
 

 

 

 

GATHERING IN THE PRESENCE OF THE RISEN CHRIST, 
  

THE PREPARATION    Veni Emmanuel         Gerald Near 
         O Magnum Mysterium           Morten Lauridsen 
            The Angel Gabriel           John Bryan 
WELCOME 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP    

 

 
 

 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE—Love 

 

 
 

 

Reader: Today, we confront the scandal of Advent: Mary, the unmarried mother; God Incarnate growing in 

Mary’s womb as a vulnerable baby; Joseph contemplating leaving Mary because of her pregnancy; God’s 

love at work in ways society and propriety cannot comprehend; God calling Mary and Joseph to 

faithfulness despite the fear of disgrace. 
 

All: With Mary and Joseph, we choose to wait, watch, and listen for the way of Love instead of 

reacting in fear to the world’s judgment. 
 

Second Reader: We light this candle of love as a symbol of our faithfulness as we seek, find, and follow 

Emmanuel, God with us. 
  

*HYMN 600     Song of Mary (Magnificat)    Morning Song 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (UNISON) 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

TIME FOR SILENCE AND PERSONAL CONFESSION 

Prepare the way of the Lord! 

Lift every valley, raise every voice. 

Get ready for the Lord’s arrival! 

And everyone will see the salvation of our God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What should we do, O God? We can never do enough to earn your love. We admit that we are 

not always honest. We have tarnished the purity of your love for us. We have chosen ugliness 

and oppression instead of honor and grace. Out of fear, we have twisted your cries for justice 

to serve ourselves. We have given less than our best to others and to you. Please forgive us, 

we pray. 
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 4 th Sunday of Advent 

Veni Emmanuel (sung together) 

Vs. 4   O come, Desire of nations, bind all peoples in one heart and mind; Bid envy, strife, and 

discord cease; fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

shall come thee, O Israel. 

 



 

 

KYRIE               
 

 

 

 
 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

 

GLORIA (sung together)                   Winchester New 

All Praise to You, eternal Son, Whose advent has our freedom won. 

Whom with the Father we adore, And Holy Spirit, evermore. 

 

HEARING THE WORD 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON:   Isaiah 7: 10-16 

 

PSALM 80 Hymn 206   O Hear Our Cry, O Lord             Vineyard Haven 
 

EPISTLE:          Romans 1: 1-7 
 

GOSPEL:           Matthew 1: 18-25 
 

 

The Word of the Lord…           Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON:                                            “A Time Of Waiting”                                        Rev. Tim Mitchell 

 

ANTHEM    Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming    Es Ist Ein’ Ros’ 

See Hymn 48 for text 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (UNISON) (by Rev. Rebecca F. Harrison) 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

We are an Advent people, a people of hope. 

For us, Advent is a time of waiting, and so we wait. 

We wait for the coming of the One who is the fulfillment of God’s promise, the fulfillment of 

hope, the declaration that we have been redeemed. 
 

Even so, we are not naive. We understand that the world we live in will keep being filled with 

pain and sorrow. We know that hatred and violence will persist. We recognize that death and 

separation will remain a part of our lives. 
 

But because we are an Advent people, we know that none of these things will ultimately win. 

The Holy One is coming to make holy once again all that was, is, and ever will be. 

And in our waiting and hoping, we work, worship, pray, and play, all the while trusting that 

peace, love, and joy will reign in our lives and in our world, today and forever. 



 

 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 

May the peace of Christ be with you.  And also with you. 

 

THE GIFT OF MUSIC    A Maid Most Gentle    Traditional French/Andrew Carter 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

♱ 
SEALING THE WORD 

 
INTERCESSIONS AND SUPPLICATIONS 
 
 

In your mercy…           Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (SINGING TOGETHER, Hymn 571) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CARRYING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 

*HYMN 16    The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came         Gabriel’s Message 
 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

 
Postlude           Toccata on Veni Emmanuel               Andrew Carter 

 

Vs.1. A maiden most gentle and tender we sing: Of Mary the mother of Jesus our King. 
Ave, Ave, Ave Maria..Ave, ave, ave Maria 

Vs.2. How bless’d is the birth of her heavenly child, Who came to redeem us in Mary so mild. 
Ave,…. 

Vs.3. the archangel Gabriel foretold by his call the Lord of creation, and Saviour of all. 
Ave, …. 

Vs.4. Three kings came to worship with gifts rich and rare, And marveled in awe at the babe in her care.  
Ave….. 

Vs. 5 Rejoice and be glad at this Christmas we pray; Sing praise to the Saviour, sing endless ‘Ave’ 
Ave….. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, 
Your kingdom come, Your will be done, 

On earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are Yours 

now and forever. Amen. 



 

 

Leading in worship today: 
Rev. Tim Mitchell 

Dr. Polly Brecht, Organist-Choirmaster 
∙ Kate Kortemeier, alto  

J. Douglas McQueen, tenor ∙ David Kortemeier, bass 
   Rebekah Dentino, soprano ∙ Dan Stanley, tenor  

Dennis & Julie Herridge – Lighting the Advent Candle 2025 ·   
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Open Mind Open Hands Open Heart 
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This morning's service is live-streamed through YouTube.  Ref. - Permission to perform and broadcast the music in this 

service is licensed by One License #A726060, Chicago, IL.   
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