
 
  

 
 

Westminster Weekly Window 
July 27, 2025 

 

T oday’s Message   “Cultivating Persistence” 

 
Scripture Readi n g s  

Today: Semicontinuous: Hos. 1:2-10 and Ps. 85; 

  Complementary:  Gen. 18:20-32 and Ps. 138; Col. 2:6-15 (16-19); Luke 11:1-13 

August 3, 2025: Semicontinuous: Hos. 11:11 and Ps. 107:1-9. 43; 

  Complementary: Eccl. 1:2, 12-14, 2:18-23 and Ps. 49:1-12; Col. 3:1-11; Luke 12:13-21 
 

 

S e r v i n g  This M o r n in g  S e r v i n g  Next Sunda y – Aug. 3 

Usher – Suellen Kirkwood Usher –  Laura Van Riper

Greeter – Dick Helfrich Greeter – Dick Helfrich 

  
 

Happening This Week – July 27 –  August 3, 2025 
 

July 27 – Sunday Service 10:30 a.m.  

July 28 – WestMark Food Pantry, 9-11 a.m. 

July 29 – The Care Team, 9-12 p.m.   

July 30 – Men’s Coffee Group at Panera’s at Westlake at 7:30 a.m. (Wednesday of every week) 

August 3 – Sunday Service, 10:30 a.m. 

 
L o o k i n g  Ahead 
 

August 4 – WestMark Food Pantry, 9-11 a.m.  

August 10  – Sunday Service, 10:30 a.m. 

August 11 to 15 – Parish House Cleanup 

September 5 – First Friday 

 

 

 

 

 
J uly Birthdays 
     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lane closure for the Moss Avenue Reconstruction affects the southside of W Moss Avenue from N Western Avenue.  

Please watch for flaggers and be mindful of the road work. 

06 Jill Bell 22 Alan Willadsen 

13 Olivia Richmond 23 Kim Fisher 

14 Donald Shay 27 Amy Streibich & Tom Richmond 

15 Caden Richmond 29 Steven Sager 

19 John Grimes 30 Dorothy Crozier 

20 Parker Richmond   
 

   

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 

Phone 309-673-8501      1420 W. Moss Avenue – Peoria, IL 61606   Website westminsterpeoria.org 

Fax 309-673-6708               Office Hours    YouTube WPC Channel 

            Monday – Friday, 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM   Facebook WPC Page 

Email office@westminsterpeoria.org 
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Please remember to turn lights off after your events and ensure that doors are locked. Thank you. 

Westminster Parish Hall Development Update – Summer 2025 

Dear Westminster Family, 
 

Though summer has brought a slower pace, work continues around Parish Hall, and the vision for a space that blesses 

our wider community remains very much alive. 
 

Where Things Stand 
 

You may recall our initial hope to repurpose Parish Hall for an early childhood education program. After a thorough 

assessment by the relevant education authorities, it became clear that the current state of the building and the timeline 

required for rehabilitation made this unfeasible for the near future. That said, conversations remain open for future 

possibilities once nearby construction projects conclude and our own renovations progress. 
 

New Possibility: A Non-Profit Hub 
 

In light of this, we are exploring a new and exciting opportunity—transforming Parish Hall into a collaborative hub for 

local non-profits. Picture shared workspaces, meeting rooms, and community-driven programs all under one roof (a roof 

that needs to be replaced soon!). We are currently in conversation with several organizations who are seeking new 

homes and whose missions align with our own. 
 

However, this vision does come with some zoning challenges. Leasing space—even to non- profits—can shift the 

property’s designation, creating new restrictions. We are currently discerning our next steps, which may include seeking 

broader community support, engaging local leaders, and advocating for creative solutions. Please keep this process in 

prayer, that we might find a path forward that honors our mission and serves our neighbors well. 
 

The Gift of Service 
 

We have been deeply blessed by a group of youth and adult volunteers who have come alongside us in recent weeks. 

