
 
 

Westminster Weekly Window 
June 23, 2024 

T oday’s Message  “Life In The Boat” 
 

 
Scripture Readi n g s  

Today:    1 Sam 17:(1a, 4-11, 19-23), 32-49, Ps. 9:9-20; Job 38:1-11, Ps. 107:1-3, 23-32; 2 Cor. 6:1-13; Mark 4:35-41 

June 30, 2024: 2 Sam 1:1, 17-27, Ps. 130; Lam.3:22-33, Ps. 30; 2 Cor. 8:7-15; Mark 5:21-43 
 
S e r v i n g  This M o r n in g  S e r v i n g  Next Sunda y – June 30  
Usher – Abbie Alexander Usher – Jacksons 

Greeter – Dick Helfrich 

Coffee Hour – Open 

Greeter – Dick Helfrich 

Coffee Hour – Open 

Happening This Week – June 23 -June 30, 202 4 
 

June 23 - Coffee Fellowship 10:00a - Sunday Worship 10:30a – When you hear the chime, quietly and with a worshipful  
      attitude, make your way to your seat. 

June 23 - After worship the recommendation of the Westminster Forward Committee will be presented. Look for this  
       correspondence to come via mail and e-mail. 

June 23 – Today’s Chancel Flower Dedication is given by the Raffertys, in Memory of our good friends Bud and Margaret  
       Rose 

June 24 - WestMark Food Pantry, 9-11a 

June 26 - Men’s Coffee Group at Panera’s at Westlake at 7:30a (Wednesday of every week) 

June 28 - Staff meeting, in the main office, 9:30a 

June 30 – Pastor Tim will be out on vacation; Rev. Chip Roland will supply the pulpit 

June 30  - Coffee Fellowship 10:00a - Sunday Worship 10:30a – When you hear the chime, quietly and with a worshipful  
       attitude, make your way to your seat. 

June 30 - After worship the recommendation of the Westminster Forward Committee will be presented. Look for this  
      correspondence to come via mail and e-mail. 

 

L o o k i n g  Ahead 
 

July 4 - Independence Day - Church office will be closed 

July 8 - Greenway Monthly Meeting, Parlor at 7p 

July 9-14 - Pastor Tim will be out of the office and will return Tues., July 16. Rev. Chip Roland will supply the pulpit. 

July 25 - Foster Parent – Relative Caregiver Support, Fellowship Hall from 6-8p 

 

 
J une Birthdays 
 

2 Jessica Case 

4 Karen Buenneke 

  4 Mary Dill 

  9 Dewey Fitch 

12  Donald Bell 26 Nancee Dykstra 

15 Larry Hicks   

19 Alma Fassett 

26 Phyllis Rafferty    

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Phone 309-673-8501 1420 W. Moss Avenue - Peoria, Illinois 61606 
Fax 309-673-6708                                                  Office Hours 

Email office@westminsterpeoria.org Monday - Friday, 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM 

Website     westminsterpeoria.org 

YouTube                   WPC Channel 

Facebook WPC Page



 
 

A Commentary on Mark 4:35-41 

Awakened, Jesus calms the storm and displays his lordship over creation, but even more, he uses 
the opportunity to guide the disciples into deeper knowledge. They have just experienced a in real 
time parable. Having spoken to the sea, he now speaks to the disciples. 

There are any number of ways we might read into his questions, but it seems to me that Jesus is 
connecting their faith in him to their fear/timidity (see the textual point below about the two different 
words used in verses 40-41 to speak of fear). “Do you not yet have faith?” Jesus asks, thereby 
answering his first question, “Why are you afraid?” 

What might have been different if they did have faith in Jesus as more than just a man? Might they 
have woken him up and instead of questioning why he is not as fearful and concerned as them, 
might they have asked him to intervene? We see a little growth with Peter on another journey on the 
Sea of Galilee, when as his faith falters, he cries out to Jesus to save him. There too, Jesus asks 
about his faith and doubt. There, instead of just being filled with awe and asking “Who is this?” Peter 
proclaims Jesus as the Son of God. (Matthew 14.22-33) 

Unlike in Matthew and Luke, Mark places this event on the same day as the seed parables about 
the Kingdom of God that we read last week. (Though Luke does have the parable of the sower and 
the soils close to the stilling of the storm.) Could it be that Mark chose to understand Jesus stilling 
the storm as another image of the small Kingdom seed’s great power? The Jesus they brought onto 
the boat was just as he was, a tired man. But what does he do? He shows himself to be the one with 
authority over the forces of nature and the things that threaten our physical lives. He calls us to 
courage and faith in him, just as he is, and shows us that we cannot assume we understand who he 
is or how he works. Just as he is, it turns out, is rather great and mighty, powerful and present—
even if, for a time, it looks like he is sleeping. 

Textual Points 

Two different Greek words are used to talk about fear in this passage. Jesus asks the disciples why 
they are deilos, whereas the disciples are said to be filled with great phobos. The fear Jesus asks 
about is related to internal cowardice or timidity—something that keeps you from action. Phobos, on 
the other hand, is a type of terror or awe one experiences by something external, like what happens 
to you when you encounter the powerful Son of God firsthand. It is perhaps by experiencing the 
second kind of fear that one’s faith is built up enough to counter the first kind… 

Many exegetes see a parallel between Jonah and Jesus in this story. In fact, they point to parallel 
language and storytelling to the Septuagint Old Testament text. A similar kind of fear causes a 
frenzy among Jonah’s crew mates and the storm subsides as he is thrown overboard (see 
especially Jonah 1.10). But Jesus is greater than Jonah: Jesus controls the winds and the sea. Nor 
is Jesus running away from his calling, just as he will not run away from becoming a sacrifice. 

Illustration Idea 

Have you ever been told by another adult to “calm down” or “stop feeling ____”? Doesn’t really work, 
does it? In fact, I find that it tends to just compound the number of feelings I’m experiencing rather 
than diminishing them. And, it makes me feel like the person telling me to calm down doesn’t 
actually care about me or what’s going on. 

I especially appreciate, then, that Jesus doesn’t tell the disciples how to feel as they are in the midst 
of the storm. Notice that the only things told to calm down are the waves and the only thing literally 
rebuked is the wind. Some read Jesus’s question as a rebuke of the disciples, and it might be, but 
the Greek text simply says that Jesus said his question. And even in the question, we see that Jesus 
is not speaking to the feelings, but to the disposition of their hearts: they need faith in order to not be 
cowards. Jesus takes us, just as we are, and leads us to get to the heart of the matter of what we’re 
feeling.          by Chelsey Harmon 


