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WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
1420 West Moss Avenue 
Peoria, Illinois  61606 

 

THE  TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 
20 August 2023                                                                                                          Ten O’clock 
 

 

GATHERING IN THE PRESENCE OF THE RISEN CHRIST 
 

 
PREPARATION                     Allegretto from Sonata VI, Opus 65, Nr. 4             Felix Mendelssohn 

 
WELCOME AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH FAMILY           Rev. Dr. Linda Philabaun
    

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
 
 One:  Happy are they who hear the word, 
            All:  hold it fast in an honest and good heart, 
            One:  and bear fruit with patient endurance. 
            All:  O taste and see, that the Lord is good; 
            One:  happy are those who take refuge in the Lord. 
            All:  May the Lord sanctify us in the truth.0 
                                                                                                          
*THE HYMN 142                         All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!                        Coronation 
 

1. All hail the power of Jesus’ name!  2. Ye chosen seed of Israel’s race, 
Let angels prostrate fall;    Ye ransomed from the fall, 
Bring forth the royal diadem,   Hail him who saves you by his grace, 
And crown him Lord of all!   And crown him Lord of all! 
Bring for the royal diadem,   Hail him who saves you by his grace, 
And crown him Lord of all!   And crown him Lord of all! 
 
3. Let every kindred, every tribe,   4. O that with yonder sacred throng, 
On this terrestrial ball,    We at his feet may fall! 
To him all majesty ascribe,   We’ll join the everlasting song, 

 And crown him Lord of all!   And crown him Lord of all! 
 To him all majesty ascribe,   We’ll join the everlasting song, 
 And crown him Lord of all!   And crown him Lord of all! 
 

Text: Edward Perronet, 1779, 1780 
Music:  Oliver Holden, 1793 

 

 



 

 

*CALL TO CONFESSION 

 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION  (praying together) 
 

O Lord, have mercy on us. Spare those who confess their faults. Restore those 
who are truly sorry for their sins according to your promises declared to the world 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Grant O merciful God, that we may live in Christ’s grace 
and grow more and more in his likeness and image, through Jesus Christ our 
Redeemer, the light of the world. Amen. 

 
*TIME OF SILENCE AND PERSONAL CONFESSION 
 
*KYRIE 

  
 

 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON   
 
*GLORIA PATRI 

                          

 
from Service in E-flat, Thomas Clark-Jones 

© 2005. All rights reserved. 

 
 



 

 

HEARING THE WORD 
 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (praying together) 
 

Jesus said : ask and you will receive; seek, and you will find; knock, and the door 
will be opened for you. God abounds in love and mercy and welcomes our return, 
for in Christ, God came to use that we might have abundant life.  
 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON:  1 Samuel 16:6-8 
 
6 When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed 
is now before the Lord.”a 7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his 
appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for 
the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but 
the Lord looks on the heart.” 8 Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass 
before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” 
 
The Word of the Lord …      Thanks be to God. 
 
*THE PSALTER                                   Psalm 133                                       Crimond 
   
1. Behold the goodness of our Lord  2. Like precious oil upon the head, 
How blest it is to be    A healing for our strife, 
A company of God’s beloved,   It flows throughout our common bond, 
In holy unity.     Refreshing all of life. 

 
3. As dew on Zion’s mountaintop 

Brings freshness to its door, 
Our Lord commands this in our midst 

And brings life evermore. 
Text: Fred R. Anderson, 1986 

Music: Jessie Seymour Irvine, 1872 
  

 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
 
1I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, 
a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2aGod has not 
rejected his people whom he foreknew. 

 

... 29for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30Just as you were 
once disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their 
disobedience, 31so they have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy 
shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. 32For God has imprisoned all in 
disobedience so that he may be merciful to all. 

 
  

https://biblia.com/bible/nrsv/1-samuel/16/6-8#footnote1


 

 

 GOSPEL: Matthew 15:(10-20) 
 

10Then he called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand: 11it 
is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of 
the mouth that defiles.” 12Then the disciples approached and said to him, “Do 
you know that the Pharisees took offense when they heard what you said?” 13He 
answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be 
uprooted. 14Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind 
person guides another, both will fall into a pit.” 15But Peter said to him, “Explain 
this parable to us.” 16Then he said, “Are you also still without 
understanding? 17Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the 
stomach, and goes out into the sewer? 18But what comes out of the mouth 
proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. 19For out of the heart come evil 
intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander. 20These are 
what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.” 

