5 SUNDAY IN LENT

Westminster Presbyterian Church
4/6/2025 - 10:30AM

GATHERING IN THE PRESENCE OF THE RISEN CHRIST

THE PREPARATION A Solemn Prelude on a tune by Thomas Tallis Gerald Near
Introit Create in me a Clean Heart
_ (The congregation is invited to sing the 2 time)
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Lord, And take notyour Ho - ly  Spir-it from me.

WELCOME

*CALL TO WORSHIP
We come to worship because we long for mercy.
We long for community. We long for God.
We come to worship because we need a good word.
We need connection. We need moral reminders.
We come to worship because we are in between:
hope and grief, faith and doubt,
joy and longing, curiosity and conviction.
So we come to worship and God meets us here.
Surely, we are not alone. Thanks be to God for meeting us in the middle! Amen.

OPENING PRAYER

*HYMN 100 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross Rockingham
CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (UNISON)

Merciful God, when we fail to be righteous show us mercy.
When we fail to be merciful, teach us what is right. Again and again,
draw us closer to you. Again and again, reveal to us the way.
Amen.

TIME FOR SILENCE AND PERSONAL CONFESSION



KYRIE Lord, Have Mercy
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Christ, have mer-cy;  Lord, have mer-ey up - on us.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON (RESPONSIVELY)

Family of faith, hear and believe this good news:
When we fail to be righteous, God is merciful.
When we fail to be merciful,

God invites us to try again.

Again and again, God moves closer to us.
Again and again, God shows us the way.
Thanks be to God for this unending love.

Amen.

HEARING THE WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: [saiah 43:16-21

The Word of the Lord.... Thanks be to God.

*PSALM 126 When God Restored Our Common Life
(see insert)

EPISTLE: Phillipians 3:9b-14

The Word of the Lord... Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL: Luke 19:1-10

SERMON: “Becoming Free”

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

Rev. Chip Roland



HYMN 76 My Song is Love Unknown Love Unknown

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (IN UNISON).

In a world thatloves to cast blame and point fingers, Jesus loved by different rules. He offered mercy.
He invited people to dinner. He told stories of love. He chose to see the best in others.

We believe that small acts of mercy and compassion have ripple effects in our lives.

We believe that small acts of righteousness and justice are integral to a life of faith.

So, like Christ, we believe in offering mercy, inviting people to dinner, telling stories of love, and
choosing to see the best in others.

With God’s help, may it be so.

Amen.
*PASSING OF THE PEACE
May the peace of Christ be with you. And also with you.
THE GIFT OF MUSIC Solus ad Victimam Kennth Leighton

Alone to sacrifice thou goest, Lord. Giving thyself to Death, whom thou hast slain.
For us thy wretched folk is any word? Who knew that for our sins this is thy pain?
For they are ours, O Lord, our deeds. Why must thou suffer torture for our sins?

Let our hearts suffer in thy Pasion, Lord, that very suffering may thy mercy win,
This is the night of tears, the three days’ space. Sorrow abiding in the eventide until
the daybreak with the risen Christ and hearts that sorrowed shall be satisfied.

So may our hearts share in thine anguish, Lord that thy may sharers of thy glory be;
Heavy with weeping may the three days pass to win the laughter of thine Easter Day.

1.
SEALING THE WORD
INTERCESSIONS AND SUPPLICATIONS
In your mercy... Lord, hear our prayer.

THE LORD’S PRAYER (PRAYING TOGETHER)

OUR FATHER, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on Earth, as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and glory, forever.
Amen

CARRYING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

*HYMN 84 In the Cross of Christ I Glory Rathbun

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE Toccata on Aberystwyth David Bednall
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The Rev. Tim Mitchell
Dr. Polly Brecht, Organist-Choirmaster
Lara Reem, soprano - Joseph Strauss, tenor
Kate Kortemeier, alto - J. Douglas McQueen, tenor
David Kortemeier, bass

Open Miund Open Hands Open Heart
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