5 SUNDAY OF EASTER

Westminster Presbyterian Church
5/18/2025 - 10:30AM

GATHERING IN THE PRESENCE OF THE RISEN CHRIST

THE PREPARATION Meditation on Alleluia No. 1 A.D Miller
Salzburg/ Alle Menschen Mussen sterben Robert J. Powell

WELCOME

*CALL TO WORSHIP

As we gather this day, each of us brings something to worship -
We bring the burdens of the week.

We bring the prayers of hope, and prayers of anguish,
Prayers of endings and new beginnings.

We bring our voices, our offerings, and our questions.
We bring our faith, tattered or whole as it may be.
We bring all this to each other and to God, whom we worship today.

OPENING PRAYER
*HYMN 376 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling Hyfrydol

CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (UNISON)

0 God, you are slow to anger and swift to have mercy. Forgive us when we treat time as a commodity
or an enemy, when we abuse your gift of time. In our fastness and our slowness, help us to keep pace
with you. Free us to live in your time, a new time, in which there is a time for everything under heaven,
and slow is not too slow, and fast is not too fast. Transform us into people who see time as a gift and
a friend, who live as if we have time, because we know that your time will never cease. Through Jesus
we pray, Amen.

TIME FOR SILENCE AND PERSONAL CONFESSION

KYRIE HYMN 565 Lord Have Mercy John Weaver

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

GLORIA HYMN 567 Glory to the Father John Weaver
HEARING THE WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Ecclesiastes 3:1-8

The Word of the Lord.... Thanks be to God.



*PSALM 148 Hymn 256 Let The Whole Creation Cry Salzburg
EPISTLE: Revelations 21:1-6

GOSPEL: John 13:31-35

The Word of the Lord... Thanks be to God.
SERMON: “Closing Time” Rev. Tim Mitchell
RESPONDING TO THE WORD
HYMN 358 Help Us Accept Each Other Baronita

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (UNISON)
We believe in God, who created us,

who loves us and makes us whole.

We believe in Jesus Christ, God’s Son,
whose death and resurrection

is our salvation

and our example.

We believe in the Holy Spirit of God.
Who calls us to abundant life. Amen.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE

May the peace of Christ be with you. And also with you.

THE GIFT OF MUSIC Ukrainian Alleluia Craig Courtney
Alleluia

L)
SEALING THE WORD
INTERCESSIONS AND SUPPLICATIONS

In your mercy... Lord, hear our prayer.

THE LORD’S PRAYER (PRAYING TOGETHER)

OUR FATHER, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on Earth, as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and glory, forever.
Amen



CARRYING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

*HYMN 448 Lead On, O King Eternal Llangloffan
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE Toccata on Hyfrydol Craig Phillips

Our Times are in Your Hands

God of new beginnings, God of sacred endings,

we gather tonight under the shade of a darkened sky,
in this in-between time and space,

unsure of what the future holds...

awaiting transformation, renewal,

the chance to begin again.

Our times are in Your hands, O God,

give us hope for the journey.

We have traveled through dangers seen and unseen,
we have tiptoed through dark nights of the souls

and wrestled against powers that should have kept us
down.

Our times are in Your hands, O Lord,

give us courage for the journey.

Encourage us to be ever mindful of Your Still Speaking
Voice;

to dance without fear when the morning has come,
and to know that with the coming of Your Light

fear must release its death-grip on our lives.

Our times are in Your hands, O God,

give us light for the journey.

Today we stand in this present moment,

frustrated by miscarriages of justice,

angered by the lack of collective concern for black and
brown bodies,

exasperated with a broken immigration policy,

racism, sexism, homophobia, mass incarceration

and we deeply grieve the growing numbers of deaths by
gun violence;

can we make it through this night without some form of
gun violence?

Our times our in Your hands, O God,

give us justice for the journey.

The future stretches out before us full of mystery and
full of surprise.
We need You, God of New Beginnings, to set the course,
and guide our feet in the way of righteousness.
Our times are in Your hands, Triune God,
give us life.

For everything there is a season:
And a time for every matter under heaven:

A time to be born and a time to die.
A time to plant,
and a time to pluck up what is planted.

A time to break down, and a time to build up.
A time to weep and a time to laugh.

A time to keep and a time to throw away.
A time to be silent and a time to speak.

A time to love and a time to hate.
A time for war and a time for peace.

God has made everything suitable for its time.
God has put a sense of past and future into our
minds.

God has done this, so that all should stand in awe before
him.
Whatever God does endures forever.



Leading in worship today:

The Rev. Tim Mitchell
Dr. Polly Brecht, Organist-Choirmaster
Lara Reem, soprano - Joseph Strauss, tenor
Kate Kortemeier, alto - J. Douglas McQueen, tenor
David Kortemeier, bass
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