 

 
The Word of the Lord …           Thanks be to God. 

 
 

 
SERMON                               “The Real You”                Rev. Dr. Linda Philabaun
                                                                                                                

 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
 
*HYMN  319                                                            Spirit                                                     

 
Spirit, sprit of gentleness,  

Blow through the wilderness, calling and free, 
Spirit, spirit of restlessness,  

Stir me from placidness, Wind, wind on the sea. 
  
  
 

1. You moved on the waters,   2. You swept through the desert, 
You called to the deep,    You stung with the sand, 
Then you coaxed up the mountains   And you gifted your people 
From the valleys of sleep,    With a law and a land, 
And over the eons     And when they were blinded 
You called to each thing,    With their idols and lies, 
“Awake from your slumbers   Then you spoke through your prophets 
And rise on your wings.” (Refrain)  To open their eyes.  (Refrain) 
 



 

 

3. You sang in a stable,    4. You call from tomorrow, 
You cried from a hill,    You break ancient schemes, 
Then you whispered in silence   From the bondage of sorrow 
When the whole world was still,   The captives dream dreams; 
And down in the city    Our women see visions, 
You called once again    Our men clear their eyes, 
When you blew through your people  With bold new decisions 
On the rush of the wind. (Refrain)  Your people arise.  (Refrain) 

 

Text and Music James K. Manley, 1975 
 

 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (affirming together)                               The Apostle’s Creed  
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he 
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen.                                               

 
PASSING OF THE PEACE            

 

The peace of Christ be with you.    And also with you. 

 
THE GIFT OF MUSIC               Et misericordia, from Magnificat in C                             Johann Pachelbel 

Kate Kortemeier, Mezzo-soprano soloist 

 

Text: And his mercy is for those that fear him. 

 
 

SEALING THE WORD 
 

 
INTERCESSIONS AND SUPPLICATIONS                    

              

  … In your mercy … Lord hear our prayer 

 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER [we pray together] 

OUR FATHER, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 



 

 

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 

 
*HYMN 347               Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive                
Detroit 
 

1. “Forgive our dins as we forgive,”  2. How can your pardon reach and bless 
You taught us, Lord, to pray,   The unforgiving heart 
But you alone can grant us grace   That broods on wrongs and will not let 
To live the words we say.    Old bitterness depart? 
 
3. In blazing light your cross reveals  4. Lord, cleanse the depths within our souls 
The truth we dimly knew:    And bid resentment cease, 
What trivial debts are owed to us,  Then, bound to all in bonds of love, 
How great our debt to you!   Our lives will spread your peace. 

 

Text: Rosamond E. Herklots, 1969, 1983 
Music: Kentucky Harmony, 1820                                                                         

  

 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 
*POSTLUDE                               Fugue from Sonata II, Opus 65, Nr. 2                      Felix Mendelssohn 

 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

LEADING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

        Rev. Dr. Linda Philabaun, Guest Preacher 
Dr. Polly Brecht , Organist-Choirmaster 
Kate Kortemeier,  Mezzo-soprano Soloist 

Larry Hicks, Video Producer 
 
 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Service music: Thomas Clark-Jones, © 2005, all rights reserved. 

              
WE WELCOME THOSE VISITING WESTMINSTER TODAY and trust this service celebrating 
the Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost will be a blessing.  The Rev. Dr. Linda Philabaun in our Worship 
Leader and Preacher again this morning, as she will be through the month of August.  Dr. Philabaun 
is a retired Minister of Word and Sacrament of the Presbyterian Church (USA).  Please make Dr. 
Philabaun feel welcome here in this welcoming congregation! 
 
WE ALSO WELCOME Kate Kortemeier, our alto soloist in the Westminster Choir as our summer 
soloist today. Kate Kortemeier holds a BA in music education from Goshen College.  She has sung 
and soloed with the Bradley Community Choir in Peoria, the Platteville (WI) Community Choir, 
Camerata Singers of Elkhart IN, and Goshen (IN) Community Choir.  She enjoys taking care of her 
organic garden and sells flowers at the Metamora Farmers Market. 
 

Service leaflet preparation, tcj. 
 

________________________________________________________________ 

Open hands, open hearts, open minds 


