2nd SUNDAY OF ADVENT - PEACE

Westminster Presbyterian Church 12/08/2024 - 10:30aM

GATHERING IN THE PRESENCE OF THE RISEN CHRIST

THE PREPARATION Two settings of Nun Komm, Der Heiden Heiland Dietrich Buxtehude
Savior of the Nations, Come Helmut Walcha

WELCOME

*CALL TO WORSHIP One: Magnify the Lord, for she has done great things.

She is mindful of the least and the last.
All: We praise the one who builds up the poor
And casts down the powerful.
One: A child is coming who will turn the world upside down.
Let us be like his mother and worship while we wait.
All: We worship God, who performs mighty deeds
With her arm and gives voice to the outcast.
One: She fills the hungry with good things
And sends the rich away with empty.
All: We will wait and not be afraid.

OPENING PRAYER
LIGHTING OF THE Veni Emmanuel (sung together)
SECOND ADVENT Vs.2 0 come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by Thine

CANDLE - PEACE advent here; Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, And death’s

dark shadows put to flight. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come
to thee, O Israel!

One: In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth, and set lights in
the sky - sun and moon and stars. By these stars, our ancestors charted
their journeys. By these stars, they knew God was with them.

All: Today we light two candles to bring the fire of the stars down from
heaven to earth, to nestle among the greens.

One: We name this candle Hope. (light the first candle)

One: We name this candle Peace. (light the second candle)

All: We too are on a journey, and we do not always know the way. But
we chart our path by the star of peace. Even when violence and
fear are raging and peace seems like a pipedream, we set our
face steadily towards the light.



One: Listen now to the plea of the apostle Paul:

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace
of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:6-7)

All:  Lord Jesus, as we search for signs of peace this week, help us to
become the signs of peace that others are searching for. As these
candles are but a glimpse of the light of the heavens, help us to be
a glimpse of heaven'’s peace. - Amen.

*HYMN 13 Prepare the Way Bereden Vag For Herran
CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (RESPONSIVE)
0 God, we have tried to cover up our sins, yet you know the disorder we
have caused in our lives. You have witnessed our poor choices and our
destructive habits. We have denied our baptism and ignored the
responsibilities of discipleship. The good we do is often self-serving,
while we avoid all the claims of gospel partnership. Hear our cries of
repentance and turn our lives around so we may know the wonder of
your forgiveness. Amen.

Lord, in your mercy... Hear our prayers.

TIME FOR SILENCE AND PERSONAL CONFESSION
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ASSURANCE OF PARDON
*GLORIA (sung together) Winchester New

All Praise to You, eternal Son, Whose advent has our freedom won.
Whom with the Father we adore, And Holy Spirit, evermore.

HEARING THE WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Malachi 3:1-4
The Word of the Lord... Thanks be to God.



HYMN 602 Song of Zechariah Merle’s Tune
EPISTLE: Philippians 1:3-11

GOSPEL: Luke 3:1-6

The Word of the Lord... Thanks be to God.
SERMON: “A Small Response is Better than None” Rev. Tim Mitchell
RESPONDING TO THE WORD
Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light Ermuntre Dich
*HYMN 26
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Library of Worship, Robert Webber)
ONE:
[ hear a voice in the wilderness: “Prepare the way
of the Lord; make straight in the desert a highway
for our God.”
ALL:
I believe every valley shall be lifted up and
every mountain and hill be made low; I believe
the uneven ground shall become level, and the
rough places a plain, I believe the glory of the
Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it
together For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.
*PASSING OF THE PEACE
May the peace of Christ be with you. And also with you.
John Scott
THE GIFT OF MUSIC Creator of the Stars at Night
(see Hymn 4 for text)
T
SEALING THE WORD
INTERCESSIONS AND
SUPPLICATIONS
In your mercy.... Lord, hear our prayer.

THE LORD’S PRAYER (PRAYING TOGETHER) OUR FATHER, who art in
heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us



this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as
we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

*HYMN 14 Savior of the Nations, Come Nun Komm, der
Heiden Heiland

*CHARGE AND

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus Kristin Langlois

Jefferson/Nun komm der Heiden Heiland
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Open Miund's Open Hands Open Heart
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