Westminster Presbyterian Church
2/8/2026 - 10:30AM

5% Sunday after Epiphany

GATHERING IN THE PRESENCE OF THE RISEN CHRIST,

THE PREPARATION Sonata in A Major, HWV 361 G.F. Handel
I.Andante II.Alegro

WELCOME

*CALL TO WORSHIP

People of God, Worship the Lord!

Blessed are the people who hold God in awe and cherish her ways.

Their children are robust on the earth, And the homes of the upright — how blessed!
Their houses brim with wealth And with generosity that never runs dry.
Sunrise break through the darkness for good people.

They are recipients of God’s grace, mercy, and justice!

Let us sing. Let us pray. Let us join together in worship. Hallelujah!

OPENING PRAYER
*HYMN 466 O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing Azmon
CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (UNISON)
Gracious God, we confess that this life of faith is harder than we expected. You call us to be
the salt of the earth and to live lives of justice, righteousness, and love. However, following
others is easier. And sometimes the cost of doing what is right seems too high. Forgive us, we
pray. Renew and inspire us, and help us be sources of your light in the world.

TIME FOR SILENCE AND PERSONAL CONFESSION
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*ASSURANCE OF PARDON

GLORIA HYMN 68, vs. 4 What Star Is This, with Beams so Bright Puer Nobis Nascitur



HEARING THE WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: [saiah 58: 1-9a

PSALM 112 (see insert)

EPISTLE: 1 Corinthians 2: 13-16

GOSPEL: Matthew 5: 13-20
The Word of the Lord... Thanks be to God.
SERMON: “Luminaries and Preservatives” Rev. Tim Mitchell
RESPONDING TO THE WORD
HYMN Light Dawns on a Weary World Temple of Peace

(see insert)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (UNISON) (The Apostles Creed)

We believe: The life, death, resurrection, and promised coming of Jesus Christ has set the
pattern for the church’s mission. His human life involves the church in the common life of all
people. His service to men and women commits the church to work for every form of human
well-being. His suffering makes the church sensitive to all human suffering so that it sees the
face of Christ in the faces of persons in every kind of need. His crucifixion discloses to the
church God’s judgment on the inhumanity that marks human relations, and the awful
consequences of the church’s own complicity in injustice. In the power of the risen Christ and
the hope of his coming, the church sees the promise of God’s renewal of human life in society
and of God’s victory over all wrong.

The church follows this pattern in the form of its life and in the method of its action. So to live
and serve is to confess Christ as Lord. Amen.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE

May the peace of Christ be with you. And also with you.



THE GIFT OF MUSIC Walk in Light Karen Marrolli

And we shall study war no more. Come, O people, O come and walk in the
light of the Lord.

And we shall walk the paths of peace. Come, O people, O come and walk in
the light of the Lord.

The night is far spent; the day is at hand. And we shall study war no more.
Come, O people O come and walk in the light of the Lord.

So let us cast off the works of night so we may wear a Shield of Day. Come,
O people, O come and walk in the light of the Lord.

Evermore and evermore...And we shall walk in paths of peace. Come, O
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SEALING THE WORD
INTERCESSIONS AND SUPPLICATIONS
In your mercy... Lord, hear our prayer.

THE LORD’S PRAYER (singing together, Hymn 571)

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name,
Your kingdom come, Your will be done,
On earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are Yours
now and forever. Amen.

CARRYING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD

*HYMN Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies Ratisbon

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

Postlude Sonata in A Major, HWV 361 G.F Handel
IV. Allegro

Welcome and thanks to Violinist Molly Wilson Nagaj for her beautiful playing.
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