They’ve helped with landscaping, supported the food pantry, and brought new energy to our shared spaces. These young 

people serve in order to earn opportunities like summer camps and mission trips, and we are exploring ways 

Westminster might offer them a financial gift of gratitude for their time and care—a chance for us to bless a ministry 

that is doing powerful work with local students. 
 

Expanding Our Reach 
 

In addition to the renovation work itself, we’ve begun welcoming new groups into our building. This includes gatherings, 

study groups, and ministries serving youth and families. We’ve also fielded several inquiries about ongoing office, 

kitchen, and event space use. These conversations are still in progress, and we look forward to sharing more as 

partnerships take shape. 
 

Facility Needs + Next Steps 
 

As we continue to dream, several practical projects are on the horizon: 

• Renovation of bathrooms 

• Wall repair and painting 

• Exploration of air conditioning options 

• Roof repairs following recent leaks 

• Exploration of solar energy solutions 

We are grateful for the volunteers and staff who continue to push this work forward and are assembling a full project 

plan as we prioritize next steps. Thank you, Westminster, for your continued prayers, support, and shared vision. We 

believe this building can become a true asset for the common good—and we are grateful to be in this work with you. 
 
 

With hope and gratitude, 

Eric Potter 

Development Director 

Westminster Presbyterian Church 



 
  

 
 

 

First Fridays at Westminster Hall 

 A West Bluff Community Arts Experience 

 First Fridays at Westminster will be a monthly music-based arts event series launching Friday, September 5, 

2025, created to foster connection and creativity in the West Bluff. 

Hosted at Westminster Presbyterian Church’s Westminster Hall, the series invites neighbors, local artists, and 

friends from across the community to gather on the first Friday of each month for a relaxed evening of live music, 

light refreshments, and conversation. Events begin at 5:00 p.m. and conclude between 7:00 and 8:00 p.m., 

offering a flexible structure that supports brief visits or whole-evening stays. 

Music will serve as the central element of the evening. Each gathering will include a featured musician and other 

performers. A designated musical host will curate the lineup, select artists, and manage artist costs and 

payments. The series will focus on contemporary music genres including folk, pop, country, and classic rock. 

Performers will reflect the diversity of talent rooted in the local community and extending across Central Illinois. 

Over time, additional creative elements—such as visual art displays, pop-up performances, or guest 

collaborations—may be incorporated as resources and interest allow. 

The space will be arranged to accommodate a range of engagement—from those who wish to focus on the 

performance to those who prefer to connect informally while music plays in the background. Light food and drinks 

will be available for a suggested donation. All proceeds will go to the WestMark Food Pantry, a joint initiative of 

Westminster Presbyterian Church and St. Mark’s Catholic Church. 

Funding for the series will come from the Iben Endowment at Westminster. A portion of that support will go to the 

musical host, who will also allocate payment to participating artists. The series is not designed for revenue 

generation but as a recurring, community-driven experience that centers music and creativity as sources of 

neighborhood connection. 

By basing the event in live music and the local arts community, First Fridays at Westminster seeks to become a 

reliable space for West Bluff neighbors to gather, recharge, and support Peoria’s artistic community. 

Sound like fun - you can join Tom and Elizabeth Richmond and some Church neighborhood friends plan these 

fun First Fridays - call Elizabeth to find out when the next planning meeting is - 309-672-2377. 

 Moving Forward - Westminster Forward 

 

There is a lot going on at Westminster as we move forward with all of the ideas that were part of the 

Westminster Forward committee. Eric has provided an update of the work he has been doing, and the First 

Fridays at Westminster are slated to start 9/5/25. We have many projects, big and small, that we can all help 

with as we get ready for this next chapter at Westminster. I have asked Session members to turn in lists of 

things that need to get done so we can all have an opportunity to help. Please let Erikah know if any of these 

listed items sound like something you would like to help with. More items will appear in the future. 

 

How you can help - the week of August 4th : 

 

• Sort board games and make sure all the pieces are there. 

• See if the Popcorn machine works - and clean it 

• Sort craft supplies 

• clean 2 wood highchairs 

• Sort paper goods in the Fellowship hall that could be used for coffee hour 

• Painting – bathrooms would need to be done first. 

 


