Westminster Weekly Window
May 12, 2024

Today’sMessage “Our Image of God”

ScriptureReadings
Today: Acts 1:15-17, 21-26; Ps. 1; 1 John 5:9-13; John 17:6-19

May 19, 2024: Acts 2:1-21; Ps. 104:24-34, 35b; Rom. 8:22-27; John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15

Serving ThisMorning Serving NextSunday-May 19
Usher — Abbie Alexander Usher — Peggy Bragg

Greeter — Dick Helfrich Greeter — Dick Helfrich

Coffee Hour — Open Coffee Hour — Open

Happening This Week - May 12-May 19,2024

Men’s Coffee Group at Panera’s at Westlake at 7:30a on Wednesday of every week

May 11 - WestMark Food Pantry Fundraiser, BINGO! — Fellowship Hall from 6 — 9PM — For All Ages
May 12 - Coffee Fellowship 10:00a - Sunday Worship 10:30a - Please be seated at the sound of the chime
May 12 - HEPOYINGIRCESIDEE @

May 13 - WM Food Pantry Open 9-11a

May 13 - Greenway Monthly Meeting, Parlor at 7p

May 16 - Choir Rehearsal 6p

May 19 - Coffee Fellowship 10:00a - Sunday Worship 10:30a — Day of Pentecost

Looking Ahead

All Drop-offs for WICC sale items are Thursdays from 9-11a with Steve Sager. Call (309) 224-6237 to arrange.
May 20 - 31 - WICC Sale Set Up - Fellowship Hall, Parish House Foyer, Library; Time — As Needed

May 23 - Foster Parent - Relative Caregiver Support, Fellowship Hall from 6 — 8 PM
May 27 - Church Office closed for Memorial Day
May 27 - WestMark Food Pantry closed for Memorial Day

June 2 - Polly Brecht Organ and Harpsichord all Bach Program at 4p
(Part of the Iben Series and kicks off the Bachfest)

June 3-7 - WICC Sale Set Up - Fellowship Hall — Foyer, Monday-Friday from 9a-3p
June 3-7 - BACH FEST; Mon-Fri at 12:05 PM; Fri - Festival Concert at 7:30 PM

June 8 - WICC/Moss Avenue Day Sale, Parish Hall from 7a-4p

MayBirthdays

2 Stephanie Ashton 14 Jerrie Ruck 26 Alice Nash
2 Megan Walker 15 Elizabeth Muir 26 Marilyn Luman
7 Jack Allen 16 Jeff Case
14 Susan Leighty 17 Bill Allen
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GOD IN FEMININE FORM

Our God language matters because it is how we conceptualize that which we hold as ideal. And in Western
culture, which is deeply tied to Empire types of Christianity, Christian metaphors for God have been mired for
centuries in tradition, sexism, and power. The pervasive idea that God equals male turned into male equals
God. It has damaged us all at every level from personal to societal, and it needs to change.

This is not a new movement—for decades, womanist and feminist scholars have pointed out the harm done by
male-centric God talk. Feminine images and language for God are found in the Jewish and Christian
scriptures, which include references to God as a compassionate mother, a midwife, a woman in labor, and
many more. She bakes bread to feed the hungry, shelters Her baby chicks, and nurses Her babies. Julian of
Norwich, a 14th-century female theologian and saint wrote: “As truly as God is our Father, so truly God is our
Mother.” In the 20th century, Pope John Paul I echoed Julian when he said, “God is our Father; even more
God is our Mother.”

But our texts and traditions have named and imagined divinity as “He” for so often and for so long that many
of us have started to think God is actually masculine and male. This has enormous implications for how
children of all genders grow up imagining (or not) their essence as part of the Image of God. Masculine
language for God contributes to a world in which women and girls remain marginalized and seen as less than,
and the mothering and feminine qualities in all genders are undervalued. Feminine God-language is liberating
for us all.

One of the womanist scholars doing crucial work today is Dr. Rev. Wil Gafney, professor of Hebrew Bible at
Brite Divinity School. Rev. Gafney teaches that often the feminine aspects of the divine were repressed in the
translations; however, in the very grammar of the original languages, God is also our "Mother" and "She." She
believes that it’s high time we recovered God in feminine form in our texts and metaphors for the sake of all
genders. “As long as a masculine God remains at the top of the pyramid,” Rev. Gafney says, “nothing else we
do matters.”

And in actuality, She is actually already in the texts that many people consider sacred scripture. Rev. Gafney,
says, there’s been a conspiracy in biblical translation. Here’s Rev. Gafney’s translation of Job 33:4 with the
oft-repressed feminine grammar restored (used by permission).

“The Spirit of God, She has made me, and the breath of the nursing God, She gives me life.” Job 33:4

Why We Need Explicitly Feminine God-language
I was in my 30s before | first heard God referred to as She in a church service. It was actually during a song.
Just one verse had been revised to include feminine pronouns.
I have a Maker
She formed my heart
Before even time began
My life was in Her hand
She knows my name
She knows my every thought
She sees each tear that falls
And She hears me when | call

But that one verse was enough. Singing those familiar words to She broke open a dam inside of me. | began to
weep in my seat. [ didn’t realize how much I had felt excluded as a woman from the concept that we are all
“created in the image of God” until that moment amid my tear.

Read the full article by Daneen Akers at Holy Troublemakers.
https://www.holytroublemakers.com/blog/god-in-feminine-form



https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/acts-of-faith/wp/2018/07/03/is-god-male-the-episcopal-church-debates-whether-to-change-its-book-of-common-prayer/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zLfpaRhsSUI
https://www.holytroublemakers.com/blog/god-in-feminine-form

