thanks be to God.

SERMON Rev. Chip Roland



RESPONDING TO THE WORD

*HYMN 430

Come sing, O church in joy!

Come join, O church in song!

For Christ the Lord has led us
Through the ages long!

In bold accord, come celebrate

The journey now and praise the Lord!

Let courage be our friend,

Let wisdom be our guide,

As we in mission magnify

The Crucified!

In bold accord, come celebrate

The journey now and praise the Lord!

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (affirming together)

Come Sing, O Church in Joy!

Darwall’s 148t

Long years have come and gone

And still God reigns supreme,
Empowering us to catch the vision,
Dream the dream!

In bold accord, come celebrate

The journey now and praise the Lord!

Come sing, O church in joy!

Come join, O church, in song!

For Christ the Lord has triumphed
O’er the ages long!

In bold accord, come celebrate

The journey now and praise the Lord!

Text: Brian Dill, 1988
Music: John Darwall, 1770

from Philippians 2

CHRIST JESUS, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with
God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness. And being found in human form He humbled
himself and became obedient to the point of death -- even death on a cross.
Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every
name, So that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on
earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess

to the glory of God: Jesus Christ is Lord!

PASSING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you.

THE GIFT OF MUSIC

SEALING THE WORD

INTERCESSIONS AND SUPPLICATIONS

... In your mercy ... Lord hear our prayer



THE LORD’S PRAYER [we pray together]

OUR FATHER, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,

forever. Amen.

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

*HYMN 376

1. Love divine, all loves excelling,
Joy of heaven to earth come down,
Fix in us thy humble dwelling,
All thy faithful mercies crown!
Jesus, thou art all compassion,
Pure, unbounded love thou art;
Visit us with thy salvation,

Enter every trembling heart.

3. Come, Almighty to deliver,

Let us all thy life receive;

Suddenly return, and never,
Nevermore thy temples leave.

Thee we would be always blessing,
Serve thee as thy hosts above;

Pray, and praise thee without ceasing,
Glory in thy perfect love.

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

*POSTLUDE

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling Hyfrydol

2. Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit
Into every troubled breast!

Let us all in thee inherit,

Let us find the promised rest;

Take away the love of sinning

Alpha and Omega be;

End of faith as its beginning,

Set our hearts at liberty.

4. Finish, then, thy new creation:
Pure and spotless let us be;

Let us see thy great salvation
Perfectly restored in thee;

Changed from glory into glory

Till in heaven we take our place,
Till we cast our crowns before thee,
Lost in wonder, love and praise.

Text: Charles Wesley 1747
Music: Hugh Rowland Prichard, 1831

LEADING IN WORSHIP TODAY

The Rev. Chip Roland, Guest Preacher
Dr. J. Douglas McQueen , Guest Organist
Larry Hicks, Video Producer




WELCOME TO WESTMINSTER CHURCH OF PEORIA and this celebration of the Third Sunday
after Pentecost. We greet you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ and pray this service will be a
blessing to all who participate. We are also live-streamed on the world wide web at
www.westminsterpeoria.org. The webcast is covered by permissions granted by One License A
726060 for the use of musical portions of the service as well as to broadcast all music in the service
with permission of the various publishers.

TODAY WE WELCOME to our pulpit the Rev. Chip Roland. Chip is a Chaplain at OSF Saint
Francis Medical Center here in Peoria. He is an ordained Presbyterian teaching elder.

ALSO WELCOME to our good friend, Dr. J. Douglas McQueen who is presiding at the organ this
morning. We are grateful to Doug for sharing his many talents with Westminster Church over
the past nine plus years. Doug regularly sings in our choir and often fills in at the organ. He
retired some ten years ago as the long-time Organist and Choirmaster of St. Paul’s Episcopal
Cathedral on War Memorial Drive. It's always good to have Doug at the console.

THE PEORIA BACH FESTIVAL finished their first season as a resident program of Westminster
Church one week ago. The work of Dr. John Jost and Martin Dicke was tremendous, and it was
a true feast of the music of one of history’s greatest composers. We look forward to many more
seasons of collaboration between the Bach Festival and Westminster Church.

OOPS! You may notice that the scriptures and psalter are the same as last week’s scripture. This
was due to an error in some printed materials received from the denomination where the
lectionary is listed in one order in one place, and another in another. We thought we would let it
stand and get back into the rhythm of the lectionary. It is always interesting to hear what two fine
preachers have to say about the same texts. It helps to ever further enlighten the texts.

A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM

ALMIGHTY GOD, you have given us grace at this time

with one accord to make our common supplication to you;

and you have promised through your well-beloved Son

that when two or three are gathered together

in his Name you will be in the midst of them:

Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us;
granting us in this world knowledge of your truth,

and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.

OPEN HANDS, OPEN HEARTS, OPEN MINDS


http://www.westminsterpeoria.org/